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RABBIôS REFLECTIONS 

Hide-and-Seek  

Childhood games provide 
metaphors and tech-
niques for life. Hide-and-
seek (also peek-a-boo):  a 
game where one player 
(ñItò) tries to find hidden 
others;  a plot-building de-
vice in movies. 
 
Rabbi Barukh ben Yehiôel 

of Medzibezh (1757-1810, grandson of Israel 
ben Eliôezer Baôal Shem Tov, founder of modern 
Hasidism) told a story. Yehiôel, his grandson, 
once played hide-and-seek with another boy. 
Yehiôel hid. He came out eventually but didnôt 
see the boy. The boy never looked. He ran to 
his grandfather crying about his faithless friend. 
Rabbi Barukh tearfully mused, ñGod says, óI 
hide, but no one wants to seek meôò (See Deu-
teronomy 31:18;  Isaiah 45:15;  Psalm 13:2.) 
 
Do we phrase it this way?  We think from our 
own experience, awaiting proof that contradicts 

Rabbi Michael Rascoe 
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(Rabbiðcontinued from page 1)  

it. Often we live out Indiana Repre-
sentative Earl Landgrebeôs Watergate 
hearing comment:  "My mind is made 
up; don't confuse me with the facts." 
 
Dan Pagis, a poet born in Romania, es-
caped a concentration camp as a teen, 
after three years, and reached Pales-
tine in 1946. He died in 1986 at 56. (I 
thank Dr. Anne Lapidus Lerner): 
 

 Hide-and-Seek 
 

In a backyard in the Universe 
We played, he and I. 
I covered my eyes, he hid: 
One two three, 
Not before me, not behind me 
Not within me. 
 
Since then I have been looking 
So many years. 
So what if I donôt find you. 
Come out, already, come out, 
You see that I have surrendered. 

 
We donôt know who started the game, 
who failed to connect (we did not look 
up.) We look before, behind, and within 
us in the familiar, protected backyard of 
an infinite universe for a hidden, un-
named friend, and discover we are 
alone. We covered our eyes and God 
hid, unlike Adam and Eve. We hope we 
will find God;  yet our patience is gone; 
we have surrendered. 
 
Hide-and-seek is a metaphor for our re-
lationship with God. It simply expresses 
complex theological issues, reminding 

us that a relationship with God is both 
within our control (we can uncover our 
eyes,) and beyond our control (it is God.) 
His frustration mirrors our own. We can 
only uncover our eyes and hope that God 
answers our call to appear. 
 
In the poem and the story, the end is not 
always what we expect, since we canôt 
control everything. Yet we learn that the 
search itself can be worthwhile. Behind 
the poem and story lies the search for 
God, and we need to do our part. As hu-
mans, the game of life is not over until we 
of ashes and dust return to the earth from 
which we come. 
 
I close with some Biblical verses: 
Isaiah 55:6   
Seek the Lord while God can be found,  
Call to God when God is near. 
Amos 5:4   
Thus said the Lord to the House of Israel: 
Seek Me, and you will live. 
Psalm 27:4  One thing I ask of the Lord, 
only that do I seek:  
to live in the house of the Lord all the days 
of my life,  
to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord, to 
frequent Godôs temple. 
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JOIN US IN CELEBRATI NG  

Rabbi Michael Rascoe 

At Temple Israel of Riverhead  

 

Installation Weekend  

**********************************************************************  

Friday, June 5  5:30 PM  Barbecue  

     7:00 PM  Shabbat Services  

**********************************************************************  

Saturday, June 6  9:30 AM  Services  

     Celebratory Luncheon to Follow  

**********************************************************************  

Sunday, June 7  4:00 PM  Installation  Ceremo ny  

     Cocktail Party and Dinner  

**********************************************************************  

RSVP by Thursday, May 28, 2015 

For Sunday, June 7 festivities  

TempleIsraelRH@optonline.net  / 631 -727 -3191  

 

ˣx˪˪ˮˮ˩˩ss  ˪˪˩˩ˣx  

Let us go forward, together. 
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Sponsors Needed 

 

We need sponsors for our Shabbat speaker program. Please contact Jaime Siegel or Lorraine 

Richter for details.  

Scholar-in-Residence Weekend at TI  
 

On Friday, May 9, a rapt audience of about 30 congregants was treated to the first of three 

talks by Dr. Anne Lapidus Lerner, pioneer of Women's Studies at the Jewish Theological 

Seminary. A leading spokeswoman for Conservative Judaism, Dr. Lerner is known for her 

studies and portrayal of women in Jewish history and literature. 

 

She began by presenting a new and intriguing viewpoint of Eve's creation, which veered radi-

cally away from the familiar patriarchal version: Eve was not an afterthought created from 

Adam's "rib;" rather humanity was intentionally created with both a masculine and a feminine 

"side!"  Dr. Lerner further supported a feminist interpretation of this story with the observa-

tion that Eve had been the knowledge seeker, the one whose actions drove the story.  

 

The subsequent two talks, on Shabbat morning and evening, were equally fascinating in their 

novel explanations of the roles of women throughout history, shedding new light on familiar 

passages about the first Jewish family. Dr. Lerner's interpretations consistently and emphati-

cally give great weight to the words and actions of women as movers and shakers throughout 

our past.  

  

Many thanks to Harley Abrams for sponsoring this program, in honor of his parents, and for 

bringing us such an interesting speaker. 

Bieling Bat Mitzvah 
 
On Saturday, May 2nd, Debby Malamood Bieling had the joy and honor of becoming a Bat 

Mitzvah at Temple Israel. She achieved her lifelong desire in the presence of her adult chil-

dren, Hilary and Joshua; her mother and step-father, Betty and Everett Freed; brother Howard 

Malamood; sister and brother-in-law, Helayne and Howard Birnbaum; and her step-sister, 

Michelle Olinsky and her family. Also present were colleagues from BOCES, and the Temple 

Israel family. Debby chanted her parshah, Acharei K'doshim, beautifully. Her father, the re-

nowned cantor Herman Malamood,  would have been quite proud of her accomplishments. 

Her speech was heartfelt, and brought a few congregants to happy tears. Mazel Tov to Debby 

and her family on this wonderful simchah! 
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Thank You  
 

I would like to thank my Temple Israel family for sharing in my Bat Mitzvah. I was able to 

fulfill a dream of mine with your support and encouragement. A special thank you to Rabbi 

Rascoe, Jaime Siegel, and Lisa Israel for making my day so perfect. 

 

Debby Bieling 
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Dear Fellow Congregant: 
 
Looking forward to the High Holy Days, we thought you would like an explanation of 
Temple Israelõs High Holy Day ticket process.   
 
The Temple offers High Holy  Day tickets at reasonable cost to those who support 
Temple Israel and Judaism by being or becoming dues-paying members. 
 
According to the Templeõs long-standing practice, we make High Holy Day seats 
available at no charge to needy individuals and to full -time college students.  If a 
member or non-member of Temple Israel is demonstrably in financial straits, we 
willingly make special arrangements.   

 
To be courteous and fair to everyone, we ask that you consider the following 
information when ordering your tickets:  
    

1. Each person attending High Holy Day services must have a ticket.  Tickets are 
issued for specific seats (as in a theater,) and you are expected to occupy the seat 
designated on your ticket.  

 
    2. Tickets are non-transferable. 
 

3. Inter -married spouse members and individual  members may purchase tickets for 
themselves, their spouses, and children at the member rate. 

 
    4. Each year, all but a few seats are reserved in advance; please do not assume that 

an unoccupied seat is an available seat. 
 
    5. Tickets cannot be purchased for non-relatives at the member rates.  
 
We appreciate your understanding and cooperation in adhering to the spirit of our 
ticket process.  We are all working diligently to make our High Holy Day services 
meaningful and dignified.  
 
If you have further questions , please call the temple office at 631-727-3191 
 
 

The High Holy Day Committee  
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Will you sponsor the Yizkor Book, 5776? 
 

For the upcoming High Holy Days, we are preparing again our annual memorial book 

containing the Yizkor Memorial Service, special readings and meditations, and the names 

of our membersô departed loved ones. 

 

This Yizkor Book will be distributed to Temple Israelôs worshipers during Yom Kippurôs 

Yizkor Service and then used for memorial services conducted at other times during the 

year. 

 

You can sponsor the printing of this book with a $900.00 donation. The book will 

acknowledge your sponsorship and memorialize your loved ones. Temple Israel will be 

very grateful for your assistance. 

 

If you would like to sponsor this Yizkor Bookôs printing, please call the temple office as 

soon as possible (631-727-3191). 

 

If you would like to inscribe your loved onesô names in the booklet, please complete the 

Yizkor Booklet list and return it to the office by August 24th. 
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