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(Rabbi—continued on page 2) 

Robert Kraft’s Foundation 
to Combat Antisemitism 
Super Bowl ad with a blue 
square covering hatred 
generated controversy. 
Complaints included: the 
Jewish student was pas-
sive and relied on others; 
gestures are not enough 
(it neither shows a perpe-

trator nor the slur’s consequence); it’s not uni-
versal enough, only when we broaden it to in-
clude all hate will we get non-Jews to realize 
that Jews feel antisemitism (93% of Jews think 
it’s a problem vs 70% of non-Jews – 63% of 
those under 30 years old, yet only 51% can de-
fine antisemitism)/this country is great because 
all are equal citizens and so all are protected; it 
shows how wrong our institutions are – in Bret 
Stephens’ comment a few days earlier, we must 
dismantle the ADL (and presumably Kraft’s ad) 
and invest more in Jewish identity 
(Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro recently com-
mented that after the antisemitic attack on his 
residence on Pesah, he deepened his faith); 
and more. They’re all good points. Usually, life’s 
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(Rabbi—continued from page 1) 

complexity needs more than one way 
to handle it. 
 
This column appears nearly on Purim, 
the first case of anti-Judaism. It oc-
curred to Diaspora Jews with pagan 
sounding names (Mordekhai sounds 
like the god Marduk and Esther the 
goddess Ishtar); Esther hides her 
identity (Esther can be seen to come 
from the Hebrew root word meaning 
“hide”; and, like many Diaspora Jews, 
she also has a Hebrew name, 
Hadasah). We all know the story, 
which operates on a human level with 
no mention of God, though maybe 
there’s a veiled reference. 
 
The issue of antisemitism, which 
keeps changing slightly as times 
change, is complex. I don’t have an 
answer to this age-old question. I will 
close with a story and an observation, 
which flows from my being a rabbi. 
 
The quick-witted, later prime minister 
under Queen Victoria, Jewish convert 
to Christianity, Benjamin Disraeli, in 

1835 debated Irish Catholic leader 
and Member of Parliament Daniel 
O’Connell. O’Connell had demeaned 
Disraeli in various articles for, as his 
name showed, he was a Jew. He 
called him a reptile and contended 
that it was not a term of reproach, but 
that Disraeli was a shame to the Jew-
ish race. He also said, “We cannot re-
ally take seriously what Disraeli says. 
After all, he is a descendant of Jews.” 
Disraeli said, “Yes, I am a Jew, and 
while the ancestors of the right honor-
able gentleman were brutal savages 
in an unknown land, mine were 
priests in the Temple of Solomon.”*  
 
Of course by then Disraeli, who had 
changed the spelling of his name, 
was Christian. 
 
I don’t know if Bret Stephens is cor-
rect on how to respond to antisemi-
tism, but antisemitism doesn’t moti-
vate people to be Jews. He’s certainly 
correct about how to be a Jew. Anti-
semites don’t care whether we ob-
serve or are ignorant, so we should 

When you buy a car at Apple Honda, mention Temple Israel 
and we will make a $100.00 donation in your name 

1375 Old Country Road 
Riverhead, N.Y11901 

Phone (631) 727-0555 
Fax (631) 727-8453 

In Memory of 

Segal 

From Siegel 

(Rabbi—continued on page 12 
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Donations to Temple Israel of Riverhead 
 

Donation—Cheryl Kurash 
Donation—Roberta Arnold 
Donation—Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Israel 
Donation for the Children’s Programs—Sharon Siegel 
Yahrzeit for Rose Goldstein-- Mother-in-law of Renee Goldtein 
Yahrzeit for Stuart Tobin--Father of Jocelyn 
Yahrzeit for Pauline Siegel—Mother of Gary Siegel 
Yahrzeit for Sam Prizer—Grandfather of Linda Prizer 
Yahrzeit for Henry Arbeeny—Linda Prizer 
Yahrzeit for David Glickstein—Nephew of Ruth Prizer 
Yahrzeit for Herbert Glickstein—Brother of Ruth Prizer 
Yahrzeit for Dorothy Siegel—Grandmother of Jaime Siegel 
Yahrzeit for Sherwood Goldstein—Uncle of Josh Printz 
Yahrzeit for Isaac & Pauline Israel—Parents of Richard Israel 
Yahrzeit for Mercedes Diamond—Mother of Lisa Israel 
Yahrzeit for Shirley Elphand—Mother of Phyllis Van Dyne 
Yahrzeit for Charles Raffe—Husband of Olivia Raffe 
Yahrzeit for Barnett Raffe—Grandfather of Charles Raffe 
Yahrzeit for Paul Lowy—Joy Salberg 
Yahrzeit for Florence Schiff—Aunt of Esther Printz 
Yahrzeit for Robin Prussick Jacobs—Sister of Kelly Rosati 
Yahrzeit for Mary Prussick—Mother of Kelly Rosati 
Yahrzeit for Leo Ganz—Father of Michael Ganz 
Yahrzeit for Phyllis Besseman—Beloved Mother of Amy Csorny 
Yahrzeit for Herschel Rolnick—Friend of Sharon Siegel 
Yahrzeit for Herschel Rolnick—Friend of Jaime Siegel 

TODAH RABAH! 
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Donations to Temple Israel of Riverhead 

 
Donations for Jaime’s Journal that didn’t make the Journal: 
 
Mr. Howard Collins 
Mr. Paul Nadel 
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Silver  
 
Trees for Israel: 

Leonard Schwartz—Jaime Siegel  

 

 

TODAH RABAH! 
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Talmud Classes: Tractate Pesahim  
 

Rabbi Rascoe's Talmud classes are studying Tractate Pesahim via Zoom, at 6 PM. This 
class meets on Wednesdays. There is always review, and no advance reading is required. 
Attendees receive an introduction to Talmudic logic, thought, and law.  

Interfaith Bible Class 
 
The Interfaith Bible Class will meet via Zoom  from 9:30-11:30 AM. Please contact the 
Rabbi for information and the link.  

Bible Study: Exodus 
 

Rabbi Rascoe will be holding these classes via Zoom, at 6:30 PM on Thursdays .  

Jewish Philosophy 
 
Join Rabbi Rascoe and explore Jewish Philosophy via Zoom. Classes will be held at  6 
PM on Tuesdays. We are currently discussing Eugene B. Borowitz's Liberal Judaism.  

Please note: Congregants will receive emailed instructions for attending Rabbi Rascoe's 
classes via Zoom. Classes may be cancelled when the class decides to take a break, and you 
may come late or leave early. Contact Rabbi Rascoe for more information.  

New Class: The Prophets 
 

Rabbi Rascoe was requested to add a class on the Prophets.  If you are interested, please 
contact Rabbi Rascoe.  Day and time will be determined by the participants.  
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Candle Light-
ing Times 

3/6 5:34 PM 

3/13 6:42 PM 

3/20 6:50 PM 

3/27 6:57 PM 

4/3 7:04 PM 

4/10 7:12 PM 

4/17 7:19 PM 

4/22 
 

7:26 
 

PM 
 

(Rabbi—continued from page 2) 

be Jewishly knowledgeable and observant.  
 
Most people actually respect us more when we are, 
and we respect ourselves better. This creates identi-
ty, builds confidence, and strengthens families and 
community by inculcating a sense of belonging. 
_______ 
 
* Even more colorful versions exist of his retort, but 
this probably is closest to what he actually said. He 
also was the first to say, “When a man fell into his 
anecdotage, it was a sign for him to retire from the 
world.” 

Our Judaica Shop 
 

If you need Shabbat or holiday items for yourself, or for a gift, you will find them right in the 
Temple. Our Judaica Shop boasts a large inventory of beautiful items, many of them dis-
played in the Social Hall's glass cases. Kiddush cups, glass platters, Shabbat-to-go, kipot, Se-
der and matzoh plates, menorahs, children's books and toys, cookbooks, and candlesticks are 
all there. Contact Carole Jones at the TIR office, 631-727-3191, with any requests.  
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 Ongoing Silent Fundraisers for Temple Israel 
 
TD Bank: Stop in at the Westhampton Beach branch to find out about all the special offers 
for TIR members. TD bank will make contributions to TIR based on activity from our mem-
bers. For details on their Affinity Membership Program, stop in at any branch if you are al-
ready a TD Bank customer. 
 
Peninsula Wines and Liquors offers wine at discounted prices, delivered directly to the 
temple. A percentage of the cost is donated back to us each time you buy. Anyone need-
ing wine or liquor can contact Jaime Siegel, or call Peninsula Wines directly at 516-374-
0900. Ask for Jim Cari, and be sure to mention Temple Israel.  

 
Donate an old car to Temple Israel for a tax deduction. It’s easy—just call (866) 392-
4483, or click on the link on our website. Be sure to designate Temple Israel of Riverhead as 
the recipient. 

Plant a Tree in Israel 
 

You can have a tree planted in Israel for a donation of $18. Contact 
Carole Jones at the TIR office, 631-727-3191. All checks should 
be made out to Temple Israel of Riverhead, or you can use PayPal 
from our website. 
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An Easy Way to Help TI—Go Food Shopping! 

Please contact Lorraine 
Richter (631-553-7635) 
or the Temple office to 
arrange a purchase. The 
total profit from card 
sales is donated to the 
general fund each year. 
Please support this silent 
fundraiser. 

Gift cards are now availa-
ble for most major super-
markets: 

  

• ShopRite 

• Stop & Shop  

• King Kullen 

Leaves on the Tree of Life 
 
An engraved leaf on the lovely Tree of Life which graces 
our Social Hall is a joyous reminder of a Bat or Bar Mitz-
vah, an anniversary, a wedding, or a special birthday, and 
also a fitting tribute to the memory of a loved one. The cost 
of a leaf is $180 for members. Please contact Phyllis 
VanDyne at 631-734-7511 for information. 
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 Did you know? 

For a donation of only $180.00,  
you could sponsor the rabbi’s sermon 

on any Shabbat! 
 

You choose the subject, or the teaching, with 
Rabbi Rascoe’s approval. 

 

 
 

For a donation of $360, if you’d like,  
we offer a Shabbat service without a sermon.  

Where to purchase kosher food locally 

 

Goldberg's Bagels & Deli, at  65 Main St, Westhampton Beach, has a 
wide selection of kosher bagels and appetizing available.  

Beach Bakery, in Westhampton Beach, is under kosher supervision.  

BJ’s and Costco also have pareve cookies in their bakeries.  
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 YAHRZEITS 
We remember these lives on the approaching anniversary of their passing. 

May their memories be a blessing. 
  March      Adar/Nisan 5786  

1-Mar Israel Edelman Adar 12  
1-Mar Shirley Rothenstein Adar 12  
2-Mar Solomon Raffe Adar 13  
2-Mar Samuel Steiner Adar 13  
2-Mar Nathan Tobin Adar 13  
3-Mar Marcia Besserman Adar 14  
3-Mar Helena Finkelstein Adar 14  
3-Mar Alice Nadel Adar 14  
3-Mar Ernest Schmalz Adar 14  
3-Mar Lillian Smith Adar 14  
4-Mar Neddie Sturm Adar 15  
5-Mar Miriam Israel Adar 16  
6-Mar Harry R. Davis Adar 17  
6-Mar Lynne Gordon Adar 17  
6-Mar Max Katz Adar 17  
6-Mar Frances Segal Adar 17  
6-Mar Lenore Kutlow Tobin Adar 17  
7-Mar Harry Abrams Adar 18  
7-Mar Sophie Scheinberg Adar 18  
8-Mar Lewis Heller Adar 19  
8-Mar Benjamin Press Adar 19  
8-Mar Sadie Scheininger Adar 19  
9-Mar Fannie Lipetz Adar 20  

10-Mar Barbara Dresher Adar 21  
10-Mar Rose Karlin Adar 21  
10-Mar Ray Prizer Adar 21  
10-Mar Paul Schroeder Adar 21  
11-Mar Samuel Levine Adar 22  
11-Mar Louis Saffer Adar 22  
12-Mar Pauline Israel Adar 23  
12-Mar Sarah Michaelson Adar 23  
13-Mar Jacob Hochheiser Adar 24  
13-Mar Esther Raffe Adar 24  
13-Mar Miriam Silver Adar 24  
14-Mar Fred Jaeger Adar 25  
16-Mar Leona Kaiserman Adar 27  

17-Mar Edythe Kutlow Adar 28  
18-Mar Jack Coladner Adar 29  
18-Mar Hannah Gradus Adar 29  
18-Mar Sari Klein Adar 29  
18-Mar Raymond Novidoff Adar 29  
19-Mar Albert Bartick Nissan 1  
20-Mar Pearl Goldsmith Nissan 2  
20-Mar Brucha Grossman Nissan 2  
21-Mar Ruth R. Schmalz Nissan 3  
23-Mar Janet Schackman Nissan 5  
24-Mar Max Fishtahl Nissan 6  
24-Mar Morris Harding Nissan 6  
25-Mar Herman Cohen Nissan 7  
25-Mar Irving Froehlich Nissan 7  
26-Mar David Jeffrey Levinton Nissan 8  
26-Mar Martin Lowenthal Nissan 8  
26-Mar David Schulman Nissan 8  
26-Mar Morris Spitzer Nissan 8  
26-Mar Hilda Weixelbaum Nissan 8  
28-Mar Milton Gradus Nissan 10  
28-Mar Allen Schneider Nissan 10  
29-Mar Carra Hahn Nissan 11  
29-Mar August Mainzer Nissan 11  
30-Mar Hilda Gradus Nissan 12  
30-Mar Louis Siskind Nissan 12  
30-Mar Milton Tepper Nissan 12  
31-Mar Edward Korus Nissan 13  
31-Mar Celia Lustig Nissan 13  
31-Mar Jesse Weixelbaum Nissan 13  

1-Apr Sarah Brown Nissan 14  
1-Apr Jenny Nevins Nissan 14  
1-Apr Rebecca Prizer Nissan 14  
2-Apr Danny Chizever Nissan 15  
2-Apr Gilda Gradus Nissan 15  
2-Apr Samuel Leon Nissan 15  
2-Apr Lottie Zaglin Nissan 15  
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Temple Israel of Riverhead 19 March 2026 

 

For Information: 
 

Advertising and  
Public Relations 

Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

Book Club Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

Bulletin Jaime Siegel 
nyclincoln@aol.com 

631-653-3985 

Capital Campaign Richard Israel 727-5500 x11 

Cemetery Lisa Israel 727-5500 x10 

Custodian Contact Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Education Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Fundraising Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

High Holidays   

House Manager Rob Brown 631-298-2608 

Judaica Shop Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Membership Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Oneg Shabbat Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

President Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Programs and Events    

Ritual Committee Lisa Israel 727-5500 x10 

Social Hall Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Special Gifts Howard Collins 631-779-3042 

Temple Office Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Trees in Israel Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Tree of Life Phyllis Van Dyne 631-734-7511 

Supermarket 
Certificates 

Carole Jones (Office) 
Lorraine Richter 

631-727-3191 
631-653-9028 

Officers:  

President Jaime Siegel 

1st Vice President Barbara Smith 

Treasurer Richard Israel 

Secretary 
  

Linda Prizer 

  
 

Trustees:  

Harley Abrams  

Robert Brown   

Lisa Israel  

Lorraine Richter  

Abigail Moore   

  

 

Bulletin Committee:  

Gary Siegel Barbara Smith 

Jaime Siegel  
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Temple Israel of Riverhead 
490 Northville Turnpike 
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TEMPLE ISRAEL OF RIVERHEAD is affiliated with the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 
 
 

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

March 2-3 Purim 

March 27-28 Ezra Schneider Bar Mitzvah 

April 1 Community Passover Seder 

April 1-9 Passover 

May 21-23 Shavuot 

Many adult classes are being offered with Rabbi Rascoe. See inside for details. 

http://www.uscj.org/index1.html

