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RABBI’S REFLECTIONS:  

Purim Precedes Pesah  

Purim, historically, does not 
precede Pesah*. Yet spiritu-
ally, it does. By looking at 
several points of overlap be-
tween Purim and Pesah, 
when Purim actually falls, 
and a halakhah of Purim, we 
will see a connection. (I’ve  
written about other connec-
tions in previous columns.) 
 
The story overlaps with Pe-

sah observance. In Esther 3:7, Haman talks about his 
plan with the king on the 1st day of the Hebrew 
month of Nisan, the month in which Pesah is ob-
served, and in 3:12 the plan is published on the 13th 
day of Nisan. Accordingly, when Esther calls for her 
three-day fast, on Nisan 13, 14, and 15, it overlaps 
with Pesah. Tradition claims that Mordecai annulled 
Pesah due to Esther’s request (Meg 15a, see especial-
ly Esther Rabbah 8:6 where Esther responds to Mor-
decai on fasting on Pesah: if there is no Israel, why 
should there be a Pesah!?)  The commemorative fast 
is moved to the day before Purim, since subsequent 
generations cannot fast on Pesah. 
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(Rabbi—continued from page 1) 

Esther’s two feasts would have occurred 
during Pesah. After the feast, Haman is 
hung on the gallows he prepared for Mor-
decai, so it too would have been during 
Pesah. (The fighting and the hanging of 
the Haman’s sons take place in Adar, elev-
en months later, when the Jews fight back 
as their response to the decree allowing 
Haman’s sons to attack them.) 
 
When a new month is added to the Jewish 
calendar, it is added to the end of the year; 
hence Adar is doubled^. This creates a 
problem: in which month, the first or the 
second, to celebrate Purim?  The Talmud 
rules the second (Mishnah and Gemara in 
Talmud Megillah 6b). 
 
The last point is that on Purim, we do not 
recite Hallel, the Psalms of Praise (Psalms 
113-118). The Talmud (Megillah 14a) 
gives three reasons. Reading the Megillah 
is its equivalent. Hallel only commemo-
rates miracles which take place in the land 
of Israel+. Finally, the Purim miracle does 
not fundamentally change the Jewish con-
dition. Hanukkah led to freedom, but Jews 
under Ahashverosh relied on him before 
and after the miracle; in other words, 
nothing changed other than surviving, and 
they still relied on the ruler’s protection. 
But with Pesah, the Israelites were re-
deemed and were able to rule themselves 
and enter the Land of Israel. Purim is 
about the precarious condition of Jews in 
the diaspora, ultimately needing to rely on 
others; while within the Land of Israel, 
Jews assume responsibility for their own 
survival. 
 
This means that Purim precedes Pesah be-
cause it is an incomplete redemption. Jews 
still live in exile and rely on others. Purim 

teaches us about chances. We have anoth-
er chance to keep going; it’s status quo. 
Pesah is where we take destiny into our 
own hands and the world becomes a bet-
ter place. Purim reminds us of the precari-
ousness of life, that we must remember to 
move forward. Pesah tells of a better life 
in the future where everything is better. If 
we remember to work toward a better fu-
ture, then God will see this and the messi-
ah will come speedily and in our day. 
 
Have a joyous Purim, and a happy and 
kosher Pesah. 
 
* It occurs much later in the timeline of 
history, perhaps 5th century BCE if one 
tries to date it historically, or much later if 
one looks for sources. (Mordecai’s Day 
appears in 2 Maccabees 15:36, probably 
completed before 142 BCE.) 
 
^ The new calendar year begins in Nisan 
according to Exodus 12:1-2 (see Mishnah 
Rosh Hashanah 1:1), even though the 
world was created in Tishri–I wrote about 
this in a previous column. 
 
+ The Gemara has some objections to 
both of these, and the answers are not 
very convincing, including the fact that 
Pesah did not take place in the Land of 
Israel. The resolution is that before Josh-
ua, Psalms of Praise could be said any-
where. Once Jews enter the Land of Israel 
under Joshua, they cannot. Since the Exo-
dus was before, it is OK to recite Hallel 
on it, while Purim takes place afterwards, 
so it no longer is OK. Of course the Ge-
mara does not deal with the Patriarchs 
having lived in the Land of Israel, and it’s 
not like this is a halakhah in the Bible. 
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When you buy a car at Apple Honda, mention Temple Israel 
and we will make a $100.00 donation in your name 

1375 Old Country Road 
Riverhead, N.Y11901 

Phone (631) 727-0555 
Fax (631) 727-8453 

Interfaith Bible Class 
 
The Interfaith Bible Class will meet on Wednesdays, March 9 and April 13,  from 9:30-
11:30 AM. Please contact the Rabbi for information and the Zoom link.  

Purim ! 
Wednesday, March 16th, 6:30 PM 

Wear your Costume! 
We’ve got the whole Megillah! 

 

Reservations  are required for anyone wishing to attend Purim Services in per-
son at Temple Israel of Riverhead. You must have a copy of your vaccination 
card on file in the Temple office, and an advance confirmed reservation, due by 
noon on Tuesday, March 15. We reserve the right to deny entrance to anyone 
who does not comply.  

 

You will need to follow all our rules for attending services, located at:   
http:/www.templeisraelriverhead.org/r rules covid.htm 

 

Please contact the Temple office at 631-727-3191 for the Purim Zoom link, or if 
you have any questions or concerns. 
 

http://www.templeisraelriverhead.org/r%20rules%20covid.htm
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Talmud Classes: Tractate Megillah 
 

Rabbi Rascoe’s Talmud classes continue at 6 PM on Wednesdays in March and April, ex-
cept March 16 and April 20, via Zoom, There is always review. No advance reading is re-
quired, and the materials studied may be found in the Shabbat Prayerbook. Attendees re-
ceive an introduction to Talmudic logic, thought, and law.  

Book Discussion: Between God and Man 
 

Rabbi Rascoe will continue discussing Between God and Man: An Interpretation of Ju-
daism  by Abraham Heschel, with a new introduction by David Hartman (1997). The group  
meets at 6 PM on Tuesdays in March and April, except April 19, via Zoom. 

Please note: Congregants will receive emailed instructions for attending Rabbi Ras-
coe's classes via Zoom. Classes may be cancelled when the class decides to take a break, 
and you may come late or leave early.  

Bible Study: Starting with Genesis  
 

Rabbi Rascoe will be holding this class at 6:30 PM on Thursdays in  March and April, ex-
cept March 17 and  April 21, via Zoom.  

Jewish Mysticism 
 

Join Rabbi Rascoe to explore the topic of Jewish mysticism, especially the Kabbalah and 
its variations. Classes are held from 6:00-7:00 PM on Mondays in  March and April, except  
April 18, via Zoom.  
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Hebrew  School 
 

Remaining class dates for the current school year: 

March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30; April 6, 13, 27; May 4, 11, 18, 25. 

Dates subject to change. 

 
For information, please contact the Temple Office at 631-727-3191. 

A Little Passover Humor 

A British Jew is waiting in line to be knighted by the Queen. He is to kneel in front of her 
and recite a sentence in Latin when she taps him on the shoulders with her sword. However, 
when his turn comes, he panics in the excitement of the moment and forgets the Latin. Then, 
thinking fast, he recites the only other sentence he knows in a foreign language, which he 
remembers from the Passover Seder: 
“Ma nishtana ha layla ha zeh mi kol ha laylot." 

Puzzled, Her Majesty turns to her advisor and whispers, "Why is this knight different from 
all other knights?" 

—————————————–—————————————– 
What kind of shoes did the Egyptians wear during the plague of frogs? Open-toad!  

————————————————–————-—————— 
What was the name of the secret spy for the Jews in Egypt? Bondage, James Bondage. 

——————————————————–————-———— 
What did the teddy bear say when he was offered the afikomen? No thanks, I’m stuffed.  
 
From: https://www.aish.com/j/fs/Worlds-Greatest-Passover-Jokes.html 

https://www.aish.com/j/fs/Worlds-Greatest-Passover-Jokes.html
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Rules for Attending Saturday Services In-person 

 
Reservations are still required, as are proof of vaccination and masking. For the complete 
list, visit our website at:  
http:/www.templeisraelriverhead.org/r rules covid.htm 

 
 
 

 

All About Me  
by Mel Brooks 

April 11, at 7:00 PM, online via Zoom. 
 

Upper West Side Story  
by Susan Pashman  

Details to be announced 
 
 

Contact  Harley Abrams at hpa.aia.architect@gmail.com or Barbara Smith 
for information.  

Candle Lighting Times 

3/4 5:27 PM 3/25 6:50 PM 

3/11 5:34 PM 4/1 6:57 PM 

3/18 6:42 PM    

http://www.templeisraelriverhead.org/r%20rules%20covid.htm
mailto:hpa.aia.architect@gmail.com
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Plant a Tree in Israel 
 

You can have a tree planted in Israel for a donation of $18. Contact 
Carole Jones at the TIR office, 631-727-3191. All checks should 
be made out to Temple Israel of Riverhead, or you can use PayPal 
from our website. 

Ongoing Silent Fundraisers for Temple Israel 
 
TD Bank: Stop in at the Westhampton Beach branch to find out about all the special offers 
for TIR members. TD bank will make contributions to TIR based on activity from our mem-
bers. For details on their Affinity Membership Program, stop in at any branch if you are al-
ready a TD Bank customer. 
 
Peninsula Wines and Liquors offers wine at discounted prices, delivered directly to the 
temple. A percentage of the cost is donated back to us each time you buy. Anyone need-
ing wine or liquor can contact Jaime Siegel, or call Peninsula Wines directly at 516-374-
0900. Ask for Jim Cari, and be sure to mention Temple Israel. 
 
Donate an old car to Temple Israel for a tax deduction. It’s easy—just call (866) 392-
4483, or click on the link on our website. Be sure to designate Temple Israel of Riverhead as 
the recipient. 
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Our Judaica Shop 
 

If you need Shabbat or holiday items for yourself, or for a gift, you will find them right in the 
Temple. Our Judaica Shop boasts a large inventory of beautiful items, many of them dis-
played in the Social Hall's glass cases. Kiddush cups, glass platters, Shabbat-to-go, kipot, Se-
der and matzoh plates, menorahs, children's books and toys, cookbooks, and candlesticks are 
all there. 
 
Phyllis Van Dyne operates the Temple's Shop, acquiring new items several times a year. She 
will also fill special orders; if you see something you'd like, she can get it for you. Or, if you 
need ideas for a gift, she will be happy to suggest something in your price range, perfect for 
your occasion and recipient. For more information and personal service, just call Phyllis at 
631-734-7511. 

Kosher Food For Our Events 

Bagel Patch, in Patchogue, frequently provides the food for our 
special events. BJ’s and Costco also have pareve cookies in their 
bakeries. Beach Bakery, in Westhampton Beach, is under kosher 
supervision. 
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 TODAH RABAH! 

Donations to Temple Israel of Riverhead 
 
Donation—Mr. & Mrs. Robert Weintraub. 
Donation—Mr. & Mrs. Richard Israel. 
Donation—Sharon Siegel. 
Donation— Mr. & Mrs. Isaac Israel. 
Donation— Mr. & Mrs. John Peel. 
In memory of John Bruckner—Jaime Siegel, Mr. & Mrs. James Csorny. 
In memory of Sondra & Edward Korus—Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Korus. 
In appreciation of Rabbi Rascoe—Mr. & Mrs. Jay Friedrich. 
Thanks for birthday wishes—Ms. Ruth Prizer. 
For classes, Monday, Wednesday, & Thursday—Ladan Shalom-Murray. 
Prayers of healing to the Gandolfo family—from the Shalom-Murray family. 
For Rabbi’s sermon of January 29, 2022— Linda Prizer, Ruth Prizer, and Mr. & Mrs. Harvey  
 Marchbein. 
Yahrzeit for Herbert Goldstein—Esther & Robert Printz. 
Yahrzeit for Sherwood Goldstein—brother of Robert Printz. 
Yahrzeit for Hershel Rolnick—Jaime Siegel. 
Yahrzeit for Lena Mask—grandmother of Gary Siegel. 
Yahrzeit for Herschel Rolnick—Sharon Siegel. 
Yahrzeit for Danyel Joffe—daughter of Syma Gerard. 
Yahrzeit for Woody Goldstein—uncle of Karen Wolfson. 
Yahrzeit for Max & Yetta Hagler—parents of Stanley Hagler. 
Yahrzeit for Mercedes Diamond—grandmother of Isaac Israel. 
Yahrzeit for Leo Ganz—father of Michael Ganz. 
Yahrzeit for Paul Lowy—Joy Salberg. 
Yahrzeit for Carole Roth—sister of George Sandberg. 
Yahrzeit for Bernard Besserman—father of Melanie Tilton. 
Yahrzeit for Irwin Garsten—husband of Flora Garsten. 
Yahrzeit for Lynne Gordon—wife of Howard Gordon. 
Yahrzeit for Pauline Israel—grandmother of Isaac Israel. 
Yahrzeit for Shirley Elphand—mother of Phyllis Van Dyne. 
Yahrzeit for Benjamin Press—father of Louise Press. 
Yahrzeit for Florence Schiff—aunt of Esther Printz. 
Yahrzeit for Lenore Kutlow Tobin—mother of Jocelyn Tobin. 
Yahrzeit for Pauline & Isaac Israel—parents of Richard Israel. 
Yahrzeit for Barnett Raffe—grandfather of Charles Raffe. 
Yahrzeit for Esther Raffe—grandmother of Charles Raffe. 
Yahrzeit for Solomon Raffe—father of Charles Raffe. 
Trees for Israel, in memory of Arthur Siegel—Jaime,  Gary, Claudia, Al, Zach, and Jeremy. 
Trees for Israel, in memory of Ferdinand Weidberg— Dr. Zachary Musella. 

 

Donations to Kol Nidre 5782 Fund  
 

Marcel & Amy Israel  
Isaac & Stephanie Israel 
Chris & Eve Kaplan-Walbrecht 
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Leaves on the Tree of Life 
 
An engraved leaf on the lovely Tree of Life which graces 
our Social Hall is a joyous reminder of a Bat or Bar Mitz-
vah, an anniversary, a wedding, or a special birthday, and 
also a fitting tribute to the memory of a loved one. The cost 
of a leaf is $180 for members. Please contact Phyllis 
VanDyne at 631-734-7511 for information. 

An Easy Way to Help TI—Go Food Shopping! 
 
 
 

Please contact Lorraine 
Richter (631-553-7635) 
or the Temple office to 
arrange a purchase. The 
total profit from card 
sales is donated to the 
general fund each year. 
Please support this silent 
fundraiser. 

Gift Cards are now avail-
able for most major su-
permarkets... 

  

• ShopRite 

• Stop & Shop  

• King Kullen 

In Memory of 

Segal 

From Siegel 
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 YAHRZEITS 
We remember these lives on the approaching anniversary of their passing. 

May their memories be a blessing. 
 March   Adar I/Adar II  5782 

3/2 Coladner, Jack Adar-I 29 

3/2 Gradus, Hannah Adar-I 29 

3/4 Laufe, Sonia Adar-II 1 

3/4 Starkman, Jeanette Adar-II 1 

3/6 Gorenfeld, Roberta Lois Adar-II 3 

3/6 Weixelbaum, Milton Adar-II 3 

3/8 Israel, Isaac Adar-II 5 

3/10 Oppenheimer, Harry Adar-II 7 

3/11 Weiss, Dora Adar-II 8 

3/14 Lockman, Margaret Adar-II 11 

3/17 Smith, Lillian Adar-II 14 

3/18 Sturm, Neddie Adar-II 15 

3/20 Davis, Harry R. Adar-II 17 

3/21 Abrams, Harry Adar-II 18 

3/23 Lipetz, Fannie Adar-II 20 

3/24 Dresher, Barbara Sue Adar-II 21 

3/24 Prizer, Ray Adar-II 21 

3/28 Jaeger, Fred Adar-II 25 

4/1 Klein, Sari Adar-II 29 

4/1 Novidoff, Raymond Adar-II 29 

4/2 Bartick, Albert Nissan 1 

4/3 Goldsmith, Pearl Nissan 2 

4/3 Grossman, Brucha Nissan 2 

4/4 Schmalz, Ruth R. Nissan 3 

4/6 Schackman, Janet Nissan 5 

4/7 Fishtahl, Max Nissan 6 

4/7 Harding, Morris Nissan 6 

4/8 Cohen, Herman Nissan 7 

4/8 Froehlich, Irving Nissan 7 

4/9 Levinton, David Jeffrey Nissan 8 

4/9 Lowenthal, Martin Nissan 8 

4/9 Schulman, David Nissan 8 

4/9 Spitzer, Morris Nissan 8 

4/9 Weixelbaum, Hilda Nissan 8 
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For Information: 
 

Advertising and  
Public Relations 

Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

Book Club Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

Bulletin Allen Silver 
asilver9@gmail.com 

631-744-7551 

Capital Campaign Richard Israel 727-5500 x11 

Cemetery Lisa Israel 727-5500 x10 

Custodian Contact Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Education Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Fundraising Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

High Holidays   

House Manager Rob Brown 631-298-2608 

Judaica Shop Phyllis Van Dyne 631-734-7511 

Membership Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Oneg Shabbat Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

President Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Programs and Events    

Ritual Committee Lisa Israel 727-5500 x10 

Social Hall Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Special Gifts Howard Collins 631-779-3042 

Temple Office Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Trees in Israel Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Tree of Life Phyllis Van Dyne 631-734-7511 

Supermarket 
Certificates 

Carole Jones (Office) 
Lorraine Richter 

631-727-3191 
631-653-9028 

Officers:  

President Jaime Siegel 

1st Vice President Barbara Smith 

Treasurer Richard Israel 

Secretary 
  

Linda Prizer  

  
 

Trustees:  

Harley Abrams  

Robert Brown   

Rebecca Hagler  

Lisa Israel  

Lorraine Richter  

  

 

Bulletin Committee:  

Allen Silver Lee Ann Silver 

  

  

  



Temple Israel of Riverhead 16 March 2022 

 

Temple Israel of Riverhead 
490 Northville Turnpike 
P.O. Box 1531 
Riverhead, NY 11901 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
TIME-SENSITIVE MAIL 
PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.SPOSTAGE 
PAID 
Riverhead, NY 11901 
Permit No26 

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF RIVERHEAD is affiliated with the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 
 
 

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

April 11 Book Club meets 

March 16 Purim—Megillah reading  

April 15 First Night of Passover 

Mondays in March and April, except April  18.  Adult Ed—Jewish Mysticism 

Tuesdays in March and April, except  April 19 Adult Ed—Between God and Man 

Wednesdays in March and April, except March 
16 & April 20 

Adult Ed—Talmud Classes Tractate 
Megillah 

Thursdays in March and April,  except March 
17 & April 21.  

Adult Ed—Bible Study Class 

http://www.uscj.org/index1.html

