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RABBI’S REFLECTIONS  

A Purim Teaching About  
Diaspora Behavior  

(This column originated in a 
sermon first delivered dec-
ades ago.)  
Purim is part of an eternal 
battle between Amaleq, a de-
scendant of Esau, and the 
People of Israel, particularly 
the tribe of Benjamin.  
Amaleq represents multi-
generational behavior, a 

group of people who refuse to follow morals every-
one else follows.  Haman is a descendant of Amaleq, 
Mordecai of Benjamin; the battle continues.  The 
Rabbis note that Benjamin never bowed to Esau, like 
everyone else in his family, because he wasn’t alive.  
As we know from the Haggadah and history, Jews 
seem to attract some people who are demonic.  Fur-
ther, throughout history, some Jews refuse to believe 
that these people direct this hatred toward all Jews, 
not just the pious or religious.  Finally, we learn from 
Purim that God no longer intervenes directly in hu-
man affairs, like in the Exodus, but through human 
beings.  This last point is based on the twofold idea 
that God is never mentioned in the Book of Esther; 
and Mordecai notes that if Esther doesn’t do her part, 
salvation will come from elsewhere. 

Rabbi Michael Rascoe 
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(Rabbi—continued from page 1) 

One notices that Mordecai provokes a 
confrontation with Haman by refusing to 
bow.  Haman’s office should have been 
enough for Mordecai to show respect and 
accordingly bow.  So the Rabbis claim that 
Haman wore an idol, which is why Mor-
decai refused to bow, because, while one 
can bow to a person holding an office 
worthy of respect, one cannot bow to an 
idol. 
 
Does Mordecai have the right to decide a 
policy question of this magnitude with 
such potential consequences?  For the 
Rabbis, Mordecai was one of the great To-
rah leaders of his generation.  Some claim 
that he went back to Israel when Cyrus, 
King of Persia, allowed the Jews to return 
and to rebuild the Temple.  When he heard 
that Haman rose to power, he returned to 
Persia because he knew Haman’s measure 
and values, since he knew him when he 
lived in Persia.  Haman’s rise would not 
bode well for all Jews.  Moreover, the 
Rabbis also noted, based on a careful 
reading of the story, that while most of the 
people and leaders accepted Mordecai’s 
analysis and actions, not everyone did. 
 
In the end, Mordecai was right.  The story 
raises some issues: may  a Jewish leader 
make policy decisions that affect every-
one?; should we protest, and even pursue 
confrontation, if deemed necessary? 
 
My colleague, Rabbi Joseph Radinsky, 
obm, commented that Rabbi Soloveitchik, 
obm, did not believe in the concept of 
da’at Torah: the idea that one consults a 
rabbi in all things, even matters of public 
policy, due to the level of Torah learning.  
We read about this more frequently in Is-
rael when certain rabbis make political 

pronouncements  which others feel obli-
gated to follow.  Rabbi Soloveitchik op-
posed the idea that Torah learning should 
be used to make policy decisions, and he 
derived the idea from analyzing the Book 
of Esther, particularly that not everyone 
agreed with Mordecai’s confrontation and 
his subsequent handling of events.  Ac-
cordingly, when it came to policy deci-
sions, Rabbi Soloveitchik told his stu-
dents that they should make up their own 
minds and not consult more learned rab-
bis. 
 
Some of us remember that in the days of 
the struggle of Jews living in the Soviet 
Union, we heavily debated how best to 
help them.  Some advocated for confron-
tation, others for behind-the-scenes diplo-
macy.  Most of the Jewish establishment 
favored the latter.  A few leaders did not, 
such as Rabbi Heschel and Elie Wiesel.  
Students favored confrontation.  Even 
among those who favored confrontation, 
they argued about where to draw the line.  
Some even threw paint on artists and oth-
er cultural figures.  It turned out that the 
Soviet authorities paid attention to the 
confrontation,  and it helped determine 
their reactions, and eventually led to their 
release. 
 
From this we learn not to rely on great 
Torah scholars to decide.  We must make 
our own decisions.  But we should not 
bury our heads in the sand.  We must real-
ize that when it comes to real evil by peo-
ple who show no use for common morali-
ty, we must confront it.  If we hope that 
the messiah, or the messianic age, will 
come, then we must deal with situations 
correctly.  May it happen soon and in our 
day. 
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When you buy a car at Apple Honda, mention Temple Israel 
and we will make a $100.00 donation in your name 

1375 Old Country Road 
Riverhead, N.Y11901 

Phone (631) 727-0555 
Fax (631) 727-8453 

In Memory of 

Segal 

From Siegel 
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Purim 
 

 

Sunday morning, March 24th,  9:30 AM 

Wear your costume! 
 

Bring your parents,  
grandparents, cousins, and 

friends. 
 

We’ve got breakfast/brunch  
and “The Whole Megillah”! 

 
 

RSVP 
This is a free event, but please let us know if you’re coming. 

  
In person and on Zoom.  Contact the temple office for the link.  

 
Questions?  

Call the Temple office:  727-3191  
Or email:  TempleIsraelRH@optonline.net 
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Dear Temple Family and Friends:  
 
This will mark the fourth year that we will be participating in the Yom HaShoah Yellow 
Candle Program, after a 3 year COVID break.  We hope that you will join with the other 
members of Temple Israel of Riverhead and your family on Sunday May 5th, erev Yom 
HaShoah, and light this candle.  We light the candle in our homes in memory of the vic-
tims of the Holocaust. 

The act of kindling this flame, and reading the enclosed meditation, can be a moving ritual 
to remind us of what happened to our people not so long ago. Placing the candle in your 
window is a way to help remind the community. This moment can also be an appropriate 
opportunity to discuss the Holocaust with your children.  

The Yom HaShoah Yellow Candle Program is a project of the Federation of Jewish 
Men’s Clubs, in cooperation with the Men of Reform Judaism and the United Synagogue 
of Conservative Judaism.  

It is our hope that the observance of Yom HaShoah, centered on the lighting of a Yellow 
Candle, will become an annual event in your home and in the homes of every member of 
our congregation. Many congregations have already made this commemoration an im-
portant day in their Jewish calendar.  

We ask that you help underwrite the cost of this project. Funds received over and above 
our program cost will go directly to support future educational programs in our syna-
gogue,  helping to insure the future of our people. We ask that you consider gifts in multi-
ples of $18. The number 18 is chai, Life. 

By remembering, by doing our part to insure our future, we celebrate the ongoing life of 
our people, even as we memorialize those destroyed in the Shoah. We welcome and appre-
ciate your support of our efforts in this commemoration and our on-going education pro-
grams.  

We hope that you and your family will participate on Sunday evening, May 5, in this 
small but meaningful project.  If you have questions, you may call me at 631-653-3985.   
NEVER FORGET! 

Sincerely, 

Jaime Siegel, President 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
Please return this form with your donation to: Temple Israel of Riverhead,  

 
 
Amount Enclosed:  ____$18  ____$36   ____$54   ____ $72   ____$90   ____$ other  

    Name ___________________________________________________  

    Address _________________________________________________  

    City, State,  ZIP____________________________________________  

Temple Israel of Riverhead 
PO Box 1531  
Riverhead, NY 11901 
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The Yellow Candle Program - A History 

Over seventy years ago, half of the earth's Jewish population perished at the hands of an-

other Amalek, an Austrian house painter who seized control of Europe and threw the 

earth into darkness. God's light unto the other nations flickered but did not die. A new, 

modern Exodus arose from the depths of despair and tragedy. From the ashes of Europe, 

survivors of the Holocaust, or Shoah, made their way towards new lives. Emigrants dis-

persed around the world, to the new State of Israel, and to the western hemisphere. In 

these places, they began to rebuild shattered lives. In the following decades, survivors 

asked another question: How could Yahrzeits be observed for those victims whose entire 

families had been wiped out? An idea was born, a special memorial candle with yellow 

wax, in remembrance of the yellow stars forced upon European Jews in the 1930s. 

 

 

 

The Yellow Candle was created in 1981 by FJMC clubs in Canada, New England, and 

elsewhere to keep alive the memory of the Six Million who perished in the Shoah. The 

Candle is modeled after a traditional Jewish memorial Yahrzeit candle that burns for 24 

hours during periods of mourning and on the Yahrzeit anniversary of a family member. 

The candle's yellow wax serves to remind us of the yellow arm band which Jews were 

forced to wear during the Nazi regime. A photo on the candle container shows young 

people visiting Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp. This reflects the importance of 

teaching our youth the lessons of the Holocaust and of remembering the Six Million. In 

addition, the program logo is a yellow Magen David (Star of David) outlined with barbed 

wire, with the word "Jude" in the middle. This preserves the memory of the armband or 

cloth patch that Jews were forced to wear in the ghettos of Eastern Europe. 

For Jewish people, remembering a victim is a great mitzvah.  

Never Forget! Zachor! 

Yellow Candle is a trademark of the 
Federation of Jewish Men's Clubs, Inc. 

http://fjmc.org/catalog/yellow-candles
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Talmud Classes: Tractate Megillah 
 

Rabbi Rascoe's Talmud classes continue, via Zoom, at 6 PM on Wednesdays in March and 
April, except April 24. There is always review, and no advance reading is required. The text 
can be found at:  https://www.sefaria.org/Megillah.8a?lang=bi. Attendees receive an in-
troduction to Talmudic logic, thought, and law. 

Interfaith Bible Class 
 
The Interfaith Bible Class will meet via Zoom, on March 13 and April 10,  from 9:30-11:30 
AM. Please contact the Rabbi for information and the link.  

Bible Study: Starting with Genesis  
 

Rabbi Rascoe will be holding these classes via Zoom, at 6:30 PM on Thursdays in March 
and April, except April 25.  

Jewish Philosophy 
 
Join Rabbi Rascoe and explore Jewish Philosophy via Zoom. Classes will be held at  6 
PM on Tuesdays in March and April, except April 23 and 30. We will be discussing Guide 
for the Perplexed by Moses Maimonides. 

Please note: Congregants will receive emailed instructions for attending Rabbi Rascoe's 
classes via Zoom. Classes may be cancelled when the class decides to take a break, and you 
may come late or leave early. Contact Rabbi Rascoe for more information.  

https://www.sefaria.org/Megillah.8a?lang=bi
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Friday Night Oneg Shabbats 
 
To our Temple Israel Family,  
 
Up until the arrival of the pandemic in 2020, the tradition of hosting an Oneg Shabbat had 
been a part of our Friday night service for many years. Now that the pandemic has ended 
and we are returning to a regular operating schedule, we ask for your participation in this 
community activity, which will start on March 15, 2024. We request each member unit to 
contribute to this weekly community event. If there is a special date that you would like to 
commemorate with your participation, please let us know. You can honor a birthday, anni-
versary, yahrzeit, etc. The hospitality committee will do the shopping and we will 
acknowledge all participants.  
 
 
I / we would be happy to contribute $72.00 to cover the cost of an Oneg Shabbat, which 
would be provided by the Hospitality Committee, and herewith enclose a check for same. 
(Check payable to “Temple Israel of Riverhead– Oneg”). Please indicate the date you would 
like to sponsor.  
 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
Name 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
Address 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
City, State, ZIP 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
Phone # / Email Address 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
Date / Honoring 
 
 
If you have any questions please contact Barbara Smith at 631-664-6584 or email:  
zagsmith.bs@gmail.com 
 
Please send to:        Temple Israel of Riverhead 
   Attn:  Oneg Shabbat Committee 
   PO Box  1531 
   Riverhead, NY 11901 
 
Thank you for your participation! 
 
The Oneg Shabbat Committee 

mailto:zagsmith.bs@gmail.com
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An Easy Way to Help TI—Go Food Shopping! 
 
 
 

Please contact Lorraine 
Richter (631-553-7635) 
or the Temple office to 
arrange a purchase. The 
total profit from card 
sales is donated to the 
general fund each year. 
Please support this silent 
fundraiser. 

Gift cards are now availa-
ble for most major super-
markets: 

  

• ShopRite 

• Stop & Shop  

• King Kullen 

Leaves on the Tree of Life 
 
An engraved leaf on the lovely Tree of Life which graces 
our Social Hall is a joyous reminder of a Bat or Bar Mitz-
vah, an anniversary, a wedding, or a special birthday, and 
also a fitting tribute to the memory of a loved one. The cost 
of a leaf is $180 for members. Please contact Phyllis 
VanDyne at 631-734-7511 for information. 
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Plant a Tree in Israel 
 

You can have a tree planted in Israel for a donation of $18. Contact 
Carole Jones at the TIR office, 631-727-3191. All checks should 
be made out to Temple Israel of Riverhead, or you can use PayPal 
from our website. 

Ongoing Silent Fundraisers for Temple Israel 
 
TD Bank: Stop in at the Westhampton Beach branch to find out about all the special offers 
for TIR members. TD bank will make contributions to TIR based on activity from our mem-
bers. For details on their Affinity Membership Program, stop in at any branch if you are al-
ready a TD Bank customer. 
 
Peninsula Wines and Liquors offers wine at discounted prices, delivered directly to the 
temple. A percentage of the cost is donated back to us each time you buy. Anyone need-
ing wine or liquor can contact Jaime Siegel, or call Peninsula Wines directly at 516-374-
0900. Ask for Jim Cari, and be sure to mention Temple Israel. 
 
Donate an old car to Temple Israel for a tax deduction. It’s easy—just call (866) 392-
4483, or click on the link on our website. Be sure to designate Temple Israel of Riverhead as 
the recipient. 
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Our Judaica Shop 
 

If you need Shabbat or holiday items for yourself, or for a gift, you will find them right in the 
Temple. Our Judaica Shop boasts a large inventory of beautiful items, many of them dis-
played in the Social Hall's glass cases. Kiddush cups, glass platters, Shabbat-to-go, kipot, Se-
der and matzoh plates, menorahs, children's books and toys, cookbooks, and candlesticks are 
all there. Contact Carole Jones at the TIR office, 631-727-3191, with any requests.  
 

Where to purchase kosher food locally 

Justin's Chop Shop, in Westhampton Beach, (631) 288-5532, now car-
ries some kosher meat, poultry, and other items, along with the non-
kosher items always in stock. 

The Mill Road Cheese Shop, Westhampton Beach, (631) 998-0483,  now carries some 
kosher items. 

Beach Bakery, in Westhampton Beach, is under kosher supervision.  

BJ’s and Costco also have pareve cookies in their bakeries.  
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TODAH RABAH! 

Donations to Temple Israel of Riverhead 
 
Donation—Flora Garsten. 
In honor of Richard Israel for incredible kindness extended to our son—Michelle Foerder. 
Refuah Shelamah for Lynn Lee—Jaime Siegel. 
Yahrzeit for Henry Arbeeny—Linda Prizer. 
Yahrzeit for Syvia Hagler—wife of Stanley Hagler. 
Yahrzeit for Mildred Shapiro—sister of Sylvia Hagler. 
Yahrzeit for Harold Okin—father of Harvey Marchbein. 
Yahrzeit for Dorothy Marchbein—mother of Harvey Marchbein. 
Yahrzeit for Kirsten Orcutt—daughter of Monica Orcutt. 
Yahrzeit for Sherwood Goldstein—uncle of Josh Printz. 
Yahrzeit for Herbert Goldstein—Josh Printz. 
Yahrzeit for Max & Yetta Hagler—parents of Stanley Hagler. 
Yahrzeit for Phyllis Besserman—mother of Amy Csorny. 
Yahrzeit for Woody Goldstein—uncle of Karen Wolfson. 
Yahrzeit for Carole Roth—sister of George Sandberg. 
Yahrzeit for Leo Ganz—father of Michael Ganz. 
Yahrzeit for Mercedes Diamond—grandmother of Isaac Israel. 
Yahrzeit for Philip Shiff—uncle of Esther Printz. 
Yahrzeit and Kiddush for Irwin Garsten—husband of Flora Garsten. 
Yahrzeit for Rose Ritigstein—mother of Renee Chizever. 
Yahrzeit for Mabel Mendell—mother of Lorne Mandell. 
Yahrzeit for Charles Raffe—husband of Olivia Raffe. 
Yahrzeit for Barnett Raffe—grandfather of Charles Raffe. 
Yahrzeit for Solomon Raffe—father of Charles Raffe. 
Yahrzeit for Esther Raffe—grandmother of Charles Raffe. 
Yahrzeit for Herschel Rolnick—friend of Jaime Siegel. 
Yahrzeit for Herschel Rolnick—friend of Sharon Siegel. 
Yahrzeit for Shirley Elphand—mother of Phyllis Van Dyne. 
Yahrzeit for Florence Schiff—aunt of Esther Printz. 
Yahrzeit for Isidore Prizer—father of Linda Prizer. 
Yahrzeit for Morris Glickstein—grandfather of Linda Prizer. 
Yahrzeit for Fannie Glickstein—grandmother of Linda Prizer. 
Yahrzeit for Benjamin Press—father of Louise Press. 
Yahrzeit and Oneg for Robin Prussick Jacobs—sister of Kelly Rosati. 
.Trees for Israel: In memory of Carol Liebman—Gary Siegel. 
Trees for Israel: In memory of Rozanne Lerner—Gary Siegel. 
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 TODAH RABAH! 
 

Rabbi’s House Repair 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Schulman  Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Goldsmith 
Mr. & Mrs. James Smith   Robyn Forman 
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Marchbein  Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Milligan 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Ganz  Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hefter 

 
Kol Nidre 5784 

 
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Marchbein  Sharon Siegel 
 
 

Religious School Food Drive 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Goldsmith  Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Kagan 
 
 

Candle Light-
ing Times 

3/1 5:24 PM 

3/8 5:32 PM 

3/15 6:39 PM 

3/22 6:47 PM 

3/29 6:54 PM 

4/5 7:02 PM 
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 YAHRZEITS 
We remember these lives on the approaching anniversary of their passing. 

May their memories be a blessing. 
  March     Adar I/Adar II 5784 

Hebrew School 
Remaining class dates for the 2023-24 school year: 
March 6, 13, 20, 27; April 3, 10, 17; May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29.   
Dates subject to change. 

 
For information, please contact the Temple Office, or Jaime Siegel at 631-653-

3985.  

3/1 Karlin, Rose Adar-I 21  

3/1 Schroeder, Paul Adar-I 21  

3/2 Levine, Samuel Adar-I 22  

3/2 Saffer, Louis Adar-I 22  

3/3 Israel, Pauline Adar-I 23  

3/3 Michaelson, Sarah Adar-I 23  

3/4 Hochheiser, Jacob Adar-I 24  

3/4 Raffe, Esther Adar-I 24  

3/4 Silver, Miriam Adar-I 24  

3/7 Kaiserman, Leona Adar-I 27  

3/9 Coladner, Jack Adar-I 29  

3/9 Gradus, Hannah Adar-I 29  

3/11 Laufe, Sonia Adar-II 1  

3/11 Starkman, Jeanette Adar-II 1  

3/13 Gorenfeld, Roberta Lois Adar-II 3  

3/13 Weixelbaum, Milton Adar-II 3  

3/15 Israel, Isaac Adar-II 5  

3/17 Oppenheimer, Harry Adar-II 7  

3/18 Weiss, Dora Adar-II 8  

3/24 Smith, Lillian Adar-II 14  

3/25 Sturm, Neddie Adar-II 15  

3/27 Davis, Harry R. Adar-II 17  

3/28 Abrams, Harry Adar-II 18  

3/30 Lipetz, Fannie Adar-II 20  

3/31 Dresher, Barbara Adar-II 21  

3/31 Prizer, Ray Adar-II 21  

4/4 Jaeger, Fred Adar-II 25  
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Birthdays 
Newborn 
Brit Milah 

Baby naming 
Bat Mitzvah 
Bar Mitzvah 
Graduation 

Engagement 
Wedding 

Anniversary 
New home 
New job 

Retirement  
Thank you 

Your donation to TIR is a perfect gift for your loved one, 
and a Mitzvah for your congregation!  

Contact Ladan Shalom-Murray for details.  

Simcha Desk 

Offering personalized greeting  

cards, with a donation, for  

all happy occasions. 

Only $18, or multiples of !חי 

Your choice of digital or hard copy. 

Simcha Desk is here! 

 
 
 Did you know? 

For a donation of only $180.00 
you could sponsor the rabbi’s sermon 

on any Shabbat! 
 

You choose the subject or the teaching, with 
Rabbi Rascoe’s approval. 

 

 
 

For a donation of $360, if you’d like,  
we offer a Shabbat service without a sermon.  
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For Information: 
 

Advertising and  
Public Relations 

Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

Book Club Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

Bulletin Allen Silver 
asilver9@gmail.com 

631-744-7551 

Capital Campaign Richard Israel 727-5500 x11 

Cemetery Lisa Israel 727-5500 x10 

Custodian Contact Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Education Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Fundraising Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

High Holidays   

House Manager Rob Brown 631-298-2608 

Judaica Shop Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Membership Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Oneg Shabbat Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

President Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Programs and Events    

Ritual Committee Lisa Israel 727-5500 x10 

Social Hall Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Special Gifts Howard Collins 631-779-3042 

Temple Office Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Trees in Israel Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Tree of Life Phyllis Van Dyne 631-734-7511 

Supermarket 
Certificates 

Carole Jones (Office) 
Lorraine Richter 

631-727-3191 
631-653-9028 

Officers:  

President Jaime Siegel 

1st Vice President Barbara Smith 

Treasurer Richard Israel 

Secretary 
  

Linda Prizer 

  
 

Trustees:  

Harley Abrams  

Robert Brown   

Rebecca Hagler  

Lisa Israel  

Lorraine Richter  

  

 

Bulletin Committee:  

Allen Silver Lee Ann Silver 

Jaime Siegel  
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Temple Israel of Riverhead 
490 Northville Turnpike 
P.O. Box 1531 
Riverhead, NY 11901 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
TIME-SENSITIVE MAIL 
PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.SPOSTAGE 
PAID 
Riverhead, NY 11901 
Permit No26 

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF RIVERHEAD is affiliated with the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 
 
 

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Mar. 1 Shabbat Family Dinner 

March  24 Purim  

April 22 Passover Community Seder 

May 5 Yom HaShoah  

May 24 BBQ and Raffle 

Many adult classes are being offered with Rabbi Rascoe. See inside 
for details. 

http://www.uscj.org/index1.html

