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RABBI’S REFLECTIONS  

How To Live a Life–Honor   

Rabbi Michael Rascoe 

Judaism has a complicated 
relationship with honor. Per-
haps it results from the fact 
and ways that people usually 
pursue it. Judaism tends to 
see this as leading away 
from God. The Talmud notes 
that honor comes of its own 
accord (Nedarim 62a) based 
on how you live your life; 

which you will not know because people decide 
whether you are honorable only after you die. Hence, 
Judaism has these types of sayings about honor:  
“Before honor is humility.”  (Proverbs 15:33) 
“Who is honored?  One who honors others.”  (Pirqei 
Avot 4:1) 
“Let your neighbor’s honor be as dear to you as your 
own.” (Avot 2:12) 
“Hate the person who honors you so that your wis-
dom may not diminish.”  (Derekh Erets Zuta 9) 
And finally,  
“It is not a person’s place that honors one, but the 
person honors one’s place.”  (Ta’anit 21b) 
 
Nonetheless, to live by a code of honor is noble. We 
see this exemplified by Socrates’ death. Socrates, a 
famous Greek philosopher, lived in a fragile Athens 
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democracy where some of his followers, 
probably inspired by him, threatened that 
democracy. After the brutal reign of the 
Thirty Tyrants, they were dealt with by a 
judicial sentence of reconciliation that in-
cluded amnesty. (It became a model for 
what’s now called transitional justice.)  
 
In his context of the fragile restored de-
mocracy, Socrates continued to teach his 
ideas. No longer subject to the reconcilia-
tion judgment, his opponents took full ad-
vantage by charging him with impiety and 
corrupting the young. The court con-
demned him to death. The story goes that 
a friendly jailer left the door unlocked and 
Socrates could have fled, which his disci-
ples encouraged him to do. He supposedly 
said, ”When I was a young man, I studied 
Anaxagoras’ book on physics. He would 
have me believe that I am sitting in this 
crouched position on my prison cot be-
cause of tensions in the tendons over the 
joints in my legs. But what Anaxagoras 
doesn’t seem to know is that I sit here be-
cause I will not break the democratic law 
of Athens. The people condemned me to 
drink the hemlock. As a man of honor, I 
will not creep stealthily away like a cow-
ard.” 
He pointed out that the laws of physics 
and nature might explain how he sat, but 

they had no bearing on whether he was or 
should have been in prison. Moreover, 
body mechanics certainly did not deter-
mine that he chose to die to honor a code 
of conduct by which he had lived freely 
and consciously, and taught others to do 
so. He committed himself to honor. He 
decided as an act of will that he needed to 
honor the code of conduct by which he 
had lived his whole life, or his life and 
principles would have been a lie, and he 
would have made a mockery of his honor 
code. As Ben Sira, later, notes (33:22), 
“Don’t leave a stain on your honor.” 
       
The High Holidays are a period of reflec-
tion. We live in a society in which we 
need not make decisions about whether to 
live or die by our choices. Yet we choose 
by what code we wish to live. The High 
Holidays ask us to choose piety and 
teaching the young, and to choose God, 
and God’s law and morals. How will you 
choose to live this coming year? 

Candle Light-
ing Times 

9/6 6:55 PM 

9/13 6:44 PM 

9/20 6:32 PM 

9/27 6:20 PM 

10/4 6:08 PM 
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Dear Fellow Congregant: 
 
Looking forward to the High Holidays, we thought you would like an explanation of Temple Israel’s 
High Holiday ticket process.  
 
With membership, families receive two adult tickets and tickets for all children under age 21. Addition-
al tickets for children over the age of 21 may be purchased for $125 each. Tickets for other adult family 
members are available at $165 each. Non-members may purchase tickets at $375 each. We are asking 
that you please add an additional $72 per seat to help defray the cost of synagogue security for the 
High Holidays. Also, to help to defray the cost of Zooming, we are asking non-members who attend 
services via Zoom to support us by donating $360. 
 
According to the Temple’s long-standing practice, we make High Holiday seats available at no charge 
to needy individuals, full-time college students, and active military personnel. 
 
To be courteous and fair to everyone, we ask that you consider the following information when order-
ing your tickets: 
    

1. Each person attending High Holiday services must have a ticket. Tickets are issued for specific 
seats (as in a theater), and you are expected to occupy the seat designated on your ticket. 

 
2. Tickets are non-transferable. 
 

3. Inter-married spouse members and individual members may reserve tickets for themselves, 
their spouses, and children. 

 
4. Each year, all but a few seats are reserved in advance; please do not assume that an unoccupied 

seat is an available seat. 
 

5. Tickets cannot be purchased for non-relatives at the member rates.  
 
We appreciate your understanding and cooperation in adhering to the spirit of our ticket process. We 
are all working diligently to make our High Holiday services meaningful and dignified. 
 
If you have further questions, please call the temple office, 631-727-3191. 
 

 

The High Holiday Committee 
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Our Judaica Shop 
 

If you need Shabbat or holiday items for yourself, or for a gift, you will find them right in the 
Temple. Our Judaica Shop boasts a large inventory of beautiful items, many of them dis-
played in the Social Hall's glass cases. Kiddush cups, glass platters, Shabbat-to-go, kipot, Se-
der and matzoh plates, menorahs, children's books and toys, cookbooks, and candlesticks are 
all there. Contact Carole Jones at the TIR office, 631-727-3191, with any requests.  

  

2024 - High Holidays - 5785 

 
Our High Holiday and Ritual Committees,  

Rabbi Rascoe, and Cantor Zeitlen 
are planning a beautiful holiday season this year. 

                          

    SELICHOT 
                                         Sat., Sept 28, services/program; time TBA 

 

 
ROSH HASHANAH  
Wed., Oct. 2, 7:00 PM 
Thurs., Oct. 3, 9:00 AM 

Tashlikh followed by Minhah and Arvit at the riverfront, 6:20 PM 
Fri., Oct. 4, 10:00 AM, followed by lunch. 

 
 

YOM KIPPUR 
Fri., Oct. 11, Kol Nidre, 6:00 PM sharp 

Sat., Oct. 12, 9:00 AM. with Yizkor following Torah Service 
Study session 3:30 PM, followed by Minhah, Ne’ilah, & Break the Fast. 

 
 

• The Zoom link for all High Holiday Services will be made available closer to the holidays. 
 

• Holiday prayer books are available to borrow – contact the office for details. 
 

• If you do not feel well, please do not come to services. 
 

 

Sukkot 
Thurs., Oct. 17, 9:30 AM, Fri., Oct. 18, 9:30 AM 

 

Shemini Atzeret 
Thurs., Oct. 24, 9:30 AM., Yizkor following Torah Service 

 

Simchat Torah 
Thurs. evening, Oct. 24, time TBA 

Fri., Oct. 25, 9:30 AM. 
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For members in good standing, including pew owners (dues must be current), we offer first choice for seat reservations. 
Please use the form below to reserve the number of seats you would like. Late reservations may not be accepted. 
 
Complete all sections which apply on the form below. Mail form with your payment by Sept. 15. 
............................................................................................................................................................................................... 

Mail to: Temple Israel of Riverhead        PO Box 1531, Riverhead, NY 11901       
 
Name_______________________________________ Phone #______________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________    Email address _________________________________ 
 

I am a paid-up member of Temple Israel and wish to reserve seats for the 2024 High Holidays.  

 

 
 

 
 
 

  

 

I am not a member of Temple Israel of Riverhead and wish to reserve seats for the 2024 High 

Holidays. I enclose a check for the following seats: 
 

 
 

     I am a member of Temple Israel and would like to purchase pew seats. Please contact 

me about selecting and purchasing these seats. 

 

Please check which services you will attend (helps us to plan seating for all): 
Rosh Hashanah:  First day      Second day       Kol Nidre       Yom Kippur day 

High Holidays 5785 

Reservations due to the temple office by no later than September 15. 

High Holidays 2024 
Selichot:                              Sat. evening, Sept.28 
Erev Rosh Hashanah:      Wed. evening, Oct. 2 
Rosh Hashanah 1

st
 day:     Thurs. morning, Oct. 3 

Rosh Hashanah 2
nd

 day:     Fri. morning, Oct. 4 
Kol Nidre:       Fri. evening, Oct. 11 
Yom Kippur:       Sat. morning, Oct. 12 

  
You will receive the complete 

schedule along with your tickets. 

______ Member seats, including unmarried children to age 21  
  

  

______ Member children over 21  at $125 per person = $________ 

______ Member other adult family members  at $165 per person = $________ 

• Please add $72 per seat for Synagogue Security     at $72 per              = $________ 

_______ Number of non-members at $375 per person = $______ 

Please add $72 per seat for Synagogue Security at $72 per seat   = $______ 

Non-Member Zoomers:  Please add $360 donation                 at $360/each= $______ 

Names of all 
ticket holders 
and relationship: 

__________________________________      __________________________________   

__________________________________      __________________________________   

__________________________________      __________________________________   

__________________________________      __________________________________   
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Ticket Holder Names for High Holidays  
  

Dear Members and Friends: 
  
Please list below the English and Hebrew names (for example, Shira Bat Avram, Ari 
Ben Mordechai) of those family members for whom you have reserved tickets to our 
High Holiday services.  
  
 

 
  
  

English Name 
   

Hebrew Name 

  
  

  

  
  

  

  
  

  

  
  

  

  
  

  

  
  

  

  
  

  

Please mail this form to: 

     Temple Israel of Riverhead 

     PO Box 1531 
     Riverhead, NY 11901 
   

 Deadline: September 15, 2024 
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 Placing Names on the Yizkor List—Yom Kippur 
  

We will memorialize the names of the dear departed during the Yizkor Service, as we 
have done in the past. 
  
According to tradition, Tzedakah—the giving of charity—is an integral part of the Me-
morial service. In that spirit, you may have the names of the departed inscribed in a beau-
tiful Yizkor service booklet, including names on the memorial plaques. 
  
To have names memorialized in this booklet, please send a donation of $18 per name. 
Mail this form, with names printed clearly, along with your check. All names in the book-
let and on plaques will be read during the Yizkor service. 
 
 Memorialized by      In loving memory of 
Example: 

 
  

Submitted by: ____________________________    Total donation $__________ 
  
Please make your check payable to Temple Israel of Riverhead, and mail to Temple Is-
rael of Riverhead, PO Box 1531, Riverhead, NY 11901 by no later than September 25, 
2024. 
  

  

 Congregation Temple Israel  

  

 Rabbi Chaim Gerlitz   
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High Holiday Sponsors Needed 

Yizkor Book, Flowers, and Food 
 

Yizkor Book 5785 
 

For the upcoming High Holidays, we are again preparing our annual memorial book containing the Yiz-
kor Memorial Service, special readings and meditations, and the names of our members’ departed 
loved ones This Yizkor Book will be distributed to Temple Israel’s worshipers during Yom Kippur’s Yiz-
kor Service, then used for memorial services conducted at other times during the year. You can spon-
sor the printing of this book with a $900.00 donation. The book will acknowledge your sponsorship and 
memorialize your loved ones. Temple Israel will be very grateful for your assistance. 
 

High Holiday Flowers 
 

If you wish to help beautify the Temple during the High Holidays, you may do so by donating the flow-
ers for Rosh Hashanah ($360.00) and/or for Yom Kippur ($360.00).  
 

Donor:   ________________________________________________ 
 

In honor of         In memory of    
 
__________________________________ 
 

Rosh Hashanah     Yom Kippur       
 

Luncheon: Friday, October 4  
 

On the second day of Rosh Hashanah, Friday, October 4, services start late and end early. Following 
services, we convene for a beautiful and delicious luncheon in the social hall. Please contact the tem-
ple office if you would like to sponsor the luncheon for $720.00 (can be a shared sponsorship), in hon-
or or memory of someone, or just like this.  
 

Break-the-Fast, Saturday, October 12  
 

At the conclusion of Yom Kippur, there is a sumptuous break-the-fast in our social hall after Ne’ilah. 
There are several sponsorships available, at $250.00 each. Please consider being a sponsor and join-
ing us for this community event. 
 

 
Deadline for all sponsorships:  September 10.  
 
 

Please make checks payable to Temple Israel of Riverhead and send your donation to: Temple Israel of 
Riverhead, PO Box 1531, Riverhead, NY 11901. All sponsorships are greatly appreciated, and all 
sponsors will be recognized in the announcements at services. 
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Talmud Classes: Tractate Megillah 
 

Rabbi Rascoe's Talmud classes continue, via Zoom, at 6 PM on Wednesdays in September 
and October except October 2, 16 and 23. There is always review, and no advance reading 
is required. The text can be found at:  https://www.sefaria.org/Megillah.8a?lang=bi. At-
tendees receive an introduction to Talmudic logic, thought, and law. 

Interfaith Bible Class 
 
The Interfaith Bible Class will meet via Zoom on September 11 and October 9 from 9:30-
11:30 AM. Please contact the Rabbi for information, and the link.  

Bible Study: Exodus 
 

Rabbi Rascoe will be holding these classes via Zoom, at 6:30 PM on Thursdays in Sep-
tember and October, except October 3, 17 and 24.  

Jewish Philosophy 
 
Join Rabbi Rascoe and explore Jewish Philosophy via Zoom. Classes will be held at  6 
PM on Tuesdays in September and October. We will be discussing Guide for the Perplexed 
by Moses Maimonides. 

Please note: Congregants will receive emailed instructions for attending Rabbi Rascoe's 
classes via Zoom. Classes may be cancelled when the class decides to take a break, and you 
may come late or leave early. Contact Rabbi Rascoe for more information.  

https://www.sefaria.org/Megillah.8a?lang=bi
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TODAH RABAH! 

Donations to Temple Israel of Riverhead 
 
Yahrzeit for Barbara Beil—Ruth Beil. 

Yahrzeit for Ray Prizer—aunt of Linda Prizer. 

Yahrzeit for Louis Elphand—father of Phyllis Van Dyne. 

Yahrzeit for Jeffrey Siegel—husband of Sharon Siegel. 

Yahrzeit for Robert Okin—brother of Gail Marchbein. 

Yahrzeit for Raizel Mordkofsky—mother of Allison Nathel. 

Yahrzeit for Vera Jean Brown—wife of Robert Brown. 

Yahrzeit for Lillian Hefter—mother of Robert Hefter. 

Yahrzeit for Sanford Hefter—brother of Robert Hefter. 

Yahrzeit for Israel Mask—grandfather of Jaime Siegel. 

Yahrzeit for David Siegel—grandfather of Jaime Siegel. 

Yahrzeit for Robert Van Dyne—father of Martin Van Dyne. 

Yahrzeit for Gladys Van Dyne—mother of Martin Van Dyne. 

Yahrzeit for Isidore Scheinberg—father of Shep Scheinberg. 

Yahrzeit for Ann Collins—wife of Howard Collins. 

Yahrzeit for Ed Stateman—husband of Sylvia Baruch. 
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When you buy a car at Apple Honda, mention Temple Israel 
and we will make a $100.00 donation in your name 

1375 Old Country Road 
Riverhead, N.Y11901 

Phone (631) 727-0555 
Fax (631) 727-8453 

In Memory of 

Segal 

From Siegel 

TODAH RABAH! 

Trees for Israel 
 

In memory of Evelyn Matles—Jaime Siegel. 

In memory of Chuck Adams—Jaime Siegel. 

In memory of Larry Moss—Jaime Siegel. 

In honor of Carole Pickow’s 80th birthday—Jaime Siegel. 
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Plant a Tree in Israel 
 

You can have a tree planted in Israel for a donation of $18. Contact 
Carole Jones at the TIR office, 631-727-3191. All checks should 
be made out to Temple Israel of Riverhead, or you can use PayPal 
from our website. 

Ongoing Silent Fundraisers for Temple Israel 
 
TD Bank: Stop in at the Westhampton Beach branch to find out about all the special offers 
for TIR members. TD bank will make contributions to TIR based on activity from our mem-
bers. For details on their Affinity Membership Program, stop in at any branch if you are al-
ready a TD Bank customer. 
 
Peninsula Wines and Liquors offers wine at discounted prices, delivered directly to the 
temple. A percentage of the cost is donated back to us each time you buy. Anyone need-
ing wine or liquor can contact Jaime Siegel, or call Peninsula Wines directly at 516-374-
0900. Ask for Jim Cari, and be sure to mention Temple Israel. 
 
Donate an old car to Temple Israel for a tax deduction. It’s easy—just call (866) 392-
4483, or click on the link on our website. Be sure to designate Temple Israel of Riverhead as 
the recipient. 
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An Easy Way to Help TI—Go Food Shopping! 
 
 
 

Please contact Lorraine 
Richter (631-553-7635) 
or the Temple office to 
arrange a purchase. The 
total profit from card 
sales is donated to the 
general fund each year. 
Please support this silent 
fundraiser. 

Gift cards are now availa-
ble for most major super-
markets: 

  

• ShopRite 

• Stop & Shop  

• King Kullen 

Leaves on the Tree of Life 
 
An engraved leaf on the lovely Tree of Life which graces 
our Social Hall is a joyous reminder of a Bat or Bar Mitz-
vah, an anniversary, a wedding, or a special birthday, and 
also a fitting tribute to the memory of a loved one. The cost 
of a leaf is $180 for members. Please contact Phyllis 
VanDyne at 631-734-7511 for information. 
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 Did you know? 

For a donation of only $180.00,  
you could sponsor the rabbi’s sermon 

on any Shabbat! 
 

You choose the subject, or the teaching, with 
Rabbi Rascoe’s approval. 

 

 
 

For a donation of $360, if you’d like,  
we offer a Shabbat service without a sermon.  

Where to purchase kosher food locally 

Justin's Chop Shop, in Westhampton Beach, (631) 288-5532, now car-
ries some kosher meat, poultry, and other items, along with the non-
kosher items always in stock. 

The Mill Road Cheese Shop, Westhampton Beach, (631) 998-0483,  now carries some 
kosher items. 

Beach Bakery, in Westhampton Beach, is under kosher supervision.  

BJ’s and Costco also have pareve cookies in their bakeries.  
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 YAHRZEITS 
We remember these lives on the approaching anniversary of their passing. 

May their memories be a blessing. 
  September        Av/Elul 5784 

9/3 Hoffman, Eric Av 30  

9/4 Okin, Elaine Elul 1 

9/5 Shapiro, Harry Elul 2  

9/6 Kaplan, Rose Elul 3  

9/6 Steiner, Clara Elul 3  

9/6 Wiesen, Jacob Elul 3  

9/7 Greenberg, Esther Elul 4  

9/7 Mottus, Selma Elul 4  

9/7 
Sandberg, Mordecai     
Gimpel Elul 4  

9/8 Doctrow, Leota Elul 5  

9/8 Tepper, Helen Elul 5  

9/9 Anker, Bella Elul 6  

9/10 Sadoff, Dorothy Elul 7  

9/10 Segal, Alan Elul 7  

9/11 Mainzer, Allan Elul 8  

9/11 Zipser, Eleanor Elul 8  

9/11 Zuck, Racille Elul 8  

9/12 Kaplan, Jack Elul 9  

9/12 O'Mally, Bertha Elul 9  

9/13 Faine, Mary Elul 10  

9/14 Ritigstein, William Elul 11  

9/15 Berkowitz, Lorraine Elul 12  

9/15 Joseph, Annette Elul 12  

9/17 Schiff, Harry Elul 14  

9/18 Kaplan, Morris Elul 15  

9/18 Schackman, Bernard Elul 15  

9/18 Slaw, Edward Elul 15  

9/20 Hochheiser, Hannah Elul 17  

9/20 Kaplan, Sharon Elul 17  

9/21 Eisenman, David Elul 18  

9/21 Kallman, Mary Elul 18  

9/21 Slaw, William Elul 18  

9/21 Sonkin, Milton Elul 18  

9/25 Drexler, Robert Elul 22  

9/25 Ganz, Rachel Elul 22  

9/25 Leavitt, Sarah Elul 22  

9/25 Leavitt, Simon Elul 22  

9/26 Malamood, Herman Elul 23  

9/26 Role, Josephine Elul 23  

9/27 Barbanel, Joseph Elul 24  

9/27 Leavitt, Mollie Elul 24  

9/27 Mainzer, Joan Elul 24  

9/27 Olewitz, Joan Elul 24  

9/27 Schlansky, Vivian Frank Elul 24  

9/28 Gattegno, Daisy Elul 25  

9/28 Harris, Louis Elul 25  

9/28 Kaplan, Isidore Elul 25  

9/28 Rascoe, Jeanne Elul 25  

9/29 Goldstein, Jennie Elul 26  

9/29 Kagan, Henry Elul 26  

9/30 Leviloff, Barnett Elul 27  

10/1 Carlson, Louis Elul 28  

10/1 Froehlich, Rebbecca Elul 28  

10/1 Tunick, Marilyn Elul 28  

10/2 Victor, Helen Elul 29  

10/3 Crowitz, David Tishrei 1 

10/3 Schackman, Lena Tishrei 1 

10/4 Bright, Eliezer Tishrei 2 

10/4 Goldberg, Benny Tishrei 2 

10/4 Roschelle, Ira Tishrei 2 

10/5 Chiprut, Victoria Tishrei 3 

10/5 Korus, Sondra Tishrei 3 

10/5 Levine, Nathan Tishrei 3 
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For Information: 
 

Advertising and  
Public Relations 

Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

Book Club Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

Bulletin Allen Silver 
asilver9@gmail.com 

631-744-7551 

Capital Campaign Richard Israel 727-5500 x11 

Cemetery Lisa Israel 727-5500 x10 

Custodian Contact Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Education Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Fundraising Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

High Holidays   

House Manager Rob Brown 631-298-2608 

Judaica Shop Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Membership Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Oneg Shabbat Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

President Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Programs and Events    

Ritual Committee Lisa Israel 727-5500 x10 

Social Hall Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Special Gifts Howard Collins 631-779-3042 

Temple Office Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Trees in Israel Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Tree of Life Phyllis Van Dyne 631-734-7511 

Supermarket 
Certificates 

Carole Jones (Office) 
Lorraine Richter 

631-727-3191 
631-653-9028 

Officers:  

President Jaime Siegel 

1st Vice President Barbara Smith 

Treasurer Richard Israel 

Secretary 
  

Linda Prizer 

  
 

Trustees:  

Harley Abrams  

Robert Brown   

Rebecca Hagler  

Lisa Israel  

Lorraine Richter  

  

 

Bulletin Committee:  

Allen Silver Lee Ann Silver 

Jaime Siegel  
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Temple Israel of Riverhead 
490 Northville Turnpike 
P.O. Box 1531 
Riverhead, NY 11901 
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TIME-SENSITIVE MAIL 
PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.SPOSTAGE 
PAID 
Riverhead, NY 11901 
Permit No26 

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF RIVERHEAD is affiliated with the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 
 
 

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

September 7 & 8 Rabbi Rascoe’s 10th Anniversary Celebration 

September 20 Program & Dessert 

September 28 Selichot 

October 2 Rosh Hashanah begins 

October 12 Yom Kippur begins 

October 17 Sukkot  

October 24 Shemini Atzeret/Yizkor & Simchat Torah 

October 25  Simchat Torah 

Many adult classes are being offered with Rabbi Rascoe. See inside for details. 

http://www.uscj.org/index1.html

