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RABBIôS REFLECTIONS:  

Death and LifeïA Culture Clash  

  The deadline for the bulle-
tin was a week after the Ha-
mas invasion of Israel.  
A dilemma on what to write. 
Whatever I write will be old 
news by the time this ar-
rives. Writing about some-
thing else is rather unset-
tling; life is not normal. 
Seeking faith in tradition car-

ries its own risks. Observe a fast day, light Shabbos 
candles. I could come up with plenty of reasons to do 
or not do both (of course Iôd light Shabbat candles 
anyway). However we respond, makes certain as-
sumptions on life and values. How we think of death 
says a great deal about how we view life, and what 
we hold dear.  
 
Before discussing death as an outlook on life, I want 
to explore another practice that also makes claims on 
what we hold dear. Often, we take a drink, usually 
both a regular thing and one done at a death. Many 
cultures accompany it with a toast. Usually it relates 
to health: salud, na zdarovye. Prost/prosit comes 
from benefit. Others are:  cheers, good luck, down 
the hatch, hereôs to you. A Jew says lôhayyim, to life 
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(Rabbiðcontinued from page 1) 

(although in todayôs world, we also hear 
to raise a glass to the deceased personôs 
soul in heaven). Health is a good thing, 
though whether drinking alcohol really 
helps is a different issue. But luck, happi-
ness, and pleasure, the other toasts, donôt 
say much about what we think holds great 
meaning. Do we really want a life based 
on luck or personal pleasure, * or even 
happiness?  Iôd like to think that life is 
more than luck, pleasure, and happiness, 
not that Iôm opposed to pleasure and hap-
piness. Nor do I want a world based on 
luck, which implies that nothing we do 
will matter if luck goes against us. (I 
wonôt get into what I think about charac-
terizing luck as a lady.)  What we say mat-
ters. What we believe matters. What val-
ues we hold dear matters. 
 
Osama bin Laden characterized the Mus-
lim view of death and life as Islamôs 
strength, and the Westôs view of life to 
avoid death as its weakness. He said, ñO 
young people of Islam:   Follow the orders 
of the Almighty God and His messenger, 
and kill those people. Follow the example 
of Muhammad Bin-Musallam^ and his 
companions. Death is better than living on 
this earth with the unbelievers amongst us, 
making a mockery of our religion and 
prophet, Godôs peace and blessings upon 
him. Fear God, try to please Him, and do 
not consult with anyone regarding the kill-
ing of those unbelievers.ò  Various leaders 
including those of Hamas, Fatah, Hizbal-
lah, Iran, ISIS, Palestinian Authority, and 
Palestinian Islamic Jihad, said similar 
things. 
 
Isaiah 22:13, Proverbs 23:35 Ecclesiastes 
8:15 says eat, drink and be merry, for to-
morrow we die; yet in the end all agree 
with Ecclesiastes 12:8, ñUtter futility...all 

is futile.ò  In Judaism, we donôt see life as 
futile, so pursue pleasure or riches, etc. 
Nor do we see it as only preparation for 
either paradise or the complete, abject 
submission to God. As Joshua Loth Lieb-
man wrote, ñWe must make up for 
the...brevity of life by heightening the in-
tensity of life.ò  In Psalm 90:12, ñTeach 
us to count our days rightly, that we may 
obtain a heart of wisdom.ò  Disraeli said, 
ñLife is too short to be little.ò 
 
The Torah starts with the creation of an 
automaton, then pairing it, and then set-
ting them up to disobey God, so creatimg 
a free-will being that furthers Godôs plan. 
After Jacob is dead and buried, we read 
(Genesis 49:1) that he lived. The values 
with which we grow up, live, survive, and 
pass on to the next generation are the sum 
of our lives. Not pleasure, not death, and 
not even unthinking submission to Godôs 
will make us human. What makes us hu-
man, as the Bible constantly reminds us, 
is being moral, and interacting with God 
(not solely submit). The beginning of the 
Bible raises these issues, and the rest of 
the Bible records our attempts to answer 
the questions by which God wishes us to 
further the Divine plan: after the first sin, 
God calls out to the Human, ñWhere are 
you?ò (Genesis 3:9). Of course, God 
knows the first humansô physical location. 
God wants a different answer. Then in 
Genesis 4:9, after the first murder, God 
asks Kayin, Cain, ñWhere is your brother 
Abel?ò to which he replies, ñI do not 
know. Am I my brotherôs keeper?ò  The 
Bible never tells us where we are or what 
it means to be the keeper of other hu-
mans. We must answer for ourselves. 

(Rabbiðcontinued on page 16) 
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Prayer Vigil for the State of Israel  
Held at Temple Israel 

 

On Sunday, October 15th, members of the community gathered at Temple Is-

rael of Riverhead to pray for the state of Israel. The sanctuary was filled with 

people of all faiths and denominations. The prayer vigil was arranged by Bar-

bara Sheryll from the North Fork Reform Synagogue, and it included 4 Rab-

bis, and several local Reverends and Ministers. Prayers, psalms, songs, po-

ems, and meditations were shared by the clergy, including Oseh Shalom, 

Prayer for the State of Israel, El Maleh Rachamim, Mournerôs Kaddish, and 

concluded with the Israeli national anthem, Hatikvah, the Hope. 

 

Speakers  

 

ÅRabbi Sheila GoloboyðNorth Fork Reform Synagogue, Cutchogue. 

ÅJohn McNamaraðSaint Anthonyôs Church, Rocky Point. 

ÅAdmire Tograð Salvation Army, Corp. Officer of the USA Eastern Territory, 

 Wading River. 

ÅPastor Peter KellyðFirst Presbyterian Church, Southold. 

ÅPastor Richie KingðCutchogue Presbyterian Church. 

ÅRev. Bohdan HedzðSaint John The Baptist Ukranian Catholic Church, 

 Riverhead. 

ÅRabbi Margie CellaðJewish Center of the Moriches. 

ÅRabbi Michael RascoeðTemple Israel of Riverhead. 

ÅRabbi Barbara SheryllðNorth Fork Reform Synagogue, Cutchogue. 

(Apologies for any names accidentally omitted above.) 

 

Selected prayers and photos from the event can be found on our website.  
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Our family-friendly dinners will be held once a month, with the  
in-person services beginning at 5:30 PM. All other Friday night 

services are only on Zoom. 

Join us for services and dinner. 

It is a wonderful evening and a great way to begin Shabbat. 
 

Upcoming Dinner Dates 
 

¶ Nov 17
th
ðsponsored by the Milligan  

 family. 

¶ Dec 8
th
ðHanukkah dinner, sponsored 

 by the Smith family. 

¶ Jan 5
th
ðsponsored by Jaime Siegel. 

¶ Feb 2
nd
ðTu BôShevat Seder, sponsored 

 by the Kaplan-Walbrecht family. 

¶ Mar 1
st
ðavailable 

One more dinner sponsor needed! 
 

Consider sponsoring a sponsorship of a Shabbat dinner for  $540.00. 

Partial sponsorships accepted (or sharing of sponsorships allowed). 

Contact the temple office if you would like to be a dinner sponsor. 

Whether you are a sponsor or not, please join us. 

Our Winter Shabbat Family Dinners are  Back! 
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An Easy Way to Help TIñGo Food Shopping! 
 
 
 

Please contact Lorraine 
Richter (631-553-7635) 
or the Temple office to 
arrange a purchase. The 
total profit from card 
sales is donated to the 
general fund each year. 
Please support this silent 
fundraiser. 

Gift cards are now availa-
ble for most major super-
markets: 

  

¶ ShopRite 

¶ Stop & Shop  

¶ King Kullen 

Hebrew School 
Remaining class dates for the 2023-24 school year: 
November 1, 8, 15, 29; December 6, 13, 20; January 3, 10, 17, 
24, 31; February 7, 14, 28; March 6, 13, 20, 27; April 3, 10, 17; 

May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29. Dates subject to change. 
 
For information, please contact the Temple Office, or Jaime Siegel at 631-653-

3985.  
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²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ōǳȅ ŀ ŎŀǊ ŀǘ !ǇǇƭŜ IƻƴŘŀΣ ƳŜƴǝƻƴ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ LǎǊŀŜƭ 
ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ϷмллΦлл Řƻƴŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ 

мотр hƭŘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ wƻŀŘ 
wƛǾŜǊƘŜŀŘΣ bΦ¸ммфлм 

tƘƻƴŜ όсомύ тнт-лррр 
CŀȄ όсомύ тнт-упро 

In Memory of  

Segal  

From Siegel  

Leaves on the Tree of Life 
 
An engraved leaf on the lovely Tree of Life which graces 
our Social Hall is a joyous reminder of a Bat or Bar Mitz-
vah, an anniversary, a wedding, or a special birthday, and 
also a fitting tribute to the memory of a loved one. The cost 
of a leaf is $180 for members. Please contact Phyllis 
VanDyne at 631-734-7511 for information. 
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Talmud Classes: Tractate Megillah 
 

Rabbi Roscoe's Talmud classes continue, via Zoom, at 6 PM on Wednesdays in November 
and December. There is always review, and no advance reading is required. The text can be 
found at:  https://www.sefaria.org/Megillah.8a?lang=bi. Attendees receive an introduc-
tion to Talmudic logic, thought, and law. 

Interfaith Bible Class 
 
The Interfaith Bible Class will meet via Zoom, on November 8 and December 13, from 
9:30-11:30 AM. Please contact the Rabbi for information and the link.  

Bible Study: Starting with Genesis  
 

Rabbi Rascoe will be holding these classes via Zoom, at 6:30 PM on Thursdays in No-
vember and December, except November 23.  

Jewish Philosophy 
 
Join Rabbi Rascoe and explore Jewish Philosophy via Zoom. Classes will be held at  6 
PM on Tuesdays in November and December. We will be discussing Strauss, Spinoza, & 
Sinai: Orthodox Judaism and Modern Questions of Faith by Jeffery Bloom, Alec Gold-
stein, and Gil Student. This book is a collection of seventeen essays from a wide variety of 
thinkers and doers, discussing various aspects of Judaism.  

Please note: Congregants will receive emailed instructions for attending Rabbi Roscoe's 
classes via Zoom. Classes may be cancelled when the class decides to take a break, and you 
may come late or leave early. Contact Rabbi Rascoe for more information.  

https://www.sefaria.org/Megillah.8a?lang=bi
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Ongoing Silent Fundraisers for Temple Israel 
 
TD Bank: Stop in at the Westhampton Beach branch to find out about all the special offers 
for TIR members. TD bank will make contributions to TIR based on activity from our mem-
bers. For details on their Affinity Membership Program, stop in at any branch if you are al-
ready a TD Bank customer. 
 
Peninsula Wines and Liquors offers wine at discounted prices, delivered directly to the 
temple. A percentage of the cost is donated back to us each time you buy. Anyone need-
ing wine or liquor can contact Jaime Siegel, or call Peninsula Wines directly at 516-374-
0900. Ask for Jim Cari, and be sure to mention Temple Israel. 

 
Donate an old car to Temple Israel for a tax deduction. Itôs easyðjust call (866) 392-
4483, or click on the link on our website. Be sure to designate Temple Israel of Riverhead as 
the recipient. 
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Plant a Tree in Israel 
 

You can have a tree planted in Israel for a donation of $18. Contact 
Carole Jones at the TIR office, 631-727-3191. All checks should 
be made out to Temple Israel of Riverhead, or you can use PayPal 
from our website. 

Kol Nidre Appeal 5784 
 

We continue to need  our membership and friends to preserve the 
health and well-being of our beloved temple. It is a tradition in con-
gregations to establish a Kol Nidre Appeal Fund; at Temple Israel this 
fund is vital to help supplement the dues and thus cover our operating 
expenses. Therefore, we ask each one of you, if you have not already 
donated, to be as generous as possible, in order that our temple may 
continue to meet the growing needs of the Jewish community. 
 

Please forward your check, payable to Temple Israel Kol Nidre Fund, to: Temple Israel of 
Riverhead, P.O. Box 1531, Riverhead, NY 11901. You can also pay from our website, us-
ing PayPal. Thank you. 


