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RABBIôS REFLECTIONS:  

The Strange Place of Shavuot  

Shavuot (Festival of Weeks/
Pentecost) is a strange holi-
day. The Bible sets no date 
for this middle pilgrimage 
festival. We count the Omer 
(sheaf) 49 days after the 
ñsabbathò of Pesah, then 
begin Shavuot. The rabbis 
set the date by saying the 
ñsabbathò of Passover means 
the first day of Pesah and 

then make Rosh Hodesh (New Moon) one or two 
days, so Shavuot always falls on 6 Sivan. We com-
memorate Torahôs revelation on Shavuot, but do not 
rejoice until Simhat Torah (which technically is a 
medieval holiday.) Why place Shavuot between Pe-
sah and Simhat Torah? 
 
Pesah, solemnizing our liberation from bondage, re-
minds us that we were both physical and spiritual 
slaves before redemption. We need time to process. 
So, we count the Omer from Pesah until Shavuot. 
This way, we realize that human interaction requires 
us to submit voluntarily to rules. 

Rabbi Michael Rascoe 
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(Rabbiðcontinued from page 1) 

Shavuot also can mean oaths, so Sôfat Emet 
(Rabbi Yehudah Aryeh Leib Alter of Ger, 
1847-1905) says the Talmud (Shavuot 21b) 
means that the Jews on Sinai swore an ir-
revocable oath to bind all Jews to Torah. 
Sôfat Emet writes that from Pesah to Shavu-
ot we clarify our relationship to God. We 
become Godôs servants and pledge to serve 
God with our physical instincts and abilities 
on Pesah, but not until Shavuot do our 
souls, our intellectual faculties, spiritual in-
stincts, and abilities submit to God. 
 
Having finally agreed to follow God and 
Godôs laws, why do we celebrate the mar-
riage on Shavuot but wait until Simhat To-
rah to rejoice? The Maggid of Dubno 
(Rabbi Yaôakov ben Zôev (Wolf) Kranz, 
1741-1804,) tells a parable: Once a great 
king had everything but children. After doc-
tors could not help, a friend suggested visit-
ing a pious Jew. After praying, the Jew told 
him he would have a daughter within the 
year, but if a male sees her before she is 
married, she will die. Taken aback, the king 
decided he had no choice. Before the due 
date, he sent his wife to a beautiful but re-
mote island. The queen raised the princess 
with the best physical, intellectual, and cul-
tural training. The king contented himself 
with periodic reports. At eighteen, the king 

sent messengers to all the available princ-
es looking for a husband. When they 
heard that they could not see her before 
they were married, only one humble 
prince, a vassal to the king, stayed. The 
wedding began with no male present, and 
the bride heavily covered. Imagine the 
groomôs relief and delight when he saw 
her beauty. Next, he worried that she was 
not bright, but she was. Then he fretted 
that she was maladjusted, which also was 
not true. After a time, he returned to his 
father-in-law, confessed his fears, begged 
his forgiveness for doubting him, and an-
nounced his intentions to throw a big par-
ty celebrating the marriage since the qui-
et, strange wedding didnôt do her justice. 
So, too, with us. We did not realize the 
nature of the gem God gave us on Shavu-
ot. Thus, we keep the wedding on Shavu-
ot, but wait to rejoice until Simhat Torah. 
 
The strange place of Shavuot teaches us 
that it takes time and effort to submit first 
our bodies and then our minds to God. 
Only later do we rejoice in the good deal 
God gave us. Not bad, considering no 
group has been around for as long as the 
Jews, nor contributed as much to the 
worldôs civilization. Hag same-ah. 

²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ōǳȅ ŀ ŎŀǊ ŀǘ !ǇǇƭŜ IƻƴŘŀΣ ƳŜƴǝƻƴ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ LǎǊŀŜƭ 
ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ϷмллΦлл Řƻƴŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ 

мотр hƭŘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ wƻŀŘ 
wƛǾŜǊƘŜŀŘΣ bΦ¸ммфлм 

tƘƻƴŜ όсомύ тнт-лррр 
CŀȄ όсомύ тнт-упро 
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Celebrate Bruce Kaganôs Birthday Weekend at TIR 

 
Friday, May 18ðBruce will be sponsoring the Oneg. 

Saturday, May 19ðBruce will be chanting the B'midbar Haftorah and sponsoring a 

kiddush luncheon.  

 

Please join us in celebrating! 
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North Fork Reform Synagogue 
invites  

Temple Israel of Riverhead  
For a.... 

 

 
 

Shabbat on the Beach  

 
When: Friday, June 15, 2018, 5:00 PM 
Where: Kenny's Rd. Beach, Southold 
Details: A light supper will be provided,  
and donôt forget to bring a beach chair. 

 
In case of inclement weather, services will be held in the recreation room of the 

NFR Synagogue - at the Cutchogue Presbyterian Church. 
For more information, call 631-727-3191.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
Driving directions from Temple Israel of Riverhead to Kenny's Rd. Beach, Southold: 
Take Northville Turnpike/CR-43 north for 3.1 miles. 
Turn right on Sound Ave and continue on CR-48 for 13.5 miles. 
Turn left on Kenny's Rd and go 0.8 miles (if you've reached Tucker's Lane, you've gone too far.) 
Take the 3rd left on Leeton Dr. (if you've reached the end of Kenny's Rd., you've gone too far.) 
Proceed 0.1 miles to Kenny's Rd. Beach. 
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Modified Shabbat Services Continue  
 

Test out our shortened Shabbat services  

on the 1st Shabbat of each month:  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Services begin promptly at 9:30 AM ,  

with a minyan, and end at 11:00 AM.  
 

Followed by a Kiddush luncheon.  

May 5  

June 2 

Temple Israel of Riverhead 

Book Club 
 

 

Thursday, May 31st at 7:00 PM 
 

The Nightingale 
 

by Kristin Hannah 
 

Location: Temple Israel of Riverhead 
 
 

Please RSVP so we can plan accordingly.  
Contact Harley Abrams with any questions. 
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Talmud Classes  
 

Talmud classes continue on the following Wednesdays: May 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30; June 6, 
13, 20, and 27, from 6 to 7:30 PM. Rabbi Rascoe invites you to join us. There is always 
review, so no previous attendance is required. Attendees receive an introduction to Tal-
mudic logic, thought, and law. 
 

Interfaith Bible Book-of-the-Month Club 
 
The Interfaith Bible Class will meet on the following Wednesdays: May 9 and June 13, 
from 9:30-11:30 AM, at St. Marks Church, 105 Randall Road, Shoreham. Please call 
Mike Griske (631-849-1744) club President, with any questions. 

Rabbi Rascoe Discusses Buberôs I and Thou 
 

Rabbi Rascoe continues discussions of Martin Buberôs book, I and Thou. The next ses-
sions will be held on May 8 & 22, and June 12 and 26, at 7 PM, at Temple Israel.  
 

The Personhood of God 
 

On Tuesdays, May 1 and June 5, from 7-8 PM, we will look at the different images of 
God as a person, and what those images say about God, our faith, and the whole human 
condition. 
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Leaves on the Tree of Life 
 

An engraved leaf on the lovely Tree of 
Life which graces our Social Hall is a 
joyous reminder of a Bat or Bar Mitz-
vah, an anniversary, a wedding, or a 
special birthday, and also a fitting trib-
ute to the memory of a loved one. The 
cost of a leaf is $180 for members. 
Please contact Phyllis VanDyne at 631-
734-7511 for information, . 

Ongoing Silent Fundraisers for Temple Israel 
 
TD Bank: Stop in at the Westhampton Beach branch to find out about all the special offers 
for TIR members. TD bank will make contributions to TIR based on activity from our mem-
bers. For details on their Affinity Membership Program, stop in at any branch if you are al-
ready a TD Bank customer. 
 
Peninsula Wines and Liquors offers wine at discounted prices, delivered directly to the 
temple. A percentage of the cost is donated back to us each time you buy. Anyone need-
ing wine or liquor can contact Jaime Siegel, or call Peninsula Wines directly at 516-374-
0900. Ask for Jim Cari, and be sure to mention Temple Israel. 

 
Donate an old car to Temple Israel for a tax deduction. Itôs easyðjust call (866) 392-
4483, or click on the link on our website. Be sure to designate Temple Israel of Riverhead as 
the recipient. 

An Easy Way to Help TIñGo Food Shopping! 
 
 
 

  

Please contact Lana An-
ker (lana410@aol.com,) 
Lorraine Richter (631-
653-9028,) or the Tem-
ple office to arrange a 
purchase. The total? 
profit from card sales is 
donated to the? general 
fund each year. Please 
support this silent fund-
raiser. 

Gift Cards are now avail-
able for all major super-
markets... 

  

¶ Best Market 

¶ Stop & Shop  

¶ King Kullen 


