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RABBIôS REFLECTIONS:  

Two Tablets; Two Holidays;  
Relationships 

Why two tablets for the Ten 
Utterances (Aseret ha-dibrot, 
commonly the Ten Com-
mandments)?  Why two To-
rah holidays, Shavuôot and 
Simhat Torah? 
 
There have been many an-
swers over the millennia for 
the first question, and over 
the last millennium for the 
second question (Simhat To-

rah is a later holiday). Regarding two tablets, the 
Biblical model is a covenant. History agrees. Archae-
ology notes that the tablets were rectangular, with the 
same text on each tablet. Indeed, the sages in the 
Mekhilta (Ba-hodesh/Yitro 8) some 1800 years ago 
held that all ten sayings appeared on each one, as op-
posed to the named opinion that five were on one 
and five on the other (think about how lopsided that 
would be, with 146 words in the first five and 26 
words in the second five). (Itôs even debatable 
whether the Ten Utterances were on the tablets.)  Yet 
tradition does not stress the idea of covenant, but the 
metaphor of marriage. 
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(Rabbiðcontinued from page 1) 

We party as we end and start the Torah cy-
cle on Simhat Torah, though on Shavuôot 
we receive Torah (according to the Rab-
bis). Why not party when we receive it?  
On one hand, they arose differently. 
Shavuôot is Biblical. Simhat Torah hap-
pened once the lectionary was set accord-
ing to the Babylonian one-year reading 
cycle, as opposed to the Palestinian 3+ 
year cycle. As noted above, the Bible does 
not set the date for the Israelites receiving 
Torah, but the Rabbis and other Jews in 
their time debated when it was. Nonethe-
less, we party on Simhat Torah, but not on 
Shavuôot. The marriage metaphor explains 
this too, because marriage involves rela-
tionships. 
 
The Maggid of Dubnow (18th century Po-
land) gives a parable for the latter. A king 
and queen had trouble conceiving. A wise 
man gave them a blessing, but warned 
them that if the child was a girl, no man 
must see her before her marriage. Every 
suitor but one bowed out when hearing the 
condition. This last one figured that the 
family was good and chanced it, albeit 
with apprehension. He was quite surprised 
when she turned out to be beautiful, but 
then feared there was some other flaw. Yet 
after a number of months, he grew only 
more impressed. He then went to the king, 
explained his earlier apprehension, and 
then said it was worth it to truly celebrate 
the marriage. They held a party. So it is 

Rules for Attending Saturday Services In-person 
 
Reservations are still required, as are proof of vaccination and masking. For the complete 
list, visit our website at:  
http://www.templeisraelriverhead.org/r rules covid.htm 

with Torah, the Israelites received it with-
out knowing what it was, later realized 
they loved it even more, and so decided to 
celebrate. 
 
Shavuôot, with its marriage metaphor, is 
about relationships. The number two is 
more prominent than in other holidays: 
two tablets; two loaves waved before the 
altar, the piyyut, poem; Aqdamut is a dou-
ble acrostic; and God and Israel. Torah 
indicates the special relationship between 
God and Israel. Note that other nations 
also have a relationship with God; yet, 
just as in a marriage one can have friends, 
there is a more intimate relationship be-
tween spouses. Love canôt really form the 
basis of a relationship before marriage. It 
grows over time (think of the Fiddler on 
the Roof song when Tevye asks Golde 
does she love him). While one canôt agree 
to marry someone without meeting the 
person, it takes time for a relationship tru-
ly to develop. To really understand Torah, 
just as to really understand a spouse, the 
relationship takes time to form, since it 
takes time to learn about and to be sensi-
tive to another person. So, too, with God. 
It takes time for us to learn about God, 
especially since all we have is Godôs 
word. To form a relationship with God 
means studying Torah and living it. Hence 
Shavuot is about the importance of two, 
the relationship. The party comes later. 

http://www.templeisraelriverhead.org/r%20rules%20covid.htm
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²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ōǳȅ ŀ ŎŀǊ ŀǘ !ǇǇƭŜ IƻƴŘŀΣ ƳŜƴǝƻƴ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ LǎǊŀŜƭ 
ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ϷмллΦлл Řƻƴŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ 

мотр hƭŘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ wƻŀŘ 
wƛǾŜǊƘŜŀŘΣ bΦ¸ммфлм 

tƘƻƴŜ όсомύ тнт-лррр 
CŀȄ όсомύ тнт-упро 
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On Sunday, 
May 1st, 
2022, Tem-
ple Israel 
held its an-
nual Holo-
caust Re-
membrance 
Day, Yom 
HaShoah, 
after three 
years of so-
cial distancing due to the pandemic. 
Driving up to our synagogue and seeing 
the full parking lot evidenced the signifi-
cance of returning to our communal pro-
grams. There were over 40 attendees, in-
person and on Zoom. Donations for 
Ukraine were collected as well.  
 
Harley Abrams was MC and host of the 
program. After President Jaime Siegel 
welcomed everyone, the ceremony started 
with a beautiful and supportive speech 
from Town of Riverhead Supervisor Hon-
orable Yvette Aguiar, and Lt. Jonathan 
Devereaux. 
 
Next, Fr. Bohdan Hedz, from St. John the 
Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Riverhead, shared the history of Ukraine 
and its political relationship with Russia 
for centuries. He showed how ignorance 
enables history to repeat itself, emphasiz-
ing never to forget the Holocaust and the 
importance of ñNever Againò. He was 
then invited to light the first of the six 
candles in honor and memory of the six 
million Jews murdered in WWII.  

The second 
candle was 
lit by Super-
visor Honor-
able Yvette 
Aguiar and 
Lt. 
Devereaux. 
 
The third 
candle was 
lit by our 

congregants Rebecca and Mitchell Hagler. 
The experiences of Rebeccaôs grand-
motherôs family are depicted in the book 
The Boy who Followed his Father into 
Auschwitz.  
 
The fourth candle was lit by Meital and 
Jonathon Estreich, whose grandparents, 
Lea and Issac Estreich, are Holocaust sur-
vivors. 
 
The fifth candle was lit by our congre-
gants Ruth Prizer and her daughter Linda 
Prizer. Lindaôs father Isidore was in OSS 
and fought in Czechoslovakia, which was 
occupied by Germans during WWII. 
 
The sixth candle went to our guest 
speaker, Felice Katz. Feliceôs mother, 
Ethel Bauer Katz, told her story of surviv-
al after witnessing her family gunned 
down by the Nazis. She shared her experi-
ences as a 17-year-old Jewish girl during 
WWII in her ñOur Tomorrows Never 
Cameò, brought to life by this book. She 
began by introducing six family members: 
six names, six personalities, six talents 
and skills, six life journeys, and six lives; 
some too short. She showed six different  

Update on Yom HaShoah Program  

(Yom HoShoahðcontinued on page 6) 
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Leaves on the Tree of Life 
 
An engraved leaf on the lovely Tree of Life which graces 
our Social Hall is a joyous reminder of a Bat or Bar Mitz-
vah, an anniversary, a wedding, or a special birthday, and 
also a fitting tribute to the memory of a loved one. The cost 
of a leaf is $180 for members. Please contact Phyllis 
VanDyne at 631-734-7511 for information. 

In Memory of  

Segal  

From Siegel  

The TIR Yom HaShoah 2022 was orga-
nized by: 
 
] Rabbi Rascoe   
] Jaime Siegel                   
] Barbara Smith  
] Linda Prizer 
] Harley Abrams 
] Nan Rachel Peel 
] Ladan Shalom-Murray  
               
We hope everyone found this program ed-
ucational, communal, friendly, emotional, 
and beautiful. We appreciate any feed-
back. 
Excerpted from notes by Ladan Shalom-
Murray  
 
To view photos from this event, visit us 
online at:    
http://www.templeisraelriverhead.org 
Select  the More tab and choose Yom 
Hashoah from the menu.  

smiles, eyes, clothing, taking us on a jour-
ney of hope, fear, and struggle, but never 
giving in or giving up. Felice has a superb 
talent to tell and carry on her motherôs 
story,  making sure that the six million 
murdered Jews are not just a number; now 
we know six of them! Ethel always told 
everyone: ñPlease remember what hap-
pened, and  tell your children.ò 
 
All proceeds of the sale of ñOur Tomor-
rows Never Cameò will go to the Holo-
caust Memorial & Tolerance Center in 
Glen Cove, New York. 
This event concluded with the chanting of 
El Malei Rachamim by Rabbi Rascoe, as 
Jonathan Estreich carried the Sefer Torah 
high up through the aisle of our sanctuary. 
What an amazing ending to this event! 
Am Israel Chai! Refreshments were 
served in our social hall. 

(Yom HaShoahðcontinued from page 5) 

http://www.templeisraelriverhead.org
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Talmud Classes: Tractate Megillah 
 

Rabbi Rascoeôs Talmud classes continue at 6 PM on Wednesdays in June and July, except 
June 22. There is always review. No advance reading is required, and the materials studied 
may be found in the Shabbat Prayerbook. Attendees receive an introduction to Talmudic 
logic, thought, and law, via Zoom. 

Book Discussion: Between God and Man 
 

Rabbi Rascoe will continue discussing Between God and Man: An Interpretation of Ju-
daism  by Abraham Heschel, with a new introduction by David Hartman (1997). The group  
meets at 6 PM on Tuesdays in June and July, except June 21, via Zoom. 

Please note: Congregants will receive emailed instructions for attending Rabbi Ras-
coe's classes via Zoom. Classes may be cancelled when the class decides to take a break, 
and you may come late or leave early.  

Bible Study: Starting with Genesis  
 

Rabbi Rascoe will be holding this class at 6:30 PM on Thursdays in  June and July, except  
June 16 & 23, via Zoom.  

Jewish Mysticism 
 

Join Rabbi Rascoe to explore the topic of Jewish mysticism, especially the Kabbalah and 
its variations. Classes are held from 6:00-7:00 PM on Mondays in June and July, except  
June 6 & 20 and July 4, via Zoom.  
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Our Judaica Shop 
 

If you need Shabbat or holiday items for yourself, or for a gift, you will find them right in the 
Temple. Our Judaica Shop boasts a large inventory of beautiful items, many of them dis-
played in the Social Hall's glass cases. Kiddush cups, glass platters, Shabbat-to-go, kipot, Se-
der and matzoh plates, menorahs, children's books and toys, cookbooks, and candlesticks are 
all there. 
 
Phyllis Van Dyne operates the Temple's Shop, acquiring new items several times a year. She 
will also fill special orders; if you see something you'd like, she can get it for you. Or, if you 
need ideas for a gift, she will be happy to suggest something in your price range, perfect for 
your occasion and recipient. For more information and personal service, just call Phyllis at 
631-734-7511. 

Kosher Food For Our Events 

Beach Bakery, in Westhampton Beach, is under kosher supervision. BJôs 
and Costco also have pareve cookies in their bakeries.  

Interfaith Bible Class 
 
The Interfaith Bible Class will meet on Wednesdays, June 8 and July 13,  from 9:30-11:30 
AM. Please contact the Rabbi for information and the Zoom link.  


