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RABBI’S REFLECTIONS  

What Do You Really Know?  

A story told of Professor 
Robert Goheen when he was 
President of Princeton Uni-
versity:  A student failed his 
entrance exams. Before 
heading home, he went to 
see President Goheen, and 
thanked him because he had 
learned a great deal at 
Princeton. An amazed Presi-

dent Goheen replied, “You were never enrolled. 
What could you possibly have learned here?”  The 
young man said, “How little I know!”  Goheen ad-
mitted him, claiming, “You are already two years 
ahead of the freshman class.” 
 
When it comes to Universe University, we know next 
to nothing; a little bit about the atom, subatomic 
physics, the brain, etc. Even then, it’s only in certain 
small areas. As Niels Bohr said, “An expert is a per-
son who has found out by his own painful experience 
all the mistakes that one can make in a very narrow 
field." 
 
About God, we know nothing; yet, we drag God 
down to our level. God is some extra-large old man 

Rabbi Michael Rascoe 
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(Rabbi—continued from page 1) 

with a long white beard sitting on a throne 
on a cloud surrounded by winged white 
angels and cute baby-faced cherubim 
(people in Biblical times would think 
we’re crazy about this last bit). We look 
heavenward only when we want some-
thing. God is for us, in our lifetimes. Who 
cares about afterwards; after all, we can’t 
comprehend, let alone think about, eterni-
ty, when we aren’t even a blip on the 
screen. We make God our servant, expect-
ing God to do what we want: help our 
team (not the other one, though they pray 
for the opposite to happen). When one 
drop of water contains a teeming world, 
and the subatomic is its own world, with 
its own rules, why do we think that we, 
both us and all of humanity, are the great-
est existence, the be-all and end-all? 

When one handful of earth has a million 
possibilities, so do, and so are, we. We 
used to see the wonder in the world; to be 
in awe that God created us in the divine 
image, akin to both animals and angels. 
We marveled at the miracle of one human 
life. Now, often at most, we only see it as 
a baby is born. No matter how much we 
explain it, life is a mystery beyond com-
prehension. It is even more true of God. 
Since our brain has gaps in, and limits to, 
our knowledge of the universe and life, 
this and more is true of God. In the end, 
the Bible tells us two things:  The begin-
ning of wisdom is reverence toward God 
(Psalm 111:10), and You shall be holy, for 
I, the Eternal, your God, am holy 
(Leviticus 19:2). Our behavior and values 
are how we learn and then act to try to 
imitate God. 
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Save The Dates! 

Monday, April 22, 2024 
 
We will be hosting our  
Annual Community Passover Seder 

Friday, May 24, 2024 
 
Join us for a Memorial Day  
Weekend BBQ and Raffle Fundraiser 
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Purim 
 

 

Sunday morning, March 24th, time TBA 

Wear your costume! 
 

Bring your parents,  
grandparents, cousins and 

friends. 
 

We’ve got pizza  
and “The Whole Megillah”! 

 
 

RSVP 
This is a free event, but please let us know if you’re coming. 

  
In person and on Zoom.  Contact the temple office for the link.  

 
Questions?  

Call the Temple office:  727-3191  
Or email:  TempleIsraelRH@optonline.net 
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Our family-friendly dinners are be held once a month, with the in-person services be-
ginning at 5:30 PM. All other Friday night services are only on Zoom.  

  

It is a wonderful evening and a great way to begin Shabbat. 
 

Upcoming Dinner Dates 

Please join us for services and dinner. Reservations are required. 
 

Please consider sponsoring our security staff for $180.  
They are present at all in-person events.  

Winter Shabbat Family Dinners Schedule 

January 5 Sponsored by Jaime Siegel. 

February 2 
Tu B’Shevat Seder, sponsored by 
the Kaplan-Walbrecht Family. 

March 1 
Sponsored by Nan Rachel & John 
Peel. 
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Kol Nidre Appeal 5784 

 
We continue to need  our membership and friends to preserve the 
health and well-being of our beloved temple. It is a tradition in con-
gregations to establish a Kol Nidre Appeal Fund; at Temple Israel this 
fund is vital to help supplement the dues and thus cover our operating 
expenses. Therefore, we ask each one of you, if you have not already 
donated, to be as generous as possible, in order that our temple may 
continue to meet the growing needs of the Jewish community. 
 

Please forward your check, payable to Temple Israel Kol Nidre Fund, to: Temple Israel of 
Riverhead, P.O. Box 1531, Riverhead, NY 11901. You may also pay from our website, 
using PayPal. Thank you. 

When you buy a car at Apple Honda, mention Temple Israel 
and we will make a $100.00 donation in your name 

1375 Old Country Road 
Riverhead, N.Y11901 

Phone (631) 727-0555 
Fax (631) 727-8453 

In Memory of 

Segal 

From Siegel 

Hebrew School 
Remaining class dates for the 2023-24 school year: 
January 3, 10, 17, 24, 31; February 7, 14, 28; March 6, 13, 20, 
27; April 3, 10, 17; May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29.         

Dates subject to change. 
 
For information, please contact the Temple Office, or Jaime Siegel at 631-653-

3985.  
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1/5 4:18 PM 

1/12 4:25 PM 

1/19 4:33 PM 

1/26 4:41 PM 

2/2 4:50 PM 

2/9 4:59 PM 

2/16 5:07 PM 

2/23 5:16 PM 

3/1 5:24 PM 

Candle Lighting Times 
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Friday Night Oneg Shabbats 
 
To our Temple Israel family,  
 
Up until the arrival of the pandemic in 2020, the tradition of hosting an Oneg Shabbat had 
been a part of our Friday night service for many years. Now that the pandemic has ended 
and we are returning to a regular operating schedule, we ask for your participation in this 
community activity, which will start on March 15, 2024. We request each member unit to 
contribute to this weekly community event. If there is a special date that you would like to 
commemorate with your participation, please let us know. You can honor a birthday, anni-
versary, yahrzeit, etc. The hospitality committee will do the shopping and we will 
acknowledge all participants.  
 
 
I / we would be happy to contribute $72.00 to cover the cost of an Oneg Shabbat, which 
would be provided by the Hospitality Committee, and herewith enclose a check for same. 
(Check payable to “Temple Israel of Riverhead– Oneg”). Please indicate the date you would 
like to sponsor.  
 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
Name 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
Address 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
City, State, ZIP 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
Phone # / Email Address 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
Date / Honoring 
 
 
If you have any questions please contact Barbara Smith at 631-664-6584 or email:  
zagsmith.bs@gmail.com 
 
Please send to:        Temple Israel of Riverhead 
   Attn:  Oneg Shabbat Committee 
   PO Box  1531 
   Riverhead, NY 11901 
 
Thank you for your participation! 
 
The Oneg Shabbat Committee 

mailto:zagsmith.bs@gmail.com
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Talmud Classes: Tractate Megillah 
 

Rabbi Rascoe's Talmud classes continue, via Zoom, at 6 PM on Wednesdays in January, 
February, and March, except January 3. There is always review, and no advance reading is 
required. The text can be found at:  https://www.sefaria.org/Megillah.8a?lang=bi. At-
tendees receive an introduction to Talmudic logic, thought, and law. 

Interfaith Bible Class 
 
The Interfaith Bible Class will meet via Zoom, on January 10, February 14, and March 13,  
from 9:30-11:30 AM. Please contact the Rabbi for information and the link.  

Bible Study: Starting with Genesis  
 

Rabbi Rascoe will be holding these classes via Zoom, at 6:30 PM on Thursdays in Janu-
ary, February, and March, except January 4.  

Jewish Philosophy 
 
Join Rabbi Rascoe and explore Jewish Philosophy via Zoom. Classes will be held at  6 
PM on Tuesdays in January, February, and March, except January 2. We will be discussing 
Guide for the Perplexed by Moses Maimonides. 

Please note: Congregants will receive emailed instructions for attending Rabbi Rascoe's 
classes via Zoom. Classes may be cancelled when the class decides to take a break, and you 
may come late or leave early. Contact Rabbi Rascoe for more information.  

https://www.sefaria.org/Megillah.8a?lang=bi
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An Easy Way to Help TI—Go Food Shopping! 
 
 
 

Please contact Lorraine 
Richter (631-553-7635) 
or the Temple office to 
arrange a purchase. The 
total profit from card 
sales is donated to the 
general fund each year. 
Please support this silent 
fundraiser. 

Gift cards are now availa-
ble for most major super-
markets: 

  

• ShopRite 

• Stop & Shop  

• King Kullen 

Leaves on the Tree of Life 
 
An engraved leaf on the lovely Tree of Life which graces 
our Social Hall is a joyous reminder of a Bat or Bar Mitz-
vah, an anniversary, a wedding, or a special birthday, and 
also a fitting tribute to the memory of a loved one. The cost 
of a leaf is $180 for members. Please contact Phyllis 
VanDyne at 631-734-7511 for information. 
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Plant a Tree in Israel 
 

You can have a tree planted in Israel for a donation of $18. Contact 
Carole Jones at the TIR office, 631-727-3191. All checks should 
be made out to Temple Israel of Riverhead, or you can use PayPal 
from our website. 

Ongoing Silent Fundraisers for Temple Israel 
 
TD Bank: Stop in at the Westhampton Beach branch to find out about all the special offers 
for TIR members. TD bank will make contributions to TIR based on activity from our mem-
bers. For details on their Affinity Membership Program, stop in at any branch if you are al-
ready a TD Bank customer. 
 
Peninsula Wines and Liquors offers wine at discounted prices, delivered directly to the 
temple. A percentage of the cost is donated back to us each time you buy. Anyone need-
ing wine or liquor can contact Jaime Siegel, or call Peninsula Wines directly at 516-374-
0900. Ask for Jim Cari, and be sure to mention Temple Israel. 
 
Donate an old car to Temple Israel for a tax deduction. It’s easy—just call (866) 392-
4483, or click on the link on our website. Be sure to designate Temple Israel of Riverhead as 
the recipient. 
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Our Judaica Shop 
 

If you need Shabbat or holiday items for yourself, or for a gift, you will find them right in the 
Temple. Our Judaica Shop boasts a large inventory of beautiful items, many of them dis-
played in the Social Hall's glass cases. Kiddush cups, glass platters, Shabbat-to-go, kipot, Se-
der and matzoh plates, menorahs, children's books and toys, cookbooks, and candlesticks are 
all there. Contact Carole Jones at the TIR office, 631-727-3191, with any requests.  
 

Where to purchase kosher food locally 

Justin's Chop Shop, in Westhampton Beach, (631) 288-5532, now car-
ries some kosher meat, poultry, and other items, along with the non-
kosher items always in stock. 

The Mill Road Cheese Shop, Westhampton Beach, (631) 998-0483,  now carries some 
kosher items. 

Beach Bakery, in Westhampton Beach, is under kosher supervision.  

BJ’s and Costco also have pareve cookies in their bakeries.  
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Birthdays 
Newborn 
Brit Milah 

Baby naming 
Bat Mitzvah 
Bar Mitzvah 
Graduation 

Engagement 
Wedding 

Anniversary 
New home 
New job 

Retirement  
Thank you 

Your donation to TIR is a perfect gift for your loved one, 
and a Mitzvah for your congregation!  

Contact Ladan Shalom-Murray for details.  

Simcha Desk 

Offering personalized greeting  

cards, with a donation, for  

all happy occasions. 

Only $18, or multiples of !חי 

Your choice of digital or hard copy. 

Simcha Desk is here! 

 
 
 Did you know? 

For a donation of only $180.00 
you could sponsor the rabbi’s sermon 

on any Shabbat! 
 

You choose the subject or the teaching, with 
Rabbi Rascoe’s approval. 

 

 
 

For a donation of $360, if you’d like,  
we offer a Shabbat service without a sermon.  
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TODAH RABAH! 

Donations to Temple Israel of Riverhead 
 
In memory of Hedy Campeas—Jack & Beverly Shlachter. 

In memory of Eva Sanders—Mr. & Mrs. James Csorny. 

For Josh’s Aufruf—Gary Siegel. 

In honor of Harley Abrams—Jane Schneider. 

Security Fund Appeal—Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Goldsmith, Mr. & Mrs. Edward Kaplan. 

Rabbi’s house repair: In memory of Laurence Kleidman—Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Milligan, 

 Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hefter. 

Yahrzeit for Pauline Siegel—mother of Jaime. 

Yahrzeit for Paul Vinacour—Jane Schneider. 

Yahrzeit for Bernard Besserman, father of Amy Csorny. 

Yahrzeit for Meryl Zaglin—wife of Ronald Zaglin. 

Yahrzeit for Rona Goldstein—Josh Printz. 

Yahrzeit for Lana, Andrea -- sisters of Jaime Siegel. 

Yahrzeit for Flora Raffe—mother of Charles Raffe. 

Yahrzeit for Joseph Knopfler—grandfather of Charles Raffe. 

Trees for Israel: In memory of Ian, brother of Gayle Abrams—the Siegel and Musella 

 Families. 

 
Kol Nidre 5784 

 

Mr. Robert Brown Mr. Howard Collins 

Mr. & Mrs. Isaac Israel Mr. Howard Gordon 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Ganz Dr. & Mrs. Richard Richter 

Leonard Wasserman & Abigail Moore Mr. & Mrs. Sol Israel in memory of Pauline 
& Isaac Israel 
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 YAHRZEITS 
We remember these lives on the approaching anniversary of their passing. 

May their memories be a blessing. 
  January/February      Tevet/Shevat 5784 

1/1 Kaiden, Ida Tevet 20  

1/2 Finkelstein, Barnet Tevet 21  

1/2 Schulman, Jean Tevet 21  

1/3 Carlson, Nettie Tevet 22  

1/3 Finkelstein, Samuel Tevet 22  

1/4 Schiff, Philip Tevet 23  

1/5 Cohen, Henry S. Tevet 24  

1/6 Donner, Noah J. Tevet 25  

1/6 Goldberg, Simon Tevet 25  

1/6 Silver, Morris Tevet 25  

1/7 Quasha, Dr. Marie Solow Tevet 26  

1/8 Goldstein Hyman Tevet 27  

1/8 Leavitt, Rachel Tevet 27  

1/9 Frank, Mary B. Tevet 28  

1/9 Goldstein, Sherwood Tevet 28  

1/9 Merkin, Betty Tevet 28  

1/10 Herzog, Beverly Tevet 29  

1/10 Kaplan, Barry Tevet 29  

1/11 Chizever, Rebecca Shevat 1  

1/11 Frank, Rebecca Shevat 1  

1/11 Moiseff, Hilda Shevat 1  

1/12 Segal, Isaac Shevat 2  

1/12 Segal, Isadore Shevat 2  

1/13 Diamond, Mercedes Shevat 3  

1/13 Golding, Barnett S. Shevat 3  

1/13 Roth, Carole Shevat 3  

1/14 Finkelstein, Harry Shevat 4  

1/14 Goldstein, Herbert Shevat 4  

1/15 Zaglin, Steven Shevat 5  

1/17 Fishtahl, Clara Shevat 7  

1/17 Garsten, Irwin Shevat 7  

1/17 Sonkin, Ellen Shevat 7  

1/18 Colbert, Alexander Shevat 8  

1/18 Goldstein, Lottie Shevat 8  

1/18 Hagler, Max Shevat 8  

1/18 Silver, Leon Shevat 8  

1/19 Abrams, Ethel Shevat 9  

1/19 Weiss, Beulah Shevat 9  

1/20 Berk, Mae Shevat 10  

1/20 Sacks, Fannie Shevat 10  

1/21 Hagler, Yetta Shevat 11  

1/22 Dresher, Frances Shevat 12  

1/22 Harding, Rose Shevat 12  

1/22 Miller, Helene Shevat 12  

1/22 Perkal, Millie Shevat 12  

1/23 Grossman, Levi Shevat 13  

1/24 Fromberg, Leo Shevat 14  

1/25 Goldstein, Harry Shevat 15  

1/25 Goldstein, Masha Shevat 15  

1/25 Krasnow, Frances Shevat 15  

1/25 Mendell, Mabel Shevat 15  

1/25 Morgan, Robert Shevat 15  

1/26 Ganz, Leo Shevat 16  

1/28 Besserman, Phyllis Shevat 18  

1/28 Carchman, Minnie Shevat 18  

1/28 Tannenbaum, Clare Shevat 18  

1/29 Moskowitz, Samuel Shevat 19  

1/30 
Gradus McGrath, 
Priscilla Shevat 20  

1/31 Cohen, Sandra Shevat 21  

1/31 Moskowitz, Lena Shevat 21  

1/31 Quasha, Dr. Sol N. Shevat 21  

2/1 Goldstein, Max Shevat 22  

2/2 Buxbaum, Nathan Shevat 23  

2/2 Gerard, Helene Shevat 23  

2/2 Zaglin, Raymond Shevat 23  

2/3 Edwards, Doris Shevat 24  

2/3 Leibo, Vera Shevat 24  
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 YAHRZEITS 
We remember these lives on the approaching anniversary of their passing. 

May their memories be a blessing. 
  February       Shevat/Adar I 5784 

2/5 Cohen, Annie Shevat 26  

2/5 Prussick Jacobs, Robin Shevat 26  

2/5 Raffe, Charles Shevat 26  

2/6 Kanon, Tessie Shevat 27  

2/6 Prizer, Isidore Shevat 27  

2/6 Rolnick, Herschel Shevat 27  

2/6 Shinder, Teri Shevat 27  

2/7 Gaster, Amalia Shevat 28  

2/7 Lowy, Paul Shevat 28  

2/7 Muller, Michael Daniel Shevat 28  

2/8 Sacks, Robert Shevat 29  

2/9 Barbanel, Sadie Shevat 30  

2/10 Leviloff, Marsha Adar-I 1  

2/10 Schiff, Florence Adar-I 1  

2/11 Gradus, Nathan Adar-I 2  

2/11 Grossman, Esther Adar-I 2  

2/11 Israel, Albert Adar-I 2  

2/11 Schiff, Anna Adar-I 2  

2/12 Lehrer, Betty Adar-I 3  

2/13 Glickstein, Morris Adar-I 4  

2/13 Michaelson, Fraidl Adar-I 4  

2/13 Raffe, Barnett Adar-I 4  

2/14 Elphand, Shirley Adar-I 5  

2/14 Gradus, Herbert Adar-I 5  

2/15 Bernstein, Albert Adar-I 6  

2/15 Cohen, Doug Adar-I 6  

2/15 Colbert, Lawrence Adar-I 6  

2/15 Korosteshevsky, Basi Adar-I 6  

2/15 Sanders, Samuel Adar-I 6  

2/16 Goldstein, Jack Adar-I 7  

2/17 Glickstein, Fanny Adar-I 8  

2/17 Levine, Samuel Adar-I 8  

2/17 Sigal, Anna Adar-I 8  

2/18 Cohen, Ida Adar-I 9  

2/19 Goldberg, Eva Adar-I 10  

2/19 Krasnow, Reva Adar-I 10  

2/19 Sandberg, Sadie Adar-I 10  

2/19 Sigal, Joseph Adar-I 10  

2/20 Kaplan, Mollie Adar-I 11  

2/21 Edelman, Israel Adar-I 12  

2/21 
Rothenstein, 
Shirley Adar-I 12  

2/22 Raffe, Solomon Adar-I 13  

2/22 Steiner, Samuel Adar-I 13  

2/23 Finkelstein, Helena Adar-I 14  

2/23 Schmalz, Ernest Adar-I 14  

2/25 Israel, Miriam Adar-I 16  

2/26 Gordon, Lynne Adar-I 17  

2/26 Katz, Max Adar-I 17  

2/26 Segal, Frances Adar-I 17  

2/26 
Tobin, Lenore 
Kutlow Adar-I 17  

2/27 Scheinberg, Sophie Adar-I 18  

2/28 Heller, Lewis Adar-I 19  

2/28 Press, Benjamin Adar-I 19  

2/28 Scheininger, Sadie Adar-I 19  

3/1 Karlin, Rose Adar-I 21  

3/1 Schroeder, Paul Adar-I 21  

3/2 Levine, Samuel Adar-I 22  

3/2 Saffer, Louis Adar-I 22  

3/3 Israel, Pauline Adar-I 23  

3/3 Michaelson, Sarah Adar-I 23  

3/4 Hochheiser, Jacob Adar-I 24  

3/4 Raffe, Esther Adar-I 24  

3/4 Silver, Miriam Adar-I 24  

3/7 Kaiserman, Leona Adar-I 27  

3/9 Coladner, Jack Adar-I 29  

3/9 Gradus, Hannah Adar-I 29  
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Temple Israel of Riverhead 23 January/February 2024 

 

For Information: 
 

Advertising and  
Public Relations 

Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

Book Club Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

Bulletin Allen Silver 
asilver9@gmail.com 

631-744-7551 

Capital Campaign Richard Israel 727-5500 x11 

Cemetery Lisa Israel 727-5500 x10 

Custodian Contact Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Education Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Fundraising Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

High Holidays   

House Manager Rob Brown 631-298-2608 

Judaica Shop Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Membership Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Oneg Shabbat Barbara Smith 631-664-6584 

President Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Programs and Events    

Ritual Committee Lisa Israel 727-5500 x10 

Social Hall Jaime Siegel 631-653-3985 

Special Gifts Howard Collins 631-779-3042 

Temple Office Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Trees in Israel Carole Jones 631-727-3191 

Tree of Life Phyllis Van Dyne 631-734-7511 

Supermarket 
Certificates 

Carole Jones (Office) 
Lorraine Richter 

631-727-3191 
631-653-9028 

Officers:  

President Jaime Siegel 

1st Vice President Barbara Smith 

Treasurer Richard Israel 

Secretary 
  

Linda Prizer 

  
 

Trustees:  

Harley Abrams  

Robert Brown   

Rebecca Hagler  

Lisa Israel  

Lorraine Richter  

  

 

Bulletin Committee:  

Allen Silver Lee Ann Silver 

Jaime Siegel  

  

  



Temple Israel of Riverhead 24 January/February 2024 

 

Temple Israel of Riverhead 
490 Northville Turnpike 
P.O. Box 1531 
Riverhead, NY 11901 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
TIME-SENSITIVE MAIL 
PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.SPOSTAGE 
PAID 
Riverhead, NY 11901 
Permit No26 

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF RIVERHEAD is affiliated with the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 
 
 

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Jan. 5 Speaker Program, dinner, & services 

Feb. 2 Tu B’Shevat  Dinner 

March  24 Purim  

Jan. 5, Feb. 2, Mar. 1 Shabbat Family Dinners 

Many adult classes are being offered with Rabbi Rascoe. See inside 
for details. 

http://www.uscj.org/index1.html

