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(Rabbi—continued on page 2) 

The Sages say that Phar-
aoh’s greatest sin was that he 
had an inflated sense of self-
importance. He thought of 
himself as a god, “Ani v’afsi 
od–there is none as exalted 
as I....the Nile is my own. I 
made it myself.”  This, the 
Sages say, is why the first 
plague was to turn the Nile 

into blood, to teach Pharaoh a lesson about pride. 
Note the evolution of Egyptian art over time, from 
the earliest leaders needing the people’s help, to the 
later leaders doing everything by themselves, with 
the people reduced to no more than at most hands. 
 
A medieval story tells of a famous king who admired 
great leaders. He heard of Moses and sent someone 
to paint his portrait. Because he could look at a pic-
ture and determine character, he wanted to see what 
made Mosheh great, without traveling a distance. 
The painter returned. The king looked at his picture 
and observed that it couldn’t be accurate, as the pic-
ture showed a man full of pride. The artist insisted on 
its accuracy. Eventually the king went to meet Moses 
to see for himself. To his surprise, the picture was a 
remarkable likeness. The astonished king met with 
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(Rabbi—continued from page 1) 

Mosheh and asked him about it. Moses 
replied that, indeed, he was prideful, but 
he worked very hard to overcome it, be-
cause a great leader must be humble. Of 
him the Bible says, “The man Moses was 
very humble, above all the people who are 
on the face of the earth” (Numbers 12:3).
      
  
Some time ago, a television personality 
fired a singing member with the reason 
being, “He lost his humility.”  The singer 
quickly gained prominence and financial 
success. Presumably, he did not learn his 
lesson. 
 
Jewish tradition is not against pride. A cer-
tain amount is necessary. Even Hasidim, 
who greatly value humility, say, “When 
the Evil Urge whispers in your ear, ‘You 
are unworthy to fulfill Torah,’ you must 
say, ‘I am worthy.”  A Jew, once upon a 
time, when considering doing something 
unseemly, used to think, “Es past nit far a 
Yid; this conduct does not become a Jew.”  
Zusha of Hanipol, or Simhah Bunim of 
Psishkha, used to carry a slip of paper in 
each front pocket. Written on one was 
“For my sake the world was created,” and 

on the other was, “Even the gnat was cre-
ated before me,” (based on a midrash, or 
“I am but dust and ashes,” based on Gen-
esis 18:27). The trick was to know when 
to pull out the correct paper. 
 
In Gilbert and Sullivan’s Mikado, we 
have the warning, “You have no idea how 
poor an opinion I have of myself, and 
how little I deserve it.”  The Kotsker Reb-
be observed that the mitsvah of humility 
is the only one which does not require in-
tent, for as soon as one becomes con-
scious of one’s humility, one loses it. Mi-
cah 6:8 sums up a person’s highest duties: 
“To do justice, to love mercy, and walk 
humbly with your God.” 
 
What we need to do is to keep some form 
of perspective, as these sayings suggest. 
Despite Genesis and the U.S. Declaration 
of Independence, few people follow 
through on the idea that all people are 
created equal. Even more true is George 
Orwell’s 1984: All people are equal; only 
some people are more equal than others. 
A sense of God should remind us that we 
are not the arbiters of everything. As we 
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Dear Temple Family and Friends:  
 

This will mark the fifth year that we will be participating in the Yom HaShoah Yellow Candle 
Program. We hope that you will join with the other members of Temple Israel of Riverhead and 
your family on Wednesday, April 23, 2025, erev Yom HaShoah, and light this candle. We light 
the candle in our homes in memory of the victims of the Holocaust. 
 
The act of kindling this flame, and reading the enclosed meditation, can be a moving ritual to 
remind us of what happened to our people not so long ago. Placing the candle in your window 
is a way to help remind the community, and this moment can also be an appropriate opportunity 
to discuss the Holocaust with your children.  
 
The Yom HaShoah Yellow Candle Program is a project of the Federation of Jewish Men’s 
Clubs, in cooperation with the Men of Reform Judaism and the United Synagogue of Conserva-
tive Judaism.  
 
It is our hope that the observance of Yom HaShoah, centered on the lighting of a Yellow Can-
dle, will become an annual event in your home and in the home of every member of our congre-
gation. Many congregations have already made this commemoration an important day in their 
Jewish calendar.  
 
We ask that you help to underwrite the cost of this project. Funds received over and above our 
program cost will go directly to support future educational programs in our synagogue, which 
can help to insure the future of our people. We would ask that you consider gifts in multiples of 
$18. The number 18 is chai, life. 
 
By remembering, by doing our part to insure our future, we celebrate the ongoing life of our 
people, even as we memorialize those who were destroyed in the Shoah. We welcome and ap-
preciate your support of our efforts in this Shoah commemoration and our on-going education 
programs.  
 
We hope you and your family will participate on Wednesday, April 23rd, in this small but mean-
ingful project. If you have questions, you may call me at 631-653-3985. NEVER FORGET! 

Sincerely, 
 
Jaime Siegel, President 

      -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Please return this form with your donation to: Temple Israel of Riverhead 

 
Amount Enclosed:  ____  $18   ___$36   ____$54   ____ $72   ____$90   ____$ other  
 
 
Temple Israel of Riverhead  Name ____________________________________________  
PO Box 1531  
Riverhead, NY 11901    
     Address ___________________________________________  
 
      
     City, State, ZIP______________________________________  
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The Yellow Candle Program - A History 

Over seventy years ago, half of the earth's Jewish population perished at the hands of an-

other Amalek, an Austrian house painter who seized control of Europe and threw the 

earth into darkness. God's light unto the other nations flickered but did not die. A new, 

modern Exodus arose from the depths of despair and tragedy. From the ashes of Europe, 

survivors of the Holocaust, or Shoah, made their way towards new lives. Emigrants dis-

persed around the world, to the new State of Israel, and to the western hemisphere. In 

these places, they began to rebuild shattered lives. In the following decades, survivors 

asked another question: How could Yahrzeits be observed for those victims whose entire 

families had been wiped out? An idea was born, a special memorial candle with yellow 

wax, in remembrance of the yellow stars forced upon European Jews in the 1930s. 

 

 

 

The Yellow Candle was created in 1981 by FJMC clubs in Canada, New England, and 

elsewhere to keep alive the memory of the Six Million who perished in the Shoah. The 

Candle is modeled after a traditional Jewish memorial Yahrzeit candle that burns for 24 

hours during periods of mourning and on the Yahrzeit anniversary of a family member. 

The candle's yellow wax serves to remind us of the yellow arm band which Jews were 

forced to wear during the Nazi regime. A photo on the candle container shows young 

people visiting Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp. This reflects the importance of 

teaching our youth the lessons of the Holocaust and of remembering the Six Million. In 

addition, the program logo is a yellow Magen David (Star of David) outlined with barbed 

wire, with the word "Jude" in the middle. This preserves the memory of the armband or 

cloth patch that Jews were forced to wear in the ghettos of Eastern Europe. 

For Jewish people, remembering a victim is a great mitzvah.  

Never Forget! Zachor! 

Yellow Candle is a trademark of the 
Federation of Jewish Men's Clubs, Inc. 

http://fjmc.org/catalog/yellow-candles


Temple Israel of Riverhead 7 April 2025 

 



Temple Israel of Riverhead 8 April 2025 

 



Temple Israel of Riverhead 9 April 2025 

 



Temple Israel of Riverhead 10 April 2025 

 My Farewell Message 
 

Dear Congregants: Nearly 20 years ago I took over the Temple Israel Bulletin and web-
site, from Paul Lowy. Over the years a lot has changed, but not the commitment and 
leadership of our Temple. Through several Rabbis, Temple Israel has endured and 
adapted to the times, and I have enjoyed working with all involved. 
 
This will be my last bulletin. It has been a pleasure working with our supporters, and 
ensuring a quality product each time.  
 
I wish my successor the best of luck in chronicling the events, comings, and goings of 
you, the members of TIR. 
 
Sincerely, Allen Silver 
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Talmud Classes: Tractate Pesahim Chapter 10 
 

Rabbi Rascoe's Talmud classes are studying Tractate Pesahim, Chapter 10, via Zoom, at 6 
PM. This class meets on Wednesdays in April and May, except April 16. The chapter details 
what we say at the Passover Seder, which later becomes the Haggadah. There is always re-
view, and no advance reading is required. Attendees receive an introduction to Talmudic 
logic, thought, and law. 

Interfaith Bible Class 
 
The Interfaith Bible Class will meet via Zoom on April 9 and May 14, from 9:30-11:30 
AM. Please contact the Rabbi for information and the link.  

Bible Study: Exodus 
 

Rabbi Rascoe will be holding these classes via Zoom, at 6:30 PM on Thursdays in April 
and May, except April 17.  

Jewish Philosophy 
 
Join Rabbi Rascoe and explore Jewish Philosophy via Zoom. Classes will be held at  6 
PM on Tuesdays in April and May, except April 15. We are currently discussing Eugene B. 
Borowitz's Liberal Judaism.  

Please note: Congregants will receive emailed instructions for attending Rabbi Rascoe's 
classes via Zoom. Classes may be cancelled when the class decides to take a break, and you 
may come late or leave early. Contact Rabbi Rascoe for more information.  
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 TODAH RABAH! 

 
Donations to Temple Israel of Riverhead 

 
Kiddush Feb. 22nd in honor of Charles Marchbein—Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Marchbein. 

In memory of Irwin Garsten—Mr. & Mrs. William Fields. 

Yahrzeit for Herschel Rolnick—friend of Sharon Siegel. 

Yahrzeit for Irwin Garsten—husband of Flora Garsten. 

Yahrzeit for Leo Ganz—father of Michael Ganz. 

Yahrzeit for Pearl Goldsmith—mother of Harvey Goldsmith. 

Yahrzeit for Mary Prussick—mother of Kelly Rosati. 

Yahrzeit for Shirley Elphand—mother of Phyllis Van Dyne. 

Yahrzeit for Pauline Israel—mother of Richard Israel. 

Yahrzeit for Ike Israel—father of Richard Israel. 

Yahrzeit for Benjamin Press—father of Louise Press. 

Yahrzeit for Sari Klein—mother of Alice Ganz. 

Yahrzeit for Sophie Scheinberg—mother of Shep Scheinberg. 

Yahrzeit for Florence Schiff—aunt of Esther Printz. 

Yahrzeit for Allen Schneider—cousin of Harley Abrams. 

Yahrzeit for Yetta Hagler—mother of Stanley Hagler. 

Yahrzeit for Richard Katz—father of Rebecca Hagler. 
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 TODAH RABAH! 

Yellow Candle Program Donations 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Victor Seitles 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hefter 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Mainzer 

Candle Light-
ing Times 

4/4 7:00 PM 

4/11 7:08 PM 

4/18 7:15 PM 

4/25 7:23 PM 

5/2 7:30 PM 

(Rabbi—continued from page 2) 

read in Jeremiah 9:22-23 (or 23-34), “Let 
not the wise glory in their wisdom;/ Let 
not the strong glory in their strength;/ Let 
not the rich glory in their riches./  But on-
ly in this should one glory:/ In being ear-
nestly devoted to Me./  For I, God, act 
with kindness,/ justice, and equity in the 
world;/ For in these I delight.” 
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Our Judaica Shop 
 

If you need Shabbat or holiday items for yourself, or for a gift, you will find them right in the 
Temple. Our Judaica Shop boasts a large inventory of beautiful items, many of them dis-
played in the Social Hall's glass cases. Kiddush cups, glass platters, Shabbat-to-go, kipot, Se-
der and matzoh plates, menorahs, children's books and toys, cookbooks, and candlesticks are 
all there. Contact Carole Jones at the TIR office, 631-727-3191, with any requests.  

Ongoing Silent Fundraisers for Temple Israel 
 
TD Bank: Stop in at the Westhampton Beach branch to find out about all the special offers 
for TIR members. TD bank will make contributions to TIR based on activity from our mem-
bers. For details on their Affinity Membership Program, stop in at any branch if you are al-
ready a TD Bank customer. 
 
Peninsula Wines and Liquors offers wine at discounted prices, delivered directly to the 
temple. A percentage of the cost is donated back to us each time you buy. Anyone need-
ing wine or liquor can contact Jaime Siegel, or call Peninsula Wines directly at 516-374-
0900. Ask for Jim Cari, and be sure to mention Temple Israel. 
 
Donate an old car to Temple Israel for a tax deduction. It’s easy—just call (866) 392-
4483, or click on the link on our website. Be sure to designate Temple Israel of Riverhead as 
the recipient. 

Plant a Tree in Israel 
 

You can have a tree planted in Israel for a donation of $18. Contact 
Carole Jones at the TIR office, 631-727-3191. All checks should 
be made out to Temple Israel of Riverhead, or you can use PayPal 
from our website. 
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An Easy Way to Help TI—Go Food Shopping! 

Please contact Lorraine 
Richter (631-553-7635) 
or the Temple office to 
arrange a purchase. The 
total profit from card 
sales is donated to the 
general fund each year. 
Please support this silent 
fundraiser. 

Gift cards are now availa-
ble for most major super-
markets: 

  

• ShopRite 

• Stop & Shop  

• King Kullen 

Leaves on the Tree of Life 
 
An engraved leaf on the lovely Tree of Life which graces 
our Social Hall is a joyous reminder of a Bat or Bar Mitz-
vah, an anniversary, a wedding, or a special birthday, and 
also a fitting tribute to the memory of a loved one. The cost 
of a leaf is $180 for members. Please contact Phyllis 
VanDyne at 631-734-7511 for information. 
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 Did you know? 

For a donation of only $180.00,  
you could sponsor the rabbi’s sermon 

on any Shabbat! 
 

You choose the subject, or the teaching, with 
Rabbi Rascoe’s approval. 

 

 
 

For a donation of $360, if you’d like,  
we offer a Shabbat service without a sermon.  

Where to purchase kosher food locally 

Goldberg's Bagels & Deli, at  65 Main St, Westhampton Beach, has a 
wide selection of kosher bagels and appetizing available.  

The Mill Road Cheese Shop, Westhampton Beach, (631) 998- 0483, now carries some 
kosher items. 

Beach Bakery, in Westhampton Beach, is under kosher supervision.  

BJ’s and Costco also have pareve cookies in their bakeries.  
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 YAHRZEITS 
We remember these lives on the approaching anniversary of their passing. 

May their memories be a blessing. 
  April      Nissan/Iyar 5785  

4/1 Schmalz, Ruth R. Nissan 3   

4/3 Schackman, Janet Nissan 5   

4/4 Fishtahl, Max Nissan 6   

4/4 Harding, Morris Nissan 6   

4/5 Cohen, Herman Nissan 7   

4/5 Froehlich, Irving Nissan 7   

4/6 Levinton, David Jeffrey Nissan 8   

4/6 Lowenthal, Martin Nissan 8   

4/6 Schulman, David Nissan 8   

4/6 Spitzer, Morris Nissan 8   

4/6 Weixelbaum, Hilda Nissan 8   

4/8 Gradus, Milton Nissan 10   

4/8 Schneider, Allen Nissan 10   

4/9 Hahn, Carra Nissan 11   

4/9 Mainzer, August Nissan 11   

4/10 Gradus, Hilda Nissan 12   

4/10 Siskind, Louis Nissan 12   

4/10 Tepper, Milton Nissan 12   

4/11 Korus, Edward Nissan 13   

4/11 Lustig, Celia Nissan 13   

4/11 Weixelbaum, Jesse Nissan 13   

4/12 Brown, Sarah Nissan 14   

4/12 Nevins, Jenny Nissan 14   

4/12 Prizer, Rebecca Nissan 14   

4/13 Chizever, Danny Nissan 15   

4/13 Gradus, Gilda Nissan 15   

4/13 Leon, Samuel Nissan 15   

4/13 Zaglin, Lottie Nissan 15   

4/14 Alpert, Ted Nissan 16   

4/14 Slaw, Harry Nissan 16   

4/16 Silver, Max, Nissan 18   

4/17 Korosteshevsky, Levi Nissan 19   

4/18 Brander, Abraham Nissan 20   

4/18 Edelman, Isidore Nissan 20   

4/18 Golding, Ruth Nissan 20   

4/19 Gattegno, Morris Nissan 21   

4/19 Sanders, Sarah Nissan 21   

4/19 Siskind, Jeannette Nissan 21   

4/20 Harding, Bessie Nissan 22   

4/20 Rosenfeld, May Nissan 22   

4/21 Rosenblatt, Bernard Nissan 23   

4/21 Schmalz, Paul Nissan 23   

4/22 Anker, Douglas Jay Nissan 24   

4/22 Catania, Elizabeth Nissan 24   

4/22 Frank, Sidney Nissan 24   

4/22 Lefkowitz, Ruth Nissan 24   

4/22 Mathews, Sophie Nissan 24   

4/22 Segal, Meyer Nissan 24   

4/22 Shaw, Jerry Nissan 24   

4/23 Fivel, Pauline Nissan 25   

4/23 Goldman, Sheppard Nissan 25   

4/24 Brown, Walter Nissan 26   

4/24 Feldman, Pauline Ann Nissan 26   

4/25 Korosteshevsky, Gershon Nissan 27   

4/26 Klein, Kenneth Martin Nissan 28   

4/27 Levine, Essie Nissan 29   

4/27 Mottus, Dora Nissan 29   

4/27 Sandberg, Gertrude Nissan 29   

4/28 Perkal, Samuel Nissan 30   

4/28 Schulman, Marcia Nissan 30   

4/28 Stein, Harriet Nissan 30   

4/30 Feldman, Pauline Iyar 2   

4/30 Maruna, Gregory Iyar 2   

4/30 Squires, Witty Iyar 2   

5/1 Schneider, Sheila Iyar 3   

5/2 Rosen, Albert Iyar 4   

5/2 Spitzer, Sam Iyar 4   

5/3 Berk, Arthur Iyar 5   

5/4 Rascoe, David Iyar 6   

5/5 Spitzer, Jessie Iyar 7   

5/5 Thompson, William Iyar 7   
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Temple Israel of Riverhead 21 April 2025 

 

For Information: 
 

Advertising and  
Public Relations 

Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

Book Club Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

Bulletin Allen Silver 
asilver9@gmail.com 

631-744-7551 

Capital Campaign Richard Israel 727-5500 x11 

Cemetery Lisa Israel 727-5500 x10 

Custodian Contact Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Education Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Fundraising Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

High Holidays   

House Manager Rob Brown 631-298-2608 

Judaica Shop Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Membership Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Oneg Shabbat Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

President Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Programs and Events    

Ritual Committee Lisa Israel 727-5500 x10 

Social Hall Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Special Gifts Howard Collins 631-779-3042 

Temple Office Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Trees in Israel Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Tree of Life Phyllis Van Dyne 631-734-7511 

Supermarket 
Certificates 

Carole Jones (Office) 
Lorraine Richter 

631-727-3191 
631-653-9028 

Officers:  

President Jaime Siegel 

1st Vice President Barbara Smith 

Treasurer Richard Israel 

Secretary 
  

Linda Prizer 

  
 

Trustees:  

Harley Abrams  

Robert Brown   

Rebecca Hagler  

Lisa Israel  

Lorraine Richter  

  

 

Bulletin Committee:  

Allen Silver Lee Ann Silver 

Jaime Siegel  
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Temple Israel of Riverhead 
490 Northville Turnpike 
P.O. Box 1531 
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TEMPLE ISRAEL OF RIVERHEAD is affiliated with the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 
 
 

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

April 13 Passover Seder 

April 23 Yellow Candle 

April 27 Yom HaShoah Program 

May 18 Northwell Walk for Health 

May 23 BBQ and Raffle Drawing 

Many adult classes are being offered with Rabbi Rascoe. See inside for details. 

http://www.uscj.org/index1.html

