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RABBIôS REFLECTIONS:  
 

A Purim Thought  

Besides being a funny story 
about anti-Semitism and re-
lating to non-Jews, Purim 
teaches about life. Mordecai 
saves the day by working 
within the kingôs rules. King 
Ahasuerus cannot repeal his 
Jew-killing decree, ñfor an 
edict that has been written in 
the kingôs name and sealed 
with the kingôs signet may 

not be revoked.ò  Mordecai issues a new rule requir-
ing Jews to defend themselves. While absurd, it re-
flects the kingôs absolute reign, either with the gods 
behind him, or as a god, which none will question. 
 
While an irreversible decree makes no sense, it fits 
how many of us view life. Rabbi Stanley M. Rosen-
baum notes that peopleôs perceptions change the situ-
ation, and that such beliefs and attitudes are self-
fulfilling. If people believe a situation cannot change, 
then their actions or inactions cause that outcome. 
Often, we underestimate our ability to transform, and 
exaggerate our inability to make a difference. While 
we must not deceive ourselves about our abilities, 
adopting a positive attitude maximizes our efforts. 
 

Rabbi Michael Rascoe 

In This Issue 

AufrufðHerbert Israel 
& Georgina Peachey  

3 

Adult Education  
Opportunities 

3 

Trial Shabbat  
Services 

4, 10 

Purim 7 

Community Passover 
Seder 

8 

TI Book Club 9 

Yom HaShoah   
Programs 

12-14 

T. I. Golf Outing 15 



Temple Israel of Riverhead 2  March 2017 

 

(Rabbiðcontinued from page 1)  

When facing a major challenge or crisis, 
Rabbi Rosenbaum observes that people re-
spond in one of four ways. In denial, we 
ignore or ñwish awayò the danger. Or, panic 
and confusion so overwhelm us that we 
cannot act. Or, we return to the past before 
the crisis ñin the good old days.ò  Or, we 
rush to act, without clearly thinking 
through a plan, and consequently our ac-
tions are ñso disorganized as to be little 
more than acts of desperation.ò  Rabbi Ros-
enbaum points out that in order to respond 
effectively, we need ñto devise and imple-
ment a well-considered and judiciously-
constructed plan of action.ò  It may not 
work, ñbut success is rarely achieved with-
out careful planning, hard work, and the 
positive mental attitude to carry through the 
plan.ò 
 
Judaism, he remarks, emphasizes ñlife and 
the disciplined application of human expe-
rience to enhance the quality of life.ò  It in-
spires ña realistic and positive attitude.ò  As 
a young child, he was told ña Jew never 
despairs.ò  He writes ñdisappointment, frus-
tration, defeat, and tragedy may have been 
our lot from time to time, but the Jew al-
ways had hope.ò  Israelôs national anthem 
is Hatikvah, (The Hope.) He pens ñaé
Jewish historian described Judaismôs atti-

tude of determination as reflecting a poli-
cy of af al pi chen vôlamrot hakol (never-
theless, and despite it all)....even in the 
face of oppression and loss, the Jewish 
spirit...resolved to capitalize on the posi-
tive and determined to work for a better 
future.ò  Most people, through time, hold 
that ñlife is determined by forces far be-
yond human control.ò  Judaism accepts 
ñthe massive impact of physical and so-
cial forces,ò yet holds that ñthe individu-
al and the group also shape the future.ò  
When we act ñrighteous[ly], Jew[s] be-
lieve...a higher power...will assist them. 
In the short runémight may prevail, but 
in the long run, as the Purim story so apt-
ly describes, right will triumph. Let us 
continue the tradition!ò 
 
One of my favorite sayings is, 
ñperception is more real than reality.ò  
This applies to congregations, politics, 
and life. We must carefully consider why 
and what we say and do. A more positive 
outlook, and admitting that we some-
times need to change, makes life more 
manageable, and we also may have more 
friends, be happier, and live longer. 
 
Be happy; itôs Adar. Purim same-ah, 
Happy Purim. 
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Learn about The Personality of God 
 
Rabbi Rascoe will be conducting a new class discussing The Personal-
ity of God. Classes will be held at 7 PM on the following Tuesdays:  March 7 
and April 4. All are invited to attend.  

Interfaith Bible Book-of-the-Month Club 
 
The Interfaith Bible Class will meet on Wednesday, March 8, from 9:30-11:30 
AM, at St. Marks Church, 105 Randall Road, Shoreham. The meeting will start 
with Psalm 8. 
 
Please call Mike Griske (631-849-1744), club President, with any questions. 

Talmud Classes  
 

Talmud classes continue on the following Wednesdays: March 1, 8, 15, 22, 
and 29; and April 5 and 26, from 6 to 7:30 PM. Rabbi Rascoe invites you to 
join the classes-there is always review so no previous attendance is required. 
Attendees receive an introduction to Talmudic logic, thought, and law. 

 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, March 4, 9:30 AM 
 

Please share in our joy as Herbert & Georgina are called to the Torah prior to their 
wedding day. We invite you to join us at services, followed by a festive Kiddush lunch-
eon. 
 
Lisa & Richard Israel           
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Kol Nidre Appeal 5777 
 

We continue to need  our membership and friends to preserve the 
health and well-being of our beloved temple. It is a tradition in 
congregations to establish a Kol Nidre Appeal Fund; at Temple Is-
rael this fund is vital to help supplement the dues and thus cover 
our operating expenses. Therefore, we ask each one of you, if you 
have not already donated, to be as generous as possible, in order 
that our temple may continue to meet the growing needs of the 
Jewish community. 

 
Please forward your check, payable to Temple Israel Kol Nidre Fund, to: Temple Israel 
of Riverhead, P.O. Box 1531, Riverhead, NY 11901. You can also pay online using 
PayPal. 

TI Modified Services to Conclude 
 

Temple Israel will be doing the last of three trial runs of a modified Saturday 
morning Shabbat service, which is shorter and contains more English. 
 
The last date is March 18, 2017. Services begin promptly at 9:30 AM and end at 
11:00 AM, to be followed by a Kiddush luncheon. Join us and give it a try! 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday Night Services 

 
Friday night Shabbat Dinners continue through Friday,  
March 10.  
 
On Friday, March 17, we will return to our 7 PM starting 
time for services, followed by an Oneg.  
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