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RABBI’S REFLECTIONS  

On Education: Branches and Roots 

Many of you have heard that 
my dad generally did not 
like overseeing Ivy League 
graduates, instead preferring 
those from state schools. 
When he tried to teach the 
former what they needed to 
do, and how to do it, in the 
real world, they typically 
said that they had studied 

with the world’s best professors, and this is the way 
to do it, while the latter usually just said OK; how do 
I do it?  Years later, I finally asked him why he let 
me go to Columbia. He answered that he figured he 
had me long enough that it wouldn’t corrupt me. In-
deed, this education discussion is not new. An older 
story illustrates it: 
 
Two famous Harvard graduates, Henry David Tho-
reau and Ralph Waldo Emerson, once discussed their 
alma mater. Emerson was impressed with all the 
courses in all the different branches of learning. Tho-
reau replied, “Yes, in all the branches, but in none of 
the roots.”  While Thoreau criticized Harvard, he did 
appreciate the library, and the rhetoric classes with 
Edward Channing. He hated that it taught 
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(Rabbi—continued from page 1) 

“superficial scholarship,” and not critical 
thought. 
 
We still debate critical thinking vs. rote 
learning, but perhaps Thoreau had another 
thought in mind. Rote learning teaches 
one to do a job. But is this what education 
should be?  In the western world, for cen-
turies the answer was yes. In the medieval 
world, one went to university to learn a 
profession. Greek education, except in 
Sparta, taught one to be a good citizen. 
Thoreau probably called for education to 
be grounded in fundamentals, especially 
conviction, and for using it for proper pur-
poses. Moreover, he disliked his daily 
worship, and its’ effects on his grades (he 
hated the whole grading system, even  
signing a letter demanding it be changed). 
Yet it’s not because he wasn’t spiritual;  
he disliked their spirituality and had his 
own. Without fostering a spiritual belief, 
and bettering society, education was vain 
and at best useless, if not dangerous. 
Roots provide the support the branches 
need, without which they cannot exist.  
 
Maybe he echoed Jeremiah 17:5-8 (the 
haftarah for Behuqqotai). Jeremiah de-
scribed a bush planted in a desert being 
easily uprooted, due to shallow roots, 
while one planted by a stream easily sur-
vived whatever nature did to it, due to its 
deep roots. He compared this to a person: 
the former is one who trusts in humans, 
while the latter trusts in God. Faith reveals 
life’s purposes, which serve as our source, 
and from which we draw inspiration and 
strength. 
 
I’m not knocking higher education in gen-
eral, just much of what passes for it these 
days. Many teachers, especially in the 
highest echelons, see it as their job to in-

doctrinate students, and say so. 
 
Jewish education always held that it in-
cludes a religious component, best ex-
pressed as a moral and religious founda-
tion, from which all else flows. As such, 
there’s a tension about how much non-
Jewish learning one should study. As my 
Maimonides philosophy class knows, he 
held that one must have a thorough 
grounding in the non-Jewish disciplines, 
at least in so far as they did not drive one 
away from God or observance.  
 
A millennium earlier, Rabbi Meir preced-
ed him. He lived about 1900 years ago,  
when Rome was not overly friendly to 
Jews. Jews hotly debated how much 
Greco-Roman thought one could study. 
Some held that it should all be studied, 
and others none. The issue which we call 
assimilation concerned both. Some want-
ed more, and others less. Rabbi Meir (TB 
Hagigah. 15b) studied Greek thought as 
part of his learning from his teacher, 
Elishah ben Avuyah who later became a 
heretic (known as aher, meaning other), 
and Rabbi Meir was accused of studying 
too much Greek thought. He answered 
with two metaphors:  he ate the ripe part 
of a half-ripe date and discarded the rest, 
and he ate the edible part of a pomegran-
ate and discarded the rest. He learned 
what was worthwhile, but not what was 
dangerous. He learned from others, and 
still kept his Torah learning and ob-
servance. In real education, one learns 
truth from wherever and whomever, but 
not at the expense of critical thought, 
morals, and life’s purposes, including bet-
tering society. 
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Kol Nidre Appeal 5784 
 

We continue to need  our membership and friends to preserve the 
health and well-being of our beloved temple. It is a tradition in con-
gregations to establish a Kol Nidre Appeal Fund; at Temple Israel this 
fund is vital to help supplement the dues and thus cover our operating 
expenses. Therefore, we ask each one of you, if you have not already 
donated, to be as generous as possible, in order that our temple may 
continue to meet the growing needs of the Jewish community. 
 

Please forward your check, payable to Temple Israel Kol Nidre Fund, to: Temple Israel of 
Riverhead, P.O. Box 1531, Riverhead, NY 11901. You may also pay from our website, 
using PayPal. Thank you. 

When you buy a car at Apple Honda, mention Temple Israel 
and we will make a $100.00 donation in your name 

1375 Old Country Road 
Riverhead, N.Y11901 

Phone (631) 727-0555 
Fax (631) 727-8453 

In Memory of 

Segal 

From Siegel 
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Hebrew School 
Remaining class dates for the 2023-24 school year: 
December 6, 13, 20; January 3, 10, 17, 24, 31; February 7, 14, 
28; March 6, 13, 20, 27; April 3, 10, 17; May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29.  

       Dates subject to change. 
 
For information, please contact the Temple Office, or Jaime Siegel at 631-653-

3985.  

Candle Light-
ing Times 

12/1 4:04 PM 

12/8 4:05 PM 

12/15 4:05 PM 

12/22 4:08 PM 

12/29 4:12 PM 

1/5 4:18 PM 
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An Easy Way to Help TI—Go Food Shopping! 
 
 
 

Please contact Lorraine 
Richter (631-553-7635) 
or the Temple office to 
arrange a purchase. The 
total profit from card 
sales is donated to the 
general fund each year. 
Please support this silent 
fundraiser. 

Gift cards are now availa-
ble for most major super-
markets: 

  

• ShopRite 

• Stop & Shop  

• King Kullen 

Leaves on the Tree of Life 
 
An engraved leaf on the lovely Tree of Life which graces 
our Social Hall is a joyous reminder of a Bat or Bar Mitz-
vah, an anniversary, a wedding, or a special birthday, and 
also a fitting tribute to the memory of a loved one. The cost 
of a leaf is $180 for members. Please contact Phyllis 
VanDyne at 631-734-7511 for information. 
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Our family-friendly dinners will be held once a month, with the in-person services be-
ginning at 5:30 PM. All other Friday night services are only on Zoom.  

  

It is a wonderful evening and a great way to begin Shabbat. 
 

Upcoming Dinner Dates 

Consider sponsoring our Shabbat dinner security staff for $180. 
Please join us for services and dinner. 

As always, reservations are required for attendance. 

Winter Shabbat Family Dinners Schedule 

December 8 
Hanukkah dinner, sponsored by the 
Smith Family. 

January 5 Sponsored by Jaime Siegel. 

February 2 
Tu B’Shevat Seder, sponsored by 
the Kaplan-Walbrecht Family. 

March 1 
Sponsored by Nan Rachel & John 
Peel. 
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Talmud Classes: Tractate Megillah 
 

Rabbi Rascoe's Talmud classes continue, via Zoom, at 6 PM on Wednesdays in December 
and January. There is always review, and no advance reading is required. The text can be 
found at:  https://www.sefaria.org/Megillah.8a?lang=bi. Attendees receive an introduc-
tion to Talmudic logic, thought, and law. 

Interfaith Bible Class 
 
The Interfaith Bible Class will meet via Zoom, on December 13 and January 10, from 9:30-
11:30 AM. Please contact the Rabbi for information and the link.  

Bible Study: Starting with Genesis  
 

Rabbi Rascoe will be holding these classes via Zoom, at 6:30 PM on Thursdays in Decem-
ber and January.  

Jewish Philosophy 
 
Join Rabbi Rascoe and explore Jewish Philosophy via Zoom. Classes will be held at  6 
PM on Tuesdays in December and January. We will be discussing Guide for the Perplexed 
by Moses Maimonides. 

Please note: Congregants will receive emailed instructions for attending Rabbi Rascoe's 
classes via Zoom. Classes may be cancelled when the class decides to take a break, and you 
may come late or leave early. Contact Rabbi Rascoe for more information.  

https://www.sefaria.org/Megillah.8a?lang=bi
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Plant a Tree in Israel 
 

You can have a tree planted in Israel for a donation of $18. Contact 
Carole Jones at the TIR office, 631-727-3191. All checks should 
be made out to Temple Israel of Riverhead, or you can use PayPal 
from our website. 

Ongoing Silent Fundraisers for Temple Israel 
 
TD Bank: Stop in at the Westhampton Beach branch to find out about all the special offers 
for TIR members. TD bank will make contributions to TIR based on activity from our mem-
bers. For details on their Affinity Membership Program, stop in at any branch if you are al-
ready a TD Bank customer. 
 
Peninsula Wines and Liquors offers wine at discounted prices, delivered directly to the 
temple. A percentage of the cost is donated back to us each time you buy. Anyone need-
ing wine or liquor can contact Jaime Siegel, or call Peninsula Wines directly at 516-374-
0900. Ask for Jim Cari, and be sure to mention Temple Israel. 
 
Donate an old car to Temple Israel for a tax deduction. It’s easy—just call (866) 392-
4483, or click on the link on our website. Be sure to designate Temple Israel of Riverhead as 
the recipient. 
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Our Judaica Shop 
 

If you need Shabbat or holiday items for yourself, or for a gift, you will find them right in the 
Temple. Our Judaica Shop boasts a large inventory of beautiful items, many of them dis-
played in the Social Hall's glass cases. Kiddush cups, glass platters, Shabbat-to-go, kipot, Se-
der and matzoh plates, menorahs, children's books and toys, cookbooks, and candlesticks are 
all there. Contact Carole Jones at the TIR office, 631-727-3191, with any requests.  
 

Where to purchase kosher food locally 

Justin's Chop Shop, in Westhampton Beach, (631) 288-5532, now car-
ries some kosher meat, poultry, and other items, along with the non-
kosher items always in stock. 

The Mill Road Cheese Shop, Westhampton Beach, (631) 998-0483,  now carries some 
kosher items. 

Beach Bakery, in Westhampton Beach, is under kosher supervision.  

BJ’s and Costco also have pareve cookies in their bakeries.  
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TODAH RABAH! 

Donations to Temple Israel of Riverhead 
 
In memory of Eva Sanders—Mr. & Mrs. James Smith. 

In memory of Eva Sanders—Jaime Siegel. 

In memory of Eva Sanders—Daniel Klinger & Llene Lehrer. 

In memory of Eva Sanders—Mr. & Mrs. Brian Clark. 

Healing prayers for Zoey & Hedy—Mr. & Mrs. John Peel. 

For Israel relief effort—Rev. P. Hardt, Riverhead United Methodist Church. 

Mazel tov to Rachel & Josh Siegel aufruf/wedding—Jaime Siegel. 

Happy Birthday Jennifer Hines—Jaime Siegel. 

Yahrzeit/Oneg in memory of Leonard Kagan—brother of Bruce Kagan. 

Yahrzeit/Oneg in memory of Susan Zatz-Rozzano & Adam Rozzano —cousins of Bruce 

 Kagan. 

Yahrzeit/dinner for Pauline Siegel—mother of Jaime Siegel . 

Yahrzeit for Tsipora Bright—mother of Richard Levinton. 

Yahrzeit for Michelle Goldsmith—daughter of Harvey & Leni Goldsmith. 

Yahrzeit for Frances Siegel—aunt of Jaime Siegel. 

Yahrzeit for Lena Mask—grandmother of Jaime Siegel. 

Yahrzeit for Arthur Sandberg—father of George Sandberg. 

Yahrzeit for Alfred Hefter—father of Robert Hefter. 

Yahrzeit for Sam Prizer—grandfather of Linda Prizer. 

Yahrzeit for David Glickstein—Ruth Prizer. 

Yahrzeit for Frances Press---mother of Louise Press. 

Yahrzeit for Florence Collins—mother of Howard Collins. 

Trees for Israel,  in memory of Margot Cohen—the Musella Family. 

Trees for Israel,  in memory of Timothy Sennett—the Musella Family . 

 

Kol Nidre 5784 

 Mr. & Mrs. Scott Nathanson Mr. & Mrs. Victor Seitles 

Linda Prizer & Michael Tockman Mr. & Mrs. George Hines 

Ruth Prizer Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Israel 

Mr. & Mrs. Boaz Morag Dr. & Mrs. Martin Van Dyne 
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 YAHRZEITS 
We remember these lives on the approaching anniversary of their passing. 

May their memories be a blessing. 
  December       Kislev/Tevet 5784 

12/1 Brown, Francis Kislev 18  

12/1 Cross, Elizabeth Kislev 18  

12/2 Arbeeny, Henry Kislev 19  

12/2 Benstock, Robert Kislev 19  

12/2 Cohen, Leonard Kislev 19  

12/2 Trepel, Tylda Kislev 19  

12/3 Oppenheimer, Sadie Kislev 20  

12/4 Vinacour, Paul Kislev 21  

12/5 Coladner, Rosalind Kislev 22  

12/5 Mendell, Manuel Kislev 22  

12/6 Froehlich, Zackery Kislev 23  

12/6 Wimpfheimer, Herbert Kislev 23  

12/7 Honig, Sylvia Kislev 24  

12/8 Galitzer, Rose Kislev 25  

12/8 Kastner, Danny Kislev 25  

12/8 Ritigstein, Rose Kislev 25  

12/10 Crowitz, Louis Kislev 27  

12/11 Talsky, Joyce Kislev 28  

12/13 Shapiro, Mildred Louis Tevet 1  

12/16 Lowy, Frederick Tevet 4  

12/16 Raffe, Flora Tevet 4  

12/16 Scheinberg, Henry Tevet 4  

12/16 Senft, Mollie Tevet 4  

12/16 Siegel, Pauline Tevet 4  

12/17 Deutsch, Shirley Tevet 5  

12/17 Frankel, Lena Tevet 5  

12/17 Schulman, William Tevet 5  

12/18 Benstock, Roslyn Tevet 6  

12/18 Levy, Sylvia Tevet 6  

12/18 Richter, Maurice Tevet 6  

12/18 Zuck, Joseph Tevet 6  

12/19 Mathews, Maxwell J. Tevet 7  

12/19 Schackman, Nathaniel Tevet 7  

12/19 Seidner, Sidney Tevet 7  

12/20 Lotzky, Isaac Tevet 8  

12/20 Rozzano, Adam Tevet 8  

12/22 Gradus, Lorraine Tevet 10  

12/22 Harding, Louis Tevet 10  

12/23 Carchman, Max Tevet 11  

12/23 Jaeger, Ida Tevet 11  

12/23 Michaelson, Joseph Tevet 11  

12/23 Weiner, Joseph Tevet 11  

12/24 Hagler, Sylvia Tevet 12  

12/24 Saffer, Anna Tevet 12  

12/25 Goldstein, Rona Tevet 13  

12/25 Kleidman, Laurence Tevet 13  

12/25 Muehlenthal, Phil Tevet 13  

12/26 Hefter, Steven Tevet 14  

12/27 Reich, Hyman Tevet 15  

12/27 Richter, Marc Tevet 15  

12/28 Knopfler, Joseph Tevet 16  

12/28 Schmilowitz, Eva Tevet 16  

12/28 Wasserman, Rose Tevet 16  

12/28 Zaglin, Meryl Tevet 16  

12/29 Mathews, Jacob B. Tevet 17  

12/30 Frank, Yudel Velvel (Joel) Tevet 18  

12/30 Lambert, Flo Tevet 18  

12/31 Besserman, Bernard Tevet 19  

12/31 Goldstein, Sarah Tevet 19  

12/31 Mottus, Anna Tevet 19  

12/31 Salpeter, Abraham Tevet 19  

12/31 Schwartz, Alice Tevet 19  

1/1 Kaiden, Ida Tevet 20  

1/2 Finkelstein, Barnet Tevet 21  

1/2 Schulman, Jean Tevet 21  

1/3 Carlson, Nettie Tevet 22  

1/3 Finkelstein, Samuel Tevet 22  

1/4 Schiff, Philip Tevet 23  

1/5 Cohen, Henry S. Tevet 24  

1/6 Donner, Noah J. Tevet 25  

1/6 Goldberg, Simon Tevet 25  

1/6 Silver, Morris Tevet 25  
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Birthdays 
Newborn 
Brit Milah 

Baby naming 
Bat Mitzvah 
Bar Mitzvah 
Graduation 

Engagement 
Wedding 

Anniversary 
New home 
New job 

Retirement  
Thank you 

Your donation to TIR is a perfect gift for your loved one, 
and a Mitzvah for your congregation!  

Contact Ladan Shalom-Murray for details.  

Simcha Desk 

Offering personalized greeting  

cards, with a donation, for  

all happy occasions. 

Only $18, or multiples of !חי 

Your choice of digital or hard copy. 

Simcha Desk is here! 

 
 
 Did you know? 

For a donation of only $180.00 
you could sponsor the rabbi’s sermon 

on any Shabbat! 
 

You choose the subject or the teaching, with 
Rabbi Rascoe’s approval. 

 

 
 

For a donation of $360, if you’d like,  
we offer a Shabbat service without a sermon.  
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Temple Israel of Riverhead 17 December 2023 

 

For Information: 
 

Advertising and  
Public Relations 

Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

Book Club Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

Bulletin Allen Silver 
asilver9@gmail.com 

631-744-7551 

Capital Campaign Richard Israel 727-5500 x11 

Cemetery Lisa Israel 727-5500 x10 

Custodian Contact Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Education Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Fundraising Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

High Holidays   

House Manager Rob Brown 631-298-2608 

Judaica Shop Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Membership Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Oneg Shabbat Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

President Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Programs and Events    

Ritual Committee Lisa Israel 727-5500 x10 

Social Hall Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Special Gifts Howard Collins 631-779-3042 

Temple Office Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Trees in Israel Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Tree of Life Phyllis Van Dyne 631-734-7511 

Supermarket 
Certificates 

Carole Jones (Office) 
Lorraine Richter 

631-727-3191 
631-653-9028 

Officers:  

President Jaime Siegel 

1st Vice President Barbara Smith 

Treasurer Richard Israel 

Secretary 
  

Linda Prizer 

  
 

Trustees:  

Harley Abrams  

Robert Brown   

Rebecca Hagler  

Lisa Israel  

Lorraine Richter  

  

 

Bulletin Committee:  

Allen Silver Lee Ann Silver 

Jaime Siegel  

  

  



Temple Israel of Riverhead 18 December 2023 

 

Temple Israel of Riverhead 
490 Northville Turnpike 
P.O. Box 1531 
Riverhead, NY 11901 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
TIME-SENSITIVE MAIL 
PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.SPOSTAGE 
PAID 
Riverhead, NY 11901 
Permit No26 

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF RIVERHEAD is affiliated with the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 
 
 

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

December 7 First Night of Hanukkah 

December 8 Hanukkah Dinner & Services 

December 10  Hanukkah Menorah Lighting 

January 5, 2024 Speaker Program, Dinner & Services 

Many adult classes are being offered with Rabbi Rascoe. See inside 
for details, page 9. 

http://www.uscj.org/index1.html

