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RABBIôS REFLECTIONS:  

To Turkey and Beyond  

This title is a double-
entendre (neither is risqu®, 
but both are risky.) Thanks-
giving we often call Turkey 
Day, as we consume this 
quintessential American 
bird. Ben Franklin wanted it 
to be the national bird for its 
moral character (todayôs stu-
pid, flightless bird is bred to 
be that way,) and because it 

protects its territory (against British redcoats.) Tur-
key also is a Muslim nation established by Mustafa 
Kemal Pasha (a Battle of Gallipoli hero) in 1923 
(thus the title Atat¿rk, ñfather of the Turks.ò) He was 
its first president, began modern legal, social, and 
political reforms, and separated mosque and state; 
most of which current President Recep Tayyip 
Erdoĵan seems to want to undo. This led me to think 
about Jews in the US, religion, and the Judeo-
Christian ethic and heritage. 
 
Louis Ginzbergôs ñPrayer for Our Countryò (in Con-
servative prayer books) reads, ñCreator of all flesh, 
bless all the inhabitants of our country with Your 
spirit. May citizens of all races and creeds forge a 
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common bond in true harmony to banish 
hatred and bigotry, and to safeguard the ide-
als and free institutions that are the pride 
and glory of our country. May this land, un-
der Your providence, be an influence for 
good throughout the world, uniting all peo-
ple in peace and freedom.ò  Dr. Ginzberg 
possibly echoed President George Washing-
tonôs sentiments from a letter to the New-
port, Rhode Island Jews (August 21, 1790,) 
citing the US as an example to the world of 
an ñenlarged and liberal policy...for happily 
the Government of the United States, which 
gives to bigotry no sanction, to persecution 
no assistance, requires only that they who 
live under its protection, should demean 
themselves as good citizens.ò  He ends by 
saying that each of us ñshall sit in safety un-
der his own Vine and Figtree, and there 
shall be none to make him afraid,ò (quoting 
Micah 4:4,) and that ñthe Father of all mer-
cies scatter light and not darkness in our 
paths, and make us all...useful here, and in 
His own due time and way everlastingly 
happy.ò  President Washington partly quot-
ed the earlier letter (August 17, 1790) by 
Moses Seixas, the Newport synagogue war-
den, inviting him to Newport. 
 
This history reminds us of some truths. 
Some we love, and some may make us un-
comfortable. Yet we are thankful for them. 
First, they concretize our equal place and 
rights in the US, including the right to wor-
ship as we wish. Besides freedom, it as-
sumes we must work with other people and 
faiths to better our country, and to make it a 
beacon to the world. Given our long history, 
we should be eternally grateful for these 
rights. 
Some are uncomfortable with the clear as-
sociation to God, and our joyful gratitude 

towards and humble dependence upon 
God.*  The history of the holiday asserts 
this truth from the Pilgrims through Presi-
dents George Washington, Abraham Lin-
coln, and Franklin Delano Roosevelt, up 
to modern Presidents like Reagan, Carter, 
Bush, Clinton, Bush, Obama, and pre-
sumably Trump. Present from our earliest 
days is the belief that God endowed us 
with certain inalienable rights, which are 
tied to our destiny as individuals and as a 
country. Reverend Martin Luther King 
spoke of it as the basis for understanding 
the essential human worth of each one of 
us. Commentator Walter Lippman called 
it ñthe forgotten foundation of democra-
cy,ò and wrote that we will suffer as we 
move from these principles:  ñThe decay 
of decency in the modern age, the rebel-
lion against law and good faith, the treat-
ment of human beings as things, as mere 
instruments of power and ambition, is 
without a doubt the consequence of the 
decay of the belief in man as something 
more than an animal animated by highly- 
conditioned reflexes and chemical reac-
tions.ò  Liberal commentator Charles 
Reese made a similar observation. 
 
Many will gather at the Thanksgiving ta-
ble and either thank God or notice some-
thing missing. I have criticized ñthe Judeo
-Christian ethicò (in which the Bible ends 
Judaism, everything else is Christian; nor 
do we always agree with their ethics,) but 
we both imitate God; care for orphans, 
strangers, and widows; befriend 
strangers; and feed and clothe them be-
cause we were strangers in the land of 
Egyptò (Deuteronomy 10:12-19.)  We 
must rediscover our religious, God-based 
values. If we do so, in the spirit of 

(Rabbiðcontinued on page 4) 
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Thanksgiving, we will work with others 
to make this the better world of which 
politicians can only dream, and truly cre-
ate the best society in humanityôs history.  
 
Happy Thanksgiving. 
 
*I have noticed that many people walk 
around, fold tallitot, and head out while 
we sing óAmerica the Beautifulô and 
óHatikvah.ô If those songs have any 
meaning, then we should stand at atten-
tion. If they donôt, we should stop singing 
them, and end the service 90 seconds ear-
lier. 
 
Many have heard me comment that we 
should pay attention to the words in the 
book, which are the correct words. Grant-

ed, some of the words we often hear for 
óAmericaô make more sense, but they are 
not whatôs written. As for óHatikvah,ô 
some of us remember 3 versions ago. Im-
berôs poem from 1877-8 (not published 
until 1878) changed quite a bit in 1905, 
and a bit more in 1933, when the 18th Zi-
onist Congress adopted it as its anthem. 
The words changed again slightly to re-
flect statehood between 1948 and the ear-
ly 1950ôs. They were again altered a bit 
over time up until about 1968. Interest-
ingly, even though it was the unofficial 
national anthem after statehood, per-
formed by the Israel Philharmonic Or-
chestra immediately after Ben Gurion de-
clared statehood, it was not officially de-
clared the national anthem until Novem-
ber 2004. 
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²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ōǳȅ ŀ ŎŀǊ ŀǘ !ǇǇƭŜ IƻƴŘŀΣ ƳŜƴǝƻƴ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ LǎǊŀŜƭ 
ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ϷмллΦлл Řƻƴŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ 

мотр hƭŘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ wƻŀŘ 
wƛǾŜǊƘŜŀŘΣ bΦ¸ммфлм 

tƘƻƴŜ όсомύ тнт-лррр 
CŀȄ όсомύ тнт-упро 

 
Winter Shabbat Dinners Return! 
Starting November 10th, 2017 until March 9th, 2018 

 
Friday night Shabbat services will begin at 5:30 PM,  

followed by a community dinner. 

Join us for services and dinner. 

It is a wonderful evening, and a great way to begin Shabbat. 

 

      Thank you to our upcoming sponsors: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consider sponsoring a Friday night dinner for $180.00,  
but whether you are a sponsor, or not, please join us. 

11/10 The Richter family  

11/17 The Smith family  

11/24 The Milligan family  
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 Coming to Temple Israel of Riverheadð 
Parker Jewish Institute Launches New 

 

Mobile Adult Day Care Program 
Parker Jewish Institute for Health Care and Rehabili-
tation is proud to announce a new and innovative so-
cial adult day program for older adults on Eastern 
Long Island, offered under a grant from the UJA Fed-
eration of New York. The purpose of this program is 
to provide relief for caregivers who need a break, 
while at the same time providing meaningful activi-
ties for their loved ones.  

Parkerôs mobile adult day care program offers an array of therapeutic activities that en-
hance quality of life, enabling participants to make new friends and remain active. Ac-
tivities include  music, art, current events discussion, trivia, and more. During this time, 
caregivers have free time to relax, run errands, keep an appointment, or spend time with 
friends and family; with the peace of mind of knowing that their loved one is under the 
supervision of a professional-care staff.  

This is an opportunity for caregivers to find relief and respite, while their loved ones 
participate in activities that enhance quality of life, increase socialization, form new 
connections,  and encourage them to remain active.  

Applications are currently being accepted.  
Interested parties can call for more information at: (718) 289-2102 

 

Itôs not too late to advertise in our bulletin for 2018! 
 

Our prices are very reasonable, starting at $100 per year for a business card 
ad. The Temple Israel bulletin is the perfect place for small businesses to 
reach out to our Jewish community. Our bulletins also appear on the Internet 
at our website: www.TempleIsraelRiverhead.org, at no additional charge.  
 
Contact Allen Silver at asilver9@optonline.net or call at 631-744-7551. 
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Something to Kvell about? Let us know! 
 
Please let us know if you have an event you would like to celebrate: the birth 
of a child or grandchild, a special graduation, an accomplishment of a close 
relative, or any of the other joys of life. Email the information to Allen Silver 
at asilver9@optonline.net. 

 Location: 
Temple Israel of Riverhead 

Parker Jewish Institute For Health Care and Rehabilitation 

Aging and Memory Loss 
When Should I Be Concerned and When  

to Seek Help? 

Thursday, November 9,  11:00 AM-12:30 PM 

Willing Hearts, Helpful Hands has part-
nered with the Center of Excellence for Alz-
heimerôs Disease at Stony Brook University 
to present an informative discussion, led by 
one of our experienced physicians, about age
-related memory loss; when to seek help, and 
what services are available to caregivers. 
Memory screenings will also be available to 
those who are interested.  
 

*This initiative is supported, (in part), by a grant from 
the New York State Department of Health.  

To Register 
 

Call us at  
(516) 586-1507 

 
or email to 

whhh@parkerinstitute.org, 
 

or go to  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/

caregivereducation 
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Plant a Tree in Israel 
 

You can have a tree planted in 
Israel for a donation of $18. 
Contact Sheila Muller, at PO 
Box 2433, Aquebogue, NY 
11931; 631-722-4711; or  

suraelka@aol.com. All checks should be 
made out to Temple Israel of Riverhead, or 
you can use PayPal from our website. 

Sponsor a Speaker at  Temple 
Israel 

 
If you are interested in sponsoring a future 
Shabbat speaker program, please contact 
Jaime Siegel or Lorraine Richter. 
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Temple Israel of Riverhead 

Book Club 
 
 

Tuesday December 5, 2017 at 7:00 PM 

 
 

The Liberated Bride  
 by A.B. Yehoshua  

 
Location:  TBD 

 
RSVPôs are necessary to reserve appropriate space. 

Contact Barbara Smith or the Temple Office with any questions. 
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Best wishes to  
Temple Israel 

from  

Siegel and Segal  

The Personhood of God 
 

On Tuesday, November 7, from 7-8 PM, we will look at the different images of God as a 
person, and what those images say about God, our faith, and the whole human condition. 

Talmud Classes  
 

Talmud classes continue on the following Wednesdays: November 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29 
from 6 to 7:30 PM. Rabbi Rascoe invites you to join us. There is always review, so no 
previous attendance is required. Attendees receive an introduction to Talmudic logic, 
thought, and law. 
 

Interfaith Bible Book-of-the-Month Club 
 
The Interfaith Bible Class will meet on Wednesday, November 8, from 9:30 AM-11:30 
AM, at St. Marks Church, 105 Randall Road, Shoreham. The meeting will continue with 
the Book of Psalms.  
 
Please call Mike Griske (631-849-1744,) club President, with any questions. 


