
Temple Israel of Riverhead 1 November 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Temple Israel of Riverhead 

Bulletin  

490 Northville Tpke., P.O. Box 1531, Riverhead, New York 11901-0954 

Email: TempleIsraelRH@optonline.net 

www.TempleisraelRiverhead.org 

November 2013 
Volume #1 9 

Heshvan/Kislev  5774 
Issue #9 

Temple Office: (631) 727-3191 

Rabbi’s Study: (631) 369-5997 

Rabbi William Siemers 

In This Issue 

Rabbi’s Message 1-2 

Community Menorah 

Lighting 
3 

Hanukkah Bazaar, 

Brunch, and Raffle 
5 

Winter Shabbat Dinners   

Return 
6 

TI Rededication and 

Ribbon-cutting 
7 

Israel Tour 9 

(Continued on page 2) 

Dear Friends, 

I try to steer clear of what-

ever memes or clichés are 

current in society, so I 

would be a natural candi-

date to decry the coining of 

Thankgivnukkah – a combi-

nation of Thanksgiving and 

Hanukkah. And I’m sure we 

will all have had our fill of 

it by the time it actually 

comes around. But in this 

case I put my contrariness aside, because there is 

some real magic in how these holidays connect, as 

they do this year for the last time for 70,000 years. 

(So this will be one of those “single-use” messages.) 

 

Hanukkah and Thanksgiving have a common reli-

gious heritage in that they both flow from the festival 

of Sukkot. The dependence of Hanukkah is clear:  

Hanukkah and Sukkot each have 8 days; and where 

Rabbi William Siemers 

A Message From Our Rabbi 

 
Shabbat Dinners Return November 8th—See Inside 
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(Rabbi—continued from page 1) 

Nella Hahn, LCSW 

212-888-2888 NELHAHN@AOL.COM 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

GROUPS          INDIVIDUALS          COUPLES 

Sukkot was the occasion for the dedication 

of the Temple, Hanukkah is the time of its 

rededication. The basis for Shammai’s opin-

ion that one should decrease the number of 

lights with each night is based on the de-

creasing number of bulls sacrificed over the 

course of Sukkot. Hanukkah is really Suk-

kot’s colder, darker cousin. And it comes at 

the time of year when we are in need of a lit-

tle festivity and lift. 

 

The relationship between Sukkot and 

Thanksgiving is contested, though I think 

their connection is obvious. They are both 

holidays that celebrate harvest’s end, when 

we give thanks for the bounty of the previous 

year. There are people who say that we can’t 

describe the Puritans’ observance of Thanks-

giving as a celebration of Sukkot, because 

the date was later in the year. and in any case 

the Puritans didn’t believe in fixed festivals. 

Both of those assertions are true enough, but 

they overlook the fact that in the Torah itself, 

the timing of Sukkot varies, depending on 

which part one is reading; some passages 

prescribe a fixed date, while some say it 

should be whenever the harvest is over. We 

follow the former, but that doesn’t mean that 

people following the latter are not basing 

their observance on the holiday of Sukkot!  

So I would lean to the camp which posits a 

historical connection between Sukkot and 

Thanksgiving.      

 

And whatever the history, the American 

Thanksgiving captures the spirit  of gratitude 

and rededication. We reflect on the year past 

with amazement for what God has brought 

out of the earth, and we look forward to the 

challenge of casting light into a vast land 

where even today the wilderness is never far. 

It is a gift to be able to come together as 

Americans and as Jews to give thanks for not 

only our land but also for this land, and the 

life which grows forth from it. 

 

L’Shalom 

 

Rabbi Bill Siemers 
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Inclement Weather Announcements  
 

In the event of bad weather, call the Temple at 631-727-3191 for an updated message. 

You can also listen to WALK radio at 97.5 FM, or point your web browser to 

www.walkradio.com to keep informed of closings and cancellations.  

 Bar Mitzvah of Austin Gappelberg 
 

On a beautiful Saturday morning in October, Austin Gappelberg became a Bar Mitz-

vah. With an impressive group of family and friends, together with some members of 

Temple Israel, he led the traditional prayers and performed the traditional rituals which 

transformed him from a boy to a man, in the eyes of the 

Jewish religion. He now takes his place among the adult 

males of TI.  

 

Included in the morning's celebrations were Austin's 

grandparents, many aunts and uncles, numerous cousins 

and friends, and, of course, his parents, Caroline and 

Evan Gappelberg. His 2 siblings, Grant and Chloe, 

also featured prominently in the morning's events. With 

maturity and poise, Austin led the morning service, 

chanted his Haftorah, and addressed the congregation as  our newest adult male congre-

gation member.  

 

Afterwards, everyone adjourned downstairs to the social hall for a kiddush lunch, and a 

winding  down of the morning's excitement. Congratulations go to Austin for a stellar 

performance, and mazel tov to him and his entire family on this momentous occasion.  
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Plant a Tree in Israel 
 

You can have a tree planted in Israel for a donation of $18. Contact  

Sheila Muller, at P.O. Box 2433, Aquebogue, NY 11931; phone 631-722

-4711; or suraelka@aol.com. All checks should be made out to Temple 

Israel of Riverhead, or you can use PayPal from our website.  
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Leaves on the Tree of Life 
 

An engraved leaf on the lovely Tree of 

Life which graces our Social Hall is a 

joyous reminder of a Bat or Bar Mitz-

vah, an anniversary, a wedding, or a 

special birthday, and also a fitting trib-

ute to the memory of a loved one. The 

cost of a leaf is $180. For further infor-

mation, please contact Phyllis 

VanDyne at 734-7511. 

Kosher Food For Our Events 

Bagel Patch, in Patchogue, frequently provides the food for our spe-

cial events. The Best Yet Market on Route 58 carries pareve cookies 

and cakes. BJ’s and Costco also have pareve cookies in their baker-

ies, and the Riverhead Waldbaum’s bakery is kosher. 

Please note that Beach Bakery in Westhampton Beach is no longer 

under kosher supervision.  
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 Ongoing Silent Fundraisers for Temple Israel 
 

TD Bank: Stop in at the Westhampton Beach branch to find out about all the special 

offers for TI members. TD bank will make contributions to TI based on activity from 

our members. For details on their Affinity Membership Program, stop in at any branch 

if you are already a TD Bank customer. 

 

Peninsula Wines and Liquors offers wine at discounted prices, delivered directly to 

the temple. A percentage of the cost is donated back to us each time you buy. Anyone 

needing wine or liquor can contact Jaime Siegel, or call Peninsula Wines directly at 

516-374-0900. Ask for Jim Cari, and be sure to mention Temple Israel.  

 

Vojvoda's Cleaners in Riverhead, located at 712 E. Main St, is donating 5% of the 

cost of any dry cleaning dropped off there. This money comes as a check directly to 

Temple Israel each month. 

 

Donate an old car to Temple Israel for a tax deduction. It’s easy—just call (866) 

392-4483, or click on the link on our website. Be sure to designate Temple Israel of 

Riverhead as the recipient.  

 

Gift Cards are available for your favorite supermarket. We sell cards for Shop & 

Stop, Pea Pod, Waldbaum's, A&P, Food Emporium, King Kullen, and Wild by Nature. 

You can purchase a card by contacting Lorraine Richter (653-9028) or Lana Anker 

(lana410@aol.com) The Temple profit is directly from the supermarket, so you have 

full value of the card. This supports the Temple at no additional cost to the member-

ship. The cards also make wonderful gifts! 
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 TODAH RABAH! 

 
Donations to Temple Israel of Riverhead 

 

Congratulations to Ilene Walker, daughter of Ruth Frank and the late Sid Frank, upon 

receiving the 2013 Outstanding Business Teacher of New York State award.—Eva and 

Arthur Sanders. 

 

Donation—Lewis Topper. 

 

Donation—Susan & Steven Goodman. 

 

Donation—Ron Hollander. 

 

Donation—Sarah & Bruce Rothstein. 

 

In memory of Lester Gerard, brother of Lloyd Gerard —Jaime Siegel, Steph & Ike, the 

Israel & Smith Families. 

 

Yahrzeit for Jean Idelson—sister of Dotty Karlin. 

 

Yahrzeit for Samuel Schackman—father of Elaine Kimpel. 

 

Yahrzeit for Alfred Hefter—father of Robert Hefter. 

 

Yahrzeit for Rabbi Avraham Yaakov Gerlitz—father-in-law of Malka Gerlitz. 

 

Yahrzeit for Jacob Karlin—father-in-law of Dotty Karlin. 

 
Trees in Israel 

 

In memory of  Harold Rosen—Renee Chizever, Sondra Thompson. 

 

In memory of Jacqueline Levine—Jaime Siegel. 

Note: You may have made a donation, but your name does not appear. This is probably because your dona-

tion was received after the Bulletin went to press. Your contribution will be acknowledged in the next issue. 
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Book Club 
  
  

  

  

The Liars’ Gospel 
by Naomi Alderman  

  

Come join the Temple Israel book group, meeting next on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 5,  at 6:30 PM. It will be at the home of Cynthia Schulman. We hope to 
see you! 
 
RSVP Cynthia at 727-3568 or cynthia.schulman@gmail.com. 

TODAH RABAH! 

 
Donations for Handicapped Access 

 
Robert Morgan 

Lewis Topper 

Robert & Marcia Hefter—in memory of Harold Rosen. 

 
 

Donations for the 5774 Kol Nidre Fund 
 

 
 

 

              

Robert Brown Barbara Bekermus 

Dotty Karlin Lee Ann & Allen Silver 

Gladys & Norman Remler Ledi & Harvey Goldsmith 

Rosalind & Jack Coladner Susan & Tobias Lustig 

Phyllis & Martin Van Dyne   
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Sponsors Needed 
 

We need sponsors for our Shabbat speaker 

program. Please contact Jaime Siegel or 

Lorraine Richter for details.  

Our Judaica Shop 
 

If you need Shabbat or holiday items for yourself, or for a gift, you will find them right in the 

Temple. Our Judaica Shop boasts a large inventory of beautiful items, many of them dis-

played in the Social Hall's glass cases. Kiddush cups, glass platters, Shabbat-To-Go, kipot, 

Seder and matzoh plates, menorahs, children's books and toys, cookbooks, and candlesticks 

are all there.  

 

Annette Grubman and Phyllis Van Dyne operate the Temple's Shop, acquiring new items 

several times a year. These dedicated ladies will also fill special orders; if you see something 

you'd like, they can get it for you. Or, if you need ideas for a gift, they will be happy to sug-

gest something in your price range, perfect for your occasion and recipient. For more infor-

mation and personal service, just call Annette at 631-765-2351, or Phyllis at 631-734-7511. 
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 YAHRZEITS 
We remember these lives on the approaching anniversary of their passing. 

May their memories be a blessing. 

November 2013  Heshvan/Kislev   5774 

Kol Nidre Appeal 
As we move into 5774, we continue to need  our membership and friends to 

preserve the health and well-being of our beloved temple. It is a tradition in 

congregations to establish a Kol Nidre Appeal Fund; at Temple Israel this 

fund is vital to help supplement the dues and thus cover our operating ex-

penses. Therefore, we ask each one of you, if you have not already donated, to be as generous as 

possible, in order that our temple may continue to meet the growing needs of the Jewish commu-

nity. 

11/1 Raymond Goldstein Heshvan 28  

11/2 Lena Berkowitz Heshvan 29  

11/2 Diane Richter Heshvan 29  

11/2 Harry Yurman Heshvan 29  

11/4 Florence Collins Kislev 1  

11/4 Samuel Greenberg Kislev 1  

11/5 Moe Goldstein Kislev 2  

11/5 Lena Mask Kislev 2  

11/5 Joe Moiseff Kislev 2  

11/7 Rubin Arnold Kislev 4  

11/7 Hinda Scheinberg Kislev 4  

11/8 Louis Brander Kislev 5  

11/8 Marie Gee Kislev 5  

11/8 Ruth Grubman Kislev 5  

11/10 Solomon Carasso Kislev 7  

11/10 Maurice Harding Kislev 7  

11/10 Frances Siegel Kislev 7  

11/10 Edda Wimpfheimer Kislev 7  

11/11 Edna Harris Kislev 8  

11/11 Alyse Sulitzer Kislev 8  

11/12 Abraham Horowitz Kislev 9  

11/13 Joseph Lehrer Kislev 10  

11/14 Della Eisenman Kislev 11 

11/15 Charles Hyman Kislev 12  

11/16 David Davidson Kislev 13  

11/16 Rose Katz Kislev 13  

11/16 Jennie Sacko Kislev 13  

11/16 Joseph Starkman Kislev 13  

11/17 Philip Willner Kislev 14  

11/18 Rose Goldstein Kislev 15  

11/18 Rose Lipetz Kislev 15  

11/19 Todd Cohen Kislev 16  

11/19 Vicki Cohen Kislev 16  

11/20 Maksha Maise Kislev 17  

11/21 Francis Brown Kislev 18  

11/22 Robert Benstock Kislev 19  

11/22 Leonard Cohen Kislev 19  

11/22 Tylda Trepel Kislev 19  

11/23 Sadie Oppenheimer Kislev 20  

11/26 Zackery Froehlich Kislev 23  

11/26 Herbert Wimpfheimer Kislev 23  

11/27 Sylvia Honig Kislev 24  

11/28 Rose Galitzer Kislev 25  

11/28 Rose Ritigstein Kislev 25  

11/30 Louis Crowitz Kislev 27  

11/30 William Turkel Kislev 27  

12/1 Joyce Talsky Kislev 28  

12/2 Louis Topal Kislev 29  

12/3 Sylvia Lightdale Kislev 30  

12/4 Sidney Saffer Tevet 1  

12/4 Mildred Louis Shapiro Tevet 1  
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 SABBATH SERVICES 
Friday Evenings at 5:30 PM/7:00 PM* Saturday Mornings at 9:30 AM 

November 

Day Date Candle 

Lighting  
Friday Oneg Shabbat Hosts               

Friday Evening 
Saturday Morning 

11/1 5:29 PM Dr. & Mrs. Howard Gordon 

Friday Evening 
Saturday Morning 

11/8 4:21 PM Mr. & Mrs. Howard Collins 

Friday Evening 
Saturday Morning 

11/15 4:15 PM Dr. & Mrs. Marvin Grubman  

Friday Evening 
Saturday Morning 

11/22 4:10 PM Ms. Debby Bieling 

Friday Evening 
Saturday Morning 

11/29 4:07 PM Mr. Richard Levinton 

Friday Evening 
Saturday Morning 

12/6 4:06 PM Mr. & Mrs. Toby Lustig  

*Note: On November 1, services start at 7 PM. Starting on November 8, ser-
vices return to the 5:30 PM start time.  

Join us for Shabbat Dinner on November 22 
 

Please join us on Friday, November 22, when Alice and Michael Ganz will be sponsor-

ing a Shabbat dinner in honor of Alice’s birthday. The congregation extends thanks to Al-

ice and Michael.  
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For Information: 
 

Advertising and  
Public Relations 

Barbara Smith 664-6584 

Book Club Cynthia Schulman 727-3568 

Bulletin Allen Silver 
asilver9@optonline.net 

744-7551 

Capital Campaign Richard Israel 727-5500 x11 

Cemetery Lisa Israel 727-5500 x10 

Custodian Contact Jaime Siegel 653-3985 

Education Terri Milligan  924-2953  

Fundraising Jaime Siegel 653-3985 

High Holy Days Annette Grubman 765-2351 

House Manager Rob Brown 298-2608 

Judaica Shop Annette Grubman 
Phyllis Van Dyne 

765-2351 
734-7511 

Membership Jaime Siegel 653-3985 

Oneg Shabbat Barbara Smith 664-6584 

President Barbara Smith 664-6584 

Programs and Events    

Ritual Committee Lisa Israel 727-5500 x10 

Shalom Teens Richard Blumenthal 288-5134 

Social Hall Jaime Siegel 653-3985 

Special Gifts Howard Collins 779-3042 

Trees in Israel Sheila Muller 722-4711 

Tree of Life Phyllis Van Dyne 734-7511 

Waldbaum’s  
Certificates 

Carole Jones (Office) 
Lorraine Richter 
Lana Anker 

727-3191 
653-9028 
lana410@ 
aol.com  

Yahrzeits Manana Boter 594-1042 

Officers:  

President Barbara Smith 

1st Vice President Jaime Siegel 

Treasurer Richard Israel 

Secretary 

  

Elaine Lissauer 

  
 

Trustees:  

Harley Abrams Lisa Israel 

Richard  

Blumenthal 

Terri Milligan 

Robert Brown  Sheila Muller 

Andrew Gordon Lorraine Richter 

Lynne Gordon Victor Seitles 

 

Bulletin Committee:  

Elaine Lissauer Lee Ann Silver 

Allen Silver  
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CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 
November 8—Shabbat services and dinner return to 5:30 PM start 
November 17—Hanukkah Bazaar, Brunch, and Raffle 
November 27—First night of Hanukkah 
November 30—Community Menorah lighting 

December 7—Ribbon cutting & rededication of TI 
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