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RABBIôS REFLECTIONS:  

January -ï Beginning and Ending 

New Year's dates to pagan 
Roman times. Other pagan 
holidays, Western religions 
changed, but New Year's Eve 
and Day still reflect some 
pagan roots. Judaism has 
some difficulties with its 
world view. This New Year, 
let us keep this world view 
in perspective as we cele-
brate it. 

 
The Romans named January after their god Janus be-
cause of his role and image. They depicted Janus as a 
two-faced being, one in the front and one in the back 
of his head. Thus, he could see everything around 
him without turning, and also see everything in time, 
both past and future. This ability made him the porter 
of heaven, and guardian of portals, including begin-
nings and endings. Accordingly, he symbolized 
change and transition, planting and harvesting, birth 
and marriage. He watched youth maturing and begin-
ning. And he represented the middle ground between 
barbarism and civilization, ruralism and urbanism, 
youth and adulthood. In wartime, his priests opened 
his temple doors, and in peacetime they closed them. 

Rabbi Michael Rascoe 
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(Rabbiðcontinued from page 1) 

Due to his nature, we mark both the night 
before and the day of New Year. 
 
This concept of marking both the end of the 
old year and the beginning of the new year 
worked in pagan cultures. Pagans viewed 
history as cyclical; time, events, and history 
repeated. Robert Jordan describes this cy-
clical nature well in his fantasy series The 
Wheel of Time. Most of his books open, 
ñThe Wheel of Time turns, and Ages come 
and pass, leaving memories that become 
legend. Legend fades to myth, and even 
myth is long forgotten when the age that 
gave it birth comes again. In one Age, 
called the Third Age by some, an Age yet to 
come, an Age long past. There are neither 
beginnings nor endings to the turning of the 
Wheel of Time. But it was a beginning.ò 
 
This cyclical view of the world continues in 
modern culture. The religion scholar Mircea 
Eliade titled one book, The Myth of the 
Eternal Return, or Cosmos and History. He 
noted that Christianity, and most psycho-
therapy, accept an element of this cyclical 
idea of time and history: especially the re-
turn to an idyllic time, paradise. Marxism 
and all forms of communism and socialism 
also accept this concept of a return to an 
idyllic time in the human past. 
 
Judaism rejects this cycle. We will not re-
turn to the Garden of Eden. The 19th centu-
ry scholar Samuel David Luzzato on Gene-
sis 3:24 writes that we were like automata 
there. God actually set us up to eat the fruit 
and be expelled. As a parent knows, tell a 
child not to do something, and frequently 
the child does it. He argues that God want-
ed us to eat the fruit and to expand for our 
own betterment and to further God's plan 
for creation. Only after we leave paradise 
do we begin to realize our nature and poten-

tial, though we suffer pain, harm, and 
death in the process. We do not believe in 
a return to paradise that was, nor do we 
believe in a second coming. We believe in 
a messiah and a messianic world. 
 
Judaism commands us to choose life. Not 
only is it sacred, it is what we have, and 
we play a role in it. A while ago, a friend 
became upset when a noted childless and 
elderly rabbi stopped caring about living 
after his wife of many years died. He 
gave up, just wanted to die, refused to ac-
cept help, and died shortly after his wife. 
The issue was not that he felt this way, 
but that he refused to do anything about 
it. We say, yes, living hurts, of course it 
brings pain, but after we experience it, we 
donôt have to succumb. We live with our 
hurt, our pain. We go on with life, no 
matter how painful. We reject losing hope 
or surrendering. We do not continue to 
despair. At some point we confront the 
angel of death with life. We seek help 
when we have problems. We see doctors 
for our health, a therapist for our mental 
state. We refuse to accept the inevitability 
of fate and destiny. We refuse to bow and 
die. We find some reason to live, some 
purpose to life, even after the Holocaust, 
even after the tragic death of a loved one 
(see Viktor Frankl, Manôs Search for 
Meaning.)  Accordingly, the community 
visits us after the funeral when a loved 
one dies and provides for our needs for a 
time. We, the community, say you matter, 
you are not alone. We choose life. We 
fight. Life requires change, and for us to 
change it. We believe that we will make 
this a better world than it was before we 
were born, no matter how little we have 
left to live. 
Consider 11-year-old Brenden Foster of 

(Rabbiðcontinued on page 8 
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²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ōǳȅ ŀ ŎŀǊ ŀǘ !ǇǇƭŜ IƻƴŘŀΣ ƳŜƴǝƻƴ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ LǎǊŀŜƭ 
ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ϷмллΦлл Řƻƴŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ 

мотр hƭŘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ wƻŀŘ 
wƛǾŜǊƘŜŀŘΣ bΦ¸ммфлм 

tƘƻƴŜ όсомύ тнт-лррр 
CŀȄ όсомύ тнт-упро 

 Coming soon to Temple Israel of Riverhead 
Fridays, 10:00 AMð1:00 PM 

 

Parker Jewish Institute  
Mobile Adult Day Care Program 

Parker Jewish Institute for Health Care and Rehabili-
tation is proud to announce a new and innovative  so-
cial adult day program for older adults on Eastern 
Long Island, offered under a grant from the UJA Fed-
eration of New York. The purpose of this program is 
to provide relief for caregivers who need a break, 
while at the same time providing meaningful activi-
ties for their loved ones.  

Parkerôs mobile adult day care program offers an array of therapeutic activities that en-
hance quality of life, enabling participants to make new friends and remain active. Ac-
tivities include  music, art, current events discussion, trivia, and more. During this time, 
caregivers have free time to relax, run errands, keep an appointment, or spend time with 
friends and family; with the peace of mind of knowing that their loved one is under the 
supervision of a professional-care staff.  

This is an opportunity for caregivers to find relief and respite, while their loved ones 
participate in activities that enhance quality of life, increase socialization, form new 
connections,  and encourage them to remain active.  

Applications are currently being accepted.  
Interested parties can call for more information at: (718) 289-2102 
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Winter Shabbat Dinners Continue 

until March 9th, 2018 
 

Friday night Shabbat services will begin at 5:30 PM,  

followed by a community dinner. 

Join us for services and dinner. It is a  

wonderful evening, and a great way to begin Shabbat. 

Saturday morning services begin at 9:30 AM. 

Thank you to our upcoming sponsors: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Consider sponsoring a Friday night dinner for $180.00,  

but whether you are a sponsor, or not, please join us. 

Date Candle Lighting Sponsors 

1/5 4:19 PM 
Rebecca & Mitch Hagler and  
hospitality 

1/12 4:26 PM Debby Bieling and Mickey & Corky Segal 

1/19 4:34 PM Judy Lockman 

1/26 4:43 PM 
Harley Abrams in memory of paternal  
grandmother Ethyl Abrams 

2/2 4:51 PM Anonymous, Groundhog Day celebration 

2/9 5:00 PM 
The Kaplan-Walbrecht Family 
Tu B'Shevat Seder  

2/16 5:08 PM Leni & Harvey Goldsmith 

2/23 5:17 PM Still available 

3/2 5:25 PM 
Harley Abrams in memory of paternal  
grandfather Harry Abrams 
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Modified Shabbat Services Continue  
 

Test out our shortened Shabbat services  

on the 1st Shabbat of each month: 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Services begin promptly at 9:30 AM ,  

with a minyan, and end at 11:00 AM.  
 

Followed by a Kiddush luncheon.  

January 6 

February 3  

March 3  

Temple Israel of Riverhead 

Book Club 
 

 

Monday, Jan. 23, 2018 at 7:00 PM 

 
 

One Last Thing Before I Go 
 by Jonathan Tropper 

 
Location: Temple Israel of Riverhead 

 
Please RSVP so we can plan accordingly.  
Contact Barbara Smith with any questions. 
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The Personhood of God 
 

On Tuesday, February 6 and March 6, from 7-8 PM, we will look at the different images 
of God as a person, and what those images say about God, our faith, and the whole human 

Talmud Classes  
 

Talmud classes continue on the following Wednesdays: January 10, 17, 24, and 31, Feb-
ruary 7, 14, and 21,  and March 7, 14, 21, and 28 from 6 to 7:30 PM. Rabbi Rascoe in-
vites you to join us. There is always review, so no previous attendance is required. At-
tendees receive an introduction to Talmudic logic, thought, and law. 
 

Interfaith Bible Book-of-the-Month Club 
 
The Interfaith Bible Class will meet on the following Wednesdays: January 10, February 
14, and March 14, from 9:30 AM-11:30 AM, at St. Marks Church, 105 Randall Road, 
Shoreham. Please call Mike Griske (631-849-1744,) club President, with any questions. 

Rabbi Rascoe Discusses Buberôs I and Thou 
 

Rabbi Rascoe continues discussions of Martin Buberôs book, I and Thou. The next ses-
sions will be held on the following Tuesdays: January 9,  February 13, and March 13 at 7 
PM at Temple Israel.  



Temple Israel of Riverhead 7  January/February 2018 

 

 
 

IslandWide Dermatology 
 

David Silverstein, M.D., F.A.A.D 
 
- 

Board Certified Dermatologist 
 

Medical, Surgical, & Cosmetic Dermatology 

 
 

Islandwidedermatology.com 

1190 Old Country Road, Suite 1 
Riverhead, NY  11901 

Phone: 631-381-0600 
Fax: 631-381-0603 

Plant a Tree in Israel 
 

You can have a tree planted in 
Israel for a donation of $18. 
Contact Sheila Muller, at PO 
Box 2433, Aquebogue, NY 
11931; 631-722-4711; or  

suraelka@aol.com. All checks should be 
made out to Temple Israel of Riverhead, or 
you can use PayPal from our website. 

Sponsor a Speaker at  Temple 
Israel 

 
If you are interested in sponsoring a future 
Shabbat speaker program, please contact 
Jaime Siegel or Lorraine Richter. 

Kol Nidre Appeal 
 

As we continue into 5778, we still need  our membership and friends to 
preserve the health and well-being of our beloved temple. It is a tradi-
tion in congregations to establish a Kol Nidre Appeal Fund; at Temple 
Israel this fund is vital to help supplement the dues and thus cover our 
operating expenses. Therefore, we ask each one of you, if you have not 
already donated, to be as generous as possible, in order that our temple 
may continue to meet the growing needs of the Jewish community. 
 

Please forward your check, payable to Temple Israel Kol Nidre Fund, to: Temple Israel of 
Riverhead, P.O. Box 1531, Riverhead, NY 11901. You can also pay online using PayPal. 
Thank you. 
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Best wishes to  

Temple Israel 

from  

Siegel and Segal  

(Rabbiðcontinued from page 2) 

Bothell, Washington. Dying of leukemia, 
he passed some homeless people on his 
way home from the hospital. He thought 
they deserved a chance, but he was too 
sick to help. In his final two weeks of life, 
other people decided to honor his last 
wish. His wish raised tens of thousands of 
dollars, many pounds of food, and many 
hours of time to be donated to feed home-
less people. 
 
Judaism claims that our lives matter, that 
we have a role to play in the world. Thus, 
Jews as a group have hope and do not 
give up regardless of what happens to us. 
Part of the reason why we say that our 
lives matter and that we have a role to 
play in making this a better world comes 
from the way we view history and the 
world. God created the world, which is 
good. But history begins when we leave 
paradise, moving towards an ñend 
timeò (eschaton) when human nature and 
time will change. We will not return to 
the world as it was in the Garden of Eden. 
Events do not mean much in a cyclical 
world where what happened once will 
happen again because everything recurs. 
Only in the context of an historical 
straight line from the Garden of Eden to 
the messianic age, from the unnamed first 
Adam, Person, and Havvah, Life, to the 

unnamed mashiah, messiah, do we see a 
progression. We march from paradise to-
wards the kingship of God, and the re-
demption of humanity and history. Godôs 
plan unfolds in this arena in which we, 
like every other human, past, present and 
future, play the unique part that only we 
can play. This gives us cause to keep on 
living, to hope that things will change for 
the better. The world loses a piece of its 
future potential when we fail to play our 
part, and it slows the coming of the messi-
ah. God will not ask us after we die why 
we were not like Abraham, Moses, or Da-
vid. God will ask us whether we lived up 
to our own full potential. 
 
ñNew Yearò on January 1 is too much a 
part of our culture to eliminate, and previ-
ous attempts by Western religions failed 
for just this reason. Since people resolve 
to change and to do better at the New 
Year, this should be part of our New 
Yearôs observance. Three times a week-
day, Jews pray to return to Godôs service, 
and for God to forgive our sins because 
we resolve to do better. The prayer, 
Aleinu, states our goal in life: ñto set the 
world in order under Godôs kingship.ò  We 
can infuse these ideas into New Year's. 
 
On Rosh Ha-Shanah, I wished you a good 
year. Now I wish you a happy secular 
New Year. May it, too, be one of change. 
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Leaves on the Tree of Life 
 

An engraved leaf on the lovely Tree of 
Life which graces our Social Hall is a 
joyous reminder of a Bat or Bar Mitz-
vah, an anniversary, a wedding, or a 
special birthday, and also a fitting trib-
ute to the memory of a loved one. The 
cost of a leaf is $180 for members. 
Please contact Phyllis VanDyne at 631-
734-7511 for information, . 

An Easy Way to Help TIñGo Food Shopping! 
 
 
 

  

Please contact Lana An-
ker (lana410@aol.com,) 
Lorraine Richter (631-
653-9028,) or the Tem-
ple office to arrange a 
purchase. The total  
profit from card sales is 
donated to the  general 
fund each year. Please 
support this silent fund-
raiser. 

Gift Cards are now avail-
able for all major super-
markets... 

  

¶ Best Market 

¶ Stop & Shop  

¶ King Kullen 


