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RABBI’S REFLECTIONS  

Giving Thanks for What We Have  

In 1948, Jerusalem residents 
went for months without wa-
ter when the Jordanians cut 
the water line during the 
siege. Afterwards, a resident 
told a friend, “Only after I 
learned what it means to be 
without water did I under-
stand why our ancestors 
were ready to revolt against 

Moses. Water is life.” (Numbers 20).   
    
Another war story: A sergeant instructed a soldier 
cleaning the mess hall to return untouched food to 
the kitchen, and to discard partly-eaten food. The sol-
dier returned one partly-eaten piece of bread with the 
untouched bread. The sergeant told the soldier to toss 
it. The soldier refused. He ordered him. Again, he 
disobeyed. Finally, the segreant threatened to court-
martial him if he failed to obey the next order. The 
soldier held up his two-mis-shapen hands and said, 
“You see these ten fingers?  They were all broken in 
Buchenwald when the Nazi guard caught me stealing 
a moldy piece of black bread because I was so crazed 
by hunger, I was ready to kill for a piece of bread. To 
me, bread is holy. Don’t ask me to throw away a 
piece of bread; I can’t do it. The sergeant didn’t re-
peat the order. 
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(Rabbi—continued from page 1) 

The Rabbis considered thanks for every-
day things so important, that they made 
b’rakhot, blessings. The rationale is in 
Deuteronomy 8, which forms the base of 
Grace After Meals, Birkat ha-mazon: we 
praise ourselves when things are good and 
pray to God only when they are bad. It’s 
also rooted in basic human behavior: it 
was good for survival 200,000 years ago 
to pay attention to what might hurt us and 
less attention to what will not; it’s now not 
good for us or for society. We thank God 
for our interior body parts working, for 
waking, moving, getting dressed, etc. 
Thrice daily we pray:  “We gratefully-
acknowledge You and tell Your praises for 
our lives that are in Your hands, for our 
souls entrusted to You, and for Your won-
ders and goodnesses at every time: even-
ing, morning, and afternoon.” 

If we were to compile a list of our assets 
when life goes smoothly, we might put 
down our money, property, stocks, pos-
sessions, etc., but would we mention such 
items as being able to see, hear, move, 
speak, and eat? 
 
Draw up two lists on Thanksgiving. On 
one, put all the things we crave and desire 
to acquire. On another, list all we have 
and could lose. Jacob, about to face his 
Esau after dividing his people and posses-
sions into two camps, in humility prays, 
“I am unworthy of all the kindness that 
You have so steadfastly shown Your serv-
ant: with my staff alone, I crossed this 
Jordan, and now I have become two 
camps” (Genesis 32:11). We might find 
ourselves praying like the English 17th 
century clergyman and poet George Her-
bert, “Thou that hast giv'n so much to me, 
give one thing more, a grateful heart.”  
Happy Thanksgiving. 
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Talmud Classes: Tractate Megillah 
 

Rabbi Rascoe's Talmud classes continue, via Zoom, at 6 PM on Wednesdays in in Novem-
ber and December. There is always review, and no advance reading is required. The text can 
be found at: https://www.sefaria.org/Megillah.8a?lang=bi. Attendees receive an introduc-
tion to Talmudic logic, thought, and law. 

Interfaith Bible Class 
 
The Interfaith Bible Class will meet via Zoom on November 13 and December 18, from 
9:30-11:30 AM. Please contact the Rabbi for information, and the link.  

Bible Study: Exodus 
 

Rabbi Rascoe will be holding these classes via Zoom, at 6:30 PM on Thursdays in No-
vember and December..  

Jewish Philosophy 
 
Join Rabbi Rascoe and explore Jewish Philosophy via Zoom. Classes will be held at  6 
PM on Tuesdays in November and December. We will be discussing Guide for the Per-
plexed by Moses Maimonides. 

Please note: Congregants will receive emailed instructions for attending Rabbi Rascoe's 
classes via Zoom. Classes may be cancelled when the class decides to take a break, and you 
may come late or leave early. Contact Rabbi Rascoe for more information.  

https://www.sefaria.org/Megillah.8a?lang=bi
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When you buy a car at Apple Honda, mention Temple Israel 
and we will make a $100.00 donation in your name 

1375 Old Country Road 
Riverhead, N.Y11901 

Phone (631) 727-0555 
Fax (631) 727-8453 

In Memory of 

Segal 

From Siegel 

Candle Light-
ing Times 

11/1 5:27 PM 

11/8 4:19 PM 

11/15 4:13 PM 

11/22 4:08 PM 

11/29 4:05 PM 

12/6 4:04 PM 

TODAH RABAH! 
 

Donations to Temple Israel of Riverhead 
 
Unveiling for Eva Sanders –Richard & Connie Sanders & Anne Sanders Jacobs. 
Bat Mitzvah of grand-daughter—Howard Collins. 
Yahrzeit for Mildred Strassberg-- mother of Maura Strassberg. 
Yahrzeit for Jani Olewitz—cousin of Amy Csorny. 
Yahrzeit for Alan Olewitz—cousin of Amy Csorny. 
Yahrzeit for Lana Zarbhanelian—sister of Jaime Siegel. 
Yahrzeit for Andrea Siegel—sister of Jaime Siegel. 
Yahrzeit for Martin Alpert—grandfather of Cynthia Alpert. 
 

Kol Nidre 
Mr. & Mrs. Sol Israel 
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Our Judaica Shop 
 

If you need Shabbat or holiday items for yourself, or for a gift, you will find them right in the 
Temple. Our Judaica Shop boasts a large inventory of beautiful items, many of them dis-
played in the Social Hall's glass cases. Kiddush cups, glass platters, Shabbat-to-go, kipot, Se-
der and matzoh plates, menorahs, children's books and toys, cookbooks, and candlesticks are 
all there. Contact Carole Jones at the TIR office, 631-727-3191, with any requests.  

Kol Nidre Appeal 5785 
 

As we continue into 5785, we need  our membership and friends to 
preserve the health and well-being of our beloved temple. It is a tradi-
tion in congregations to establish a Kol Nidre Appeal Fund; at Temple 
Israel this fund is vital to help supplement the dues and thus cover our 
operating expenses. Therefore, we ask each one of you, if you have 
not already donated, to be as generous as possible, in order that our 
temple may continue to meet the growing needs of the Jewish commu-
nity. 

 
Please forward your check, payable to Temple Israel Kol Nidre Fund, to: Temple Israel of 
Riverhead, P.O. Box 1531, Riverhead, NY 11901. You can also pay from our website, us-
ing PayPal. Thank you. 

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 
 
Join Rabbi Rascoe at an Interfaith Thanksgiving Service beginning at 4 PM on Sunday, 
November 24th, at the  First Congregational Church of Riverhead, 103 First St, River-
head.  
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Plant a Tree in Israel 
 

You can have a tree planted in Israel for a donation of $18. Contact 
Carole Jones at the TIR office, 631-727-3191. All checks should 
be made out to Temple Israel of Riverhead, or you can use PayPal 
from our website. 

Ongoing Silent Fundraisers for Temple Israel 
 
TD Bank: Stop in at the Westhampton Beach branch to find out about all the special offers 
for TIR members. TD bank will make contributions to TIR based on activity from our mem-
bers. For details on their Affinity Membership Program, stop in at any branch if you are al-
ready a TD Bank customer. 
 
Peninsula Wines and Liquors offers wine at discounted prices, delivered directly to the 
temple. A percentage of the cost is donated back to us each time you buy. Anyone need-
ing wine or liquor can contact Jaime Siegel, or call Peninsula Wines directly at 516-374-
0900. Ask for Jim Cari, and be sure to mention Temple Israel. 
 
Donate an old car to Temple Israel for a tax deduction. It’s easy—just call (866) 392-
4483, or click on the link on our website. Be sure to designate Temple Israel of Riverhead as 
the recipient. 
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An Easy Way to Help TI—Go Food Shopping! 
 
 
 

Please contact Lorraine 
Richter (631-553-7635) 
or the Temple office to 
arrange a purchase. The 
total profit from card 
sales is donated to the 
general fund each year. 
Please support this silent 
fundraiser. 

Gift cards are now availa-
ble for most major super-
markets: 

  

• ShopRite 

• Stop & Shop  

• King Kullen 

Leaves on the Tree of Life 
 
An engraved leaf on the lovely Tree of Life which graces 
our Social Hall is a joyous reminder of a Bat or Bar Mitz-
vah, an anniversary, a wedding, or a special birthday, and 
also a fitting tribute to the memory of a loved one. The cost 
of a leaf is $180 for members. Please contact Phyllis 
VanDyne at 631-734-7511 for information. 
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Consider Advertising Your Business in Our Bulletin 

 
Now is the time to place an ad in the Temple Israel Bulletin We publish 10 times a year, with ads interspersed 
throughout. They can be business-card size, double size, half page, or full page; carrying your business, mer-
chandising or personal message. If you like, you  may incorporate a discount coupon into your ad. Copies of 
the Bulletin can be downloaded by selecting the Communications tab from our website at:  
http://www.templeisraelriverhead.org.  
 
Return the completed form below, along with your business card or desired message, and a check. Your ad 
will be placed for the next 10 consecutive issues of the Bulletin.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact Allen Silver at asilver9@gmail.com, or 631-744-7551. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of Temple Israel of Riverhead. 
 

--------------------------------------------------Tear Here-------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 Yes, I would like to place an ad in the Temple Israel of Riverhead Bulletin. 

 
Business Card $125/year 
   
Double Size $250/year    
 
Other (Call first) 
 
 
 
Name of Advertiser:_____________________________________________ 
 
Telephone Number: _____________________________________________ 
 
Street Address: _________________________________________________ 
 
City______________________________State_____________Zip_________ 
 
Contact Person __________________________________________________ 
 
Email Address ___________________________________________________ 

Check the appropriate box at the left. 
 
Mail your check and business card or copy to:  
Temple Israel of Riverhead 
P.O. Box 1531 
Riverhead, NY  11901-0954 

If possible, please email 
your advertisement to:  
asilver9@gmail.com 

http://www.templeisraelriverhead.org/
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 Did you know? 

For a donation of only $180.00,  
you could sponsor the rabbi’s sermon 

on any Shabbat! 
 

You choose the subject, or the teaching, with 
Rabbi Rascoe’s approval. 

 

 
 

For a donation of $360, if you’d like,  
we offer a Shabbat service without a sermon.  

Where to purchase kosher food locally 

Justin's Chop Shop, in Westhampton Beach, (631) 288-5532, now car-
ries some kosher meat, poultry, and other items, along with the non-
kosher items always in stock. 

The Mill Road Cheese Shop, Westhampton Beach, (631) 998- 0483,  now carries some 
kosher items. 

NEW Goldberg's Bagels & Deli, at  65 Main St, Westhampton Beach, has a wide selec-
tion of kosher bagels and appetizing available.  

Beach Bakery, in Westhampton Beach, is under kosher supervision.  
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 YAHRZEITS 
We remember these lives on the approaching anniversary of their passing. 

May their memories be a blessing. 
  November       Heshvan  5785  

11/2 Cohen, Gertrude Heshvan 1 

11/2 Levine, Jacqueline Heshvan 1 

11/2 Mottus, Louis Heshvan 1 

11/2 Rosenblatt, Gussie Heshvan 1 

11/2 Tockman, Louis Heshvan 1 

11/4 Sanders, Eva Heshvan 3 

11/6 Leibo, Joseph Heshvan 5 

11/6 Schneider, Sally Heshvan 5 

11/6 Sigal, Isadore Heshvan 5 

11/7 Schneider, Sol Heshvan 6 

11/8 Kaplan, Abraham Heshvan 7 

11/8 Scheininger, Jacob Heshvan 7 

11/8 Wiesen, Mollie Heshvan 7 

11/9 Wasserman, David Heshvan 8 

11/10 Pruzick, Morris Heshvan 9 

11/11 Drescher, Kathleen Heshvan 10 

11/13 Alper, Samuel Heshvan 12 

11/13 Bloom, Sarah Heshvan 12 

11/15 Glickstein, David Heshvan 14 

11/15 Golding, Pearl Heshvan 14 

11/15 Karlin, Jacob Heshvan 14 

11/15 Mainzer, Helen Heshvan 14 

11/16 Prizer, Sam Heshvan 15 

11/18 Shapiro, Gilbert Heshvan 17 

11/19 Goldsmith, Michelle Heshvan 18 

11/19 Katz, Sima Heshvan 18 

11/19 Siegel, Andrea Heshvan 18 

11/20 Squires, Myron Heshvan 19 

11/21 Finkelstein, Claire Heshvan 20 

11/21 Schackman, Samuel Heshvan 20 

11/21 Trefilio, Blanche Heshvan 20 

11/23 Brander, Paul Heshvan 22 

11/23 Press, Frances Heshvan 22 

11/23 Schecter, Selma Heshvan 22 

11/23 Slaw, Sadie Heshvan 22 

11/24 Brown, Mordecai Heshvan 23 

11/26 Barbanel, Albert Heshvan 25 

11/26 Nathanson, Irving Heshvan 25 

11/26 Sandberg, Arthur Heshvan 25 

11/27 Gerber, William Heshvan 26 

11/27 Sacks, Harry Heshvan 26 

11/27 Smith, Arthur Heshvan 26 

11/28 Hahn, Irma Heshvan 27 

11/28 Hefter, Alfred Heshvan 27 

11/28 Saffer, Naomi Heshvan 27 

11/28 Sturm, Pincus Heshvan 27 

11/29 Goldstein, Raymond Heshvan 28 

11/30 Richter, Diane Heshvan 29 

11/30 Yurman, Harry Heshvan 29 

12/2 Collins, Florence Kislev 1  

12/2 Greenberg, Samuel Kislev 1  

12/2 Okin, Harold Kislev 1  

12/3 Goldstein, Moe Kislev 2  

12/3 Mask, Lena Kislev 2  

12/3 Moiseff, Joe Kislev 2  

12/5 Scheinberg, Hinda Kislev 4  

12/6 Brander, Louis Kislev 5  

12/6 Grubman, Ruth Kislev 5  
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For Information: 
 

Advertising and  
Public Relations 

Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

Book Club Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

Bulletin Allen Silver 
asilver9@gmail.com 

631-744-7551 

Capital Campaign Richard Israel 727-5500 x11 

Cemetery Lisa Israel 727-5500 x10 

Custodian Contact Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Education Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Fundraising Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

High Holidays   

House Manager Rob Brown 631-298-2608 

Judaica Shop Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Membership Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Oneg Shabbat Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

President Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Programs and Events    

Ritual Committee Lisa Israel 727-5500 x10 

Social Hall Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Special Gifts Howard Collins 631-779-3042 

Temple Office Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Trees in Israel Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Tree of Life Phyllis Van Dyne 631-734-7511 

Supermarket 
Certificates 

Carole Jones (Office) 
Lorraine Richter 

631-727-3191 
631-653-9028 

Officers:  

President Jaime Siegel 

1st Vice President Barbara Smith 

Treasurer Richard Israel 

Secretary 
  

Linda Prizer 

  
 

Trustees:  

Harley Abrams  

Robert Brown   

Rebecca Hagler  

Lisa Israel  

Lorraine Richter  

  

 

Bulletin Committee:  

Allen Silver Lee Ann Silver 

Jaime Siegel  
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TEMPLE ISRAEL OF RIVERHEAD is affiliated with the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 
 
 

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

November 8, December 27 Shabbat Family Dinners  

November 24 Interfaith Thanksgiving Service  

December 28 Community Menorah Lighting 

Many adult classes are being offered with Rabbi Rascoe. See inside for details. 

http://www.uscj.org/index1.html

